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GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

October 21, 2010 

 

Attending: Kurt Baker, Randy Brown, David Colnic, Natasha Hanley, David Lindsay (for    

  Andrew Wagner), Carolyn Martin, Peter Nelligan, Susan Neufeld, Tony Perrello, Dawn Poole,  

  Jim Riggs, Elizabeth Breshears (for Robin Ringstad), Katherine Royer, Shawna Young 

 

Excused: Ann Kohlhaas, Pam Roe James Strong 

 

Ex-Officio: Juan Flores, Annie Hor, Marge Jaasma (for Jim Tuedio), Kelvin Jasek-Rysdahl 

 

Dawn Poole called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 

 

I. Approval of the Agenda.  The agenda was approved. 

 

II. Approval of October 7, 2010, Minutes. The October 7, 2010 minutes  were approved with the following revision: 

 

A. Strike the phrase “beyond already existing graduate schools” from item III B 1.  

 

III. Information and Announcements 

A. Letter of appreciation for Demetrulias.  During the last meeting, it was suggested that the 

Council send a letter of appreciation to Diana Demetrulias for all of her contributions to the Title 

V Part B PPOHA Grant. The letter was circulated to Council members for their signatures.  

B. Commencement Regalia (Poole). The Commencement Committee is interested in hearing 

feedback from the Council regarding commencement ideas for doctoral students and master 

students with distinction. Council members are encouraged to speak with their departments and 

colleges and offer feedback at our next meeting on November 18th. 

C. 19th annual Shakespeare Symposium (Perrello). The College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

and the English department is hosting the 19th Annual Shakespeare Symposium. The event will 

take place May 5th-6th. Graduate students are encouraged to participate in the conference and/or 

in the one unit special topics course that will be offered.  

IV. Reports 

A. Academic Senate Report (Poole).  The Academic Senate passed the resolution concerning the 

charge of UBAC and reaffirming that FBAC work with various groups to improve the UBAC 

process. The Senate plans to review a revised draft of the resolution on Respect for Diversity of 

all members of Campus Community and the Dissertation Policy at their next meeting. 

B. Associated Students Report (Hanley). The Associated Students, Inc. is sponsoring a Community 

Service Bus Tour of Turlock. Students, faculty, and staff are invited to learn more about the 

volunteer opportunities in the city. The tour will take place on Friday October 22, 2010 at 1:00pm. 

To register for this event please stop by the Warrior Activities Center (Student Union). 

C. Faculty Budget Advisory Committee Report – FBAC (Colnic). No report. 
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D. Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activities Policy Committee (Lindsay). The Committee 

met last Friday to discuss the amendment to the policy on human subject research. There were 

two recommended changes, 1) Replace ORSP Director with IRB Director, 2) Updated the 

culminating experience options to include disseartation. The modifications were approved. 

 

V. Action 

 

VI. Discussion  

A. Ad hoc committee to serve in advisory capacity to Title V PPOHA Director (Young)—

Attachment #1011-13. The U.S. Department of Education Title V PPOHA grant project proposal 

submitted by CSU Stanislaus, awarded September 30, 2010, indicates that the University will 

constitute a committee related to this project. The Graduate Council is the University’s primary 

body governing graduate education, so it will serve in an advisory role for grant activities, 

terminating at the end of the grant period, September 30, 2015. An ad hoc panel of three people 

will serve one year terms to screen applications for the Research Colloquium, Travel funds, and 

Graduate Assistantships. Initial composition of the panel will be Hanley, Martin, and one male 

TBD. The ad hoc committee members do not need to be members of the Graduate Council. 

B. Addition of Title V PPOHA Director as Ex-Officio member of Graduate Council (Young). The 

Council was asked to consider adding the Title V PPOHA Director as an Ex-Officio member of 

Graduate Council. It is important to demonstrate the interrelationship between the Title V 

PPOHA project and the Graduate Council. Also, if there is ever a change in director, it is clear 

that there is a relationship or partnership. It was suggested that the Council offer a standing 

invitation that would be reflected on the membership list and in the minutes. The memership list 

will be updated to indentify Shawna Young as a standing guest. 

C. Title V PPOHA Travel awards criteria and procedures (Young)—Attachment #1011-14.  Funded 

through the Title V PPOHA Grant Project, the CEGE Center is offering twenty (20) travel mini-

grants for joint student-faculty conference presentations. Each student-faculty partnership may 

be awarded up to $2,030. The purpose of these mini-grants is to increase retention and 

graduation of Hispanic and underserved graduate students at CSU Stanislaus by providing 

opportunities to engage in meaningful scholarship activities with graduate faculty mentors. It 

was suggested that the draft be modified to include language that states a faculty member may 

apply for multiple grants, but will be funded for a specific location once. It was also suggested 

that the word “topics” be deleted. Modifications will be made, and the call will be sent out 

shortly. 

D. Title V PPOHA GA position description, selection criteria, procedure (Young) Attachments 

#1011-15, #1011-16, #1011-17.  Funded through the Title V PPOHA Grant Project, the CEGE 

Center is offering twenty (20) $5,000 Graduate Assistantship (GA) positions for Spring 2011. The 

purpose of these GA positions is to increase retention and graduation of Hispanic and 

underserved graduate students at CSU Stanislaus by providing opportunities to engage in 

meaningful disciplinary-based activities related to teaching, research, and professional 

development. The Council was asked to review the draft document to ensure all critcal elements 

have been included. There were no suggestions for revisions. 

E. Title V PPOHA Writing Coach (Young)—Attachment 1011-18. The CEGE Center Writing Coach 

provides curricular and instructional oversight, in consultation with the Director of the CEGE 

Center, of the Writing Residency Program. The Writing Residency Program is delivered in the 

CEGE Center and is supported through the Title V PPOHA grant secured by the University. The 

overarching goal of the Writing Residency Program is to increase thesis/project/dissertation 

completion among Hispanic or underserved graduate students, and is open to all graduate 

students at CSU Stanislaus.  The Writing Residency Program is designed to provide lessons on 



writing the various elements of theses/projects/dissertations, to provide sustained time for 

intensive writing with the Writing Coach present to serve as a resource, and to provide 

opportunity for coach and peer review/feedback. Approximately twenty student would 

participated in 3-4 hour sessions, in which there would be lessons on a particular topic related to 

the development of their thesis/dissertation. The sessions would also include sustained time to 

write with the writing coach available as a resource. Students would be offered the opportunity 

for review, peer review, etc. Sessions may be held on Saturdays or during the summer. It was 

suggested that the sessions might be more effective if done in a cohort, that is discipline specific. 

Some other suggestions were to consider differentiating between qualitative and quantitative 

research, and to create small discreet modules. 

F.  Title V PPOHA Graduate Student Colloquium (Young)—Attachment 1011-19. The purpose of 

the Graduate Student Colloquium is to provide an opportunity for all CSU Stanislaus graduate 

students to share master’s thesis/project and doctoral dissertation research among fellow 

graduate students and faculty, and to conduct discourse regarding design, methods, and 

approaches to research and creative activities. The Council was encouraged to offer feedback 

regarding the announcement, judgement criteria, date of event, time of week, etc. The following 

suggestions were offered. 

i. Consider delaying the event until Spring 2011, so doctoral students may be included. 

ii. Vary awards based on terms and the number of theses/dissertations submitted. 

iii. Have categories where theses/projects/dissertations are in the development stage and 

completed projects.  

iv. Work with those who coordinate the student research competition to minimize conflicts 

with that event in spring. 

 

The event will be tentatively held early Dec, in MSR 130.  

 

 

Dawn Poole adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Raichelle Grays 

 

  


