
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
 
EDAD 5801 

(1) Identify and describe practices for identifying, collecting, analyzing, evaluating, and using 
various types of data to engage staff in reflecting on their instructional effectiveness and 
making data based instructional and programmatic decisions. 

 
(2) What are the benefits of principals placing a high priority for frequent, short classroom 

visits? Describe each benefit. 
  
(3) What sources of information and processes (PLC’s) would you use to evaluate student 

achievement?  Elaborate.  
  
(4) Identify and summarize the benefits of Common Core and Smarter Balanced Assessment 

as it relates to teacher instruction and student learning. 
  
(5) Identify and describe the essential instructional practices that best support an effective 

learning environment for all students.   
 
(6) Share examples of your understanding of site and district accountability for providing 

access and opportunity to all students as it relates to the Single Plan for Student 
Achievement (SPSA) and the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP). 

 
 
EDAD 5802 
(1) Identify and describe employment program practices that effectively identify qualified 

candidates and protect the district from claims of discrimination. 
 
(2) Identify and describe the elements of an effective induction program for new teachers. 
 
(3) Describe an effective and fair process for investigating, documenting and correcting 

incidents of staff misconduct. 
 
(4) In implementing a new program, describe how you would measure the effectiveness of the 

program, align the program to site and district goals and initiatives, design professional 
learning for the program and determine if the program is cost effective. 

 
(5) Identify and describe a process (steps) for developing and implementing a site budget. 
 
(6) Differentiate base funding from targeted funding under the Local Control Funding Formula 

and provide examples of how you could utilize each in a site budget. 
 
  



EDAD 5803 
(1) Share the steps to developing and generating support for a vision of teaching and learning 

for the school consistent with the overall vision and goals of the school district. 
 
(2) Identify the responsibilities and duties of the principal as the school improvement and 

instructional leader.  
 
(3) Identify and describe elements of effective problem solving at a school. 
 
(4) Share examples of ethical decision-making. 
 
(5) Identify practices of professional growth and development for practicing site 

administrators. 
 
(6) Share examples of relationship building. 
 
 
EDAD 5804 
(1)  First, identify the membership of a legally constituted Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

Team. Second, briefly describe the responsibilities of the IEP Team in providing a free and 
appropriate public education for students with exceptional needs. 

 
(2)  Briefly discuss the manifestation determination process in terms of a student’s physical 

removal from school. 
 
(3)  Identify and describe the elements of due process related to the suspension of general 

education students. 
 
(4)  Define the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974 and describe the 

confidentiality protection afforded students. 
 
(5)  Identify and describe three sources of legal expertise from which a new administrator can 

draw. 
 
(6)  School officials have the legal authority to regulate the expression of students’ speech on 

campus. Provide relevant examples that clearly illustrate when and how this authority can 
be exercised. 

 
 
  



EDAD 5805 
(1) Share strategies for creating a positive, safe, and supportive learning environment for all 

student groups by promoting equity and respect among all members of the school 
community.  

 
(2)  Describe three public relations strategies, which can be implemented effectively at the site-

level. 
 
(3)  Share effective communication techniques that can improve school culture. 
 
(4)  Identify school-based strategies, activities and programs that are designed to improve the 

academic achievement of a significant subgroup of students (e.g., English learners, Special 
Education, Economically Disadvantaged). 

 
(5) Describe strategies to increase parent participation at school. 
 
(6)  Describe school partnerships with businesses and public agencies and how these 

relationships can benefit students.  
 
 


