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Education in Other Countries vs. Education in America

The United States of America has always been looked as the leading country in every

aspect imaginable. There has always been that perception that coming to America can certainly

give you a better education. Well it’s been best known that our once leading country is not

progressing academically. Over recent years other countries educational systems have progressed

and have even outranked the United States performance. Other countries have students who are

simply out performing our students here in the United States by a long shot. In comparison to

other countries we simply are not prospering, our country truly needs to improve academically if

we want to advance.

In the past the United States was once known as a top contender in education, but over

time American education has gradually decreased. American education has stayed consistent but

has not yet advanced to the level of academic achievement that other countries have reached in

such little time. An author from the Hoover Institution asserts that, “Americans barely reach the

international literacy average set by advanced democracies, according to a report issued by the

Educational Testing Service after looking at the International Adult Literacy Survey (TALS)”

(Peterson). Peterson argues that as Americans our basic literacy skills are barley competent. In

another article in the HufJington Post, it is asserted that a small percent of American Students

perform in advanced level, so that tells us that the other percent is higher for those students who



performed average or poorly, “Just 6 percent of U.S. students performed at the advanced level on

an international exam administered in 56 countries in 2006” (Zhao). Instead of performing at the

same advancement of other countries we seem to be decreasing in academic performance.

While the United States has failed to improve; other countries have been advancing

drastically. Countries like Japan, Finland and many more are outranking our academic

performances. An author from the Hiffington Post states, that students from the United States are

ranking low among other countries when it comes to core subjects, “A 2009 study found that

U.S. students ranked 25th among 34 countries in math and science, behind nations like China,

Singapore, South Korea, Hong Kong and Finland”(Zhao). It’s impressive to know that other

countries are really focused on cultivating the advancement of their education. Not to say that the

United States is not implementing solutions, but the solutions implemented seem to work

temporarily. An author from the Washington Post states that other countries are by far

outperforming U.S students in math, “In fourth-grade math, for example, students in Singapore,

Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Northern Ireland and the Flemish region of Belgium

outperformed U.S. students” (Khazan). By directly comparing the performance in math from U.S

students and students from other countries, this shows how other countries are outperforming us.

We ask how is it that other countries are doing exceptionally well in academic

performance, well it’s their methods of education that is working for them. Other countries have

other means of teaching their students that is significantly showing increasing results for their

countries. According to an article in Education Next, other countries are doing well academically

because the same curriculum is applied to all students, students are not to put into advance

classes rather they are placed in the same classes as everyone else, “Experts have uncovered

many attributes of the Finnish educational system that are distinctive and contribute to the



success of Finnish students. Examples are that the Finnish school system uses the same

curriculum for all students (which may be one reason why Finnish scores varied so little from

school to school)” (Peterson). Other countries also put a lot of emphasis on the arts; they believe

that teaching students about art will enhance academic performance. In an article from The

Answer Sheet, it is explained how other countries prioritize other curriculums over literacy and

standardized testing “We are not actually talking a lot about numeracy or literacy, the agenda for

change is more about increase of the arts and physical education into curriculum, and the

highlight of2lst century skills or as we call them citizen skills” (Strauss). Countries like Finland

also put more emphasis on several different methods to ensure that there students get the best

education. Such approaches are that Finnish schools do not have classes for gifted students.

Finland also uses very little standardized testing and diagnostic testing of students is used early

and frequently. If a student is in need of extra help, intensive intervention is provided.

Approaches to education like the ones used in other countries can be used in the United States to

see whether these same methods will benefit our students like it does to students in other

countries.

The argument against other countries having high academic achievement is solely based

on the fact that they face less diversity then the United States does. Critics argue that the methods

of education used in other countries are a bit harsh and will not result in any improvement.

According to professor Cathy N. Davidson from Duke University, harsh disciplines used as a

method of education in Hong Kong makes learning seem strict, “Over one-third of Hong Kong

residents may attend college and there are excellent post-secondary vocational alternatives for

those who don’t, but the general public feels that the extreme standardization and the harsh

drilling to do well on those tests make education uninspiring and even painful” (Strauss).



Another major argument supporting our country is that other countries face far less diversity then

the United States does. According to an author from Great Schools, it is asserted that there is a

less broad variety of races compared to the United States, “Finland has a vastly more

homogeneous population than the United States. Very few students in Finland speak a language

at home other than Finnish” (Wilde). The main argument is that it is easy for a country to teach

all of their students at the same level when there aren’t factors that make it difficult to teach such

as language and diversity.

The explanation used for the reason why other countries are doing so well is that the

United States faces a great range of diversity and other countries are fairly homogenous, but it

isn’t impossible to implement solutions that will help students be well educated. Some of the

teaching strategies implemented in other countries may be too different for the U.S but they are

attempted solutions, solutions that we can improve or reform to fit the way teaching is done in

America. Other countries do realize that some of their ways of implementing education is too

harsh, and they have tried to ratify the way they go about education. Hong Kong’s education

ministry has implemented new ways to reform their strict education methods, “The fears about

over-standardization prompted Hong Kong’s education ministry to create “Liberal Studies” as a

compulsory subject at the secondary level in order to help students’ master critical thinking and

creative skills. Of course, it too, would be measured with a standardized test” (Wilde). Other

countries know their educational system also needs improvement so they try to implement ways

in which they can improve it and will help their students. It shows that other countries are open

to new ideas because it is all for the cause of a better education. Other countries like Finland are

homogenous when it comes to their population which was the main argument used in support for

why the United States does average, but other countries are also homogenous when it comes to



other factors that are factors in education and the quality of it. Marian Wilde states that,

“Another area where Finland is homogeneous is in school funding. All of Finlands schools

receive the same per-pupil funding, in contrast to the United States where school funding is

based upon a complex formula that uses a local-funding component and creates inequities

between affluent and poor communities”(Wilde). Funding isn’t the mere factor for a good

education but it is an important one when funding here in the United States is not distributed

equally, therefore resulting in some schools not performing to the best of their abilities.

Ways for improvement can be giving equal funding for all schools, which will definitely create

improvement in all schools. Another suggested solution can be focusing on the student as a

whole, especially if there is some academic struggle. Also focusing on the arts can help stimulate

more results in the performance of our students which can help our country outrank other

countries in education.
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