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Research Questions and Purpose
• How did ethnic groups present in the Southwest and around the fort 

interact with each other and what types of interactions took place? 
How did these exchanges affect ethnic identities?

• What roles did these ethnic groups play in the history of the American 
West in the mid-19th century?

• How do archaeologists recognize ethnic groups through the material 
remains at Fort Massachusetts?

• What material traces are there of ethnicities and what can that tell us 
about the influence other ethnic groups and their culture had on the 
site and the people who lived there?

The goal  of this research is to further our understanding of the complex 
nature of ethnic identities and cultural influences in the American West. This 
will also be a study focused on the methods of the analysis of archaeological 
remains to answer questions about past identities.

Methods
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The main methods of this research will be to gather primary data and make 
firsthand observations from the excavation at Fort Massachusetts. I will be 
participating in a field school that works on the site in the summer of 2017. I 
will use data from my own fieldwork, as part of the excavation crew, to 
correlate the material remains with ethnicity. I will also collect information 
from investigations conducted by other archaeologists since my research 
questions fit within ongoing inquiries into ethnicity at the site. 

My investigation will also include a literary review of the history and 
archaeology of the Southwest around the mid-nineteenth century. I will be 
using primary and secondary sources to better understand the regional and 
local historical and cultural context of the archaeological remains as well as to 
answer the research questions regarding the roles of ethnic groups in the 
historical development of the Southwest.  

History 1852-1858

• Located in San Luis Valley of southern Colorado. 
• Established in 1852, it was the first U.S. military installation in Colorado. 
• In the 1855 campaign against native bands, Fort Massachusetts played an 

important role in sending men to pursue Ute and Apache raiding parties. 
The fort served as a meeting point for reinforcement troops and 
volunteers. Kit Carson and the—predominantly Mexican—New Mexico 
Volunteers participated in the campaign and stayed at the fort.

• Fort Massachusetts was abandoned in 1858 and the garrison moved to 
another outpost built nearby, Fort Garland. 

• People, including native people and Fort Garland officers and their 
families, frequented the site after its abandonment.

• Mexican-American War: 1846-1848
• Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848 ceded the New Mexico Territory and 

California to the U.S. 
• New territories had existing Mexican settlements and Native American 

tribes living in them, but there were settlers, trappers, and traders from 
the U.S. present as well when these territories belonged to Mexico.

• U.S. integrated the new territory into the Union, the government set up 
frontier forts and garrisons meant to establish American presence, keep 
an eye on Mexican settlements, and to protect these settlements, 
American settlers, and traders from hostile Native American groups. 

Past and Present

Archaeologist Galen Baker discovered the exact location of the fort site 
in 1964. He began excavations that same year. Excavations revealed 
sections of the wall structures of the main fort, the stockade surrounding it, 
adjacent buildings, and the corral.

Dr. Richard Goddard is the head archaeologist of current excavations, 
which began in 2010. Goals of present investigations, in line with this 
research, look to explain relationships with local communities and the fort’s 
impact on local history and  identify gender and ethnic groups in the 
archaeological record.

https://www.adams.edu/academics/fieldschool/learningobjectives.php
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