
HONORS CRITICAL THINKING 
PHIL2005-002: Spring Semester 2013
Tuesday and Thursday 12:30-1:45 PM

115 Bizzini
Instructor: Amy Timko         

E-mail: atimko@csustan.edu


Office Hours: Tuesday 10-11 AM and 3:15-5 PM, Thursday 3:15-4:15 PM, by appointment in 100 Innovative Center, and virtually via Blackboard (under “Tools and Communication” and “Blackboard Collaborate” buttons)

Campus Mailbox: Philosophy Office, 185 Library Building

Phone #: 209-667-3686 (Email the instructor first.  Use the Philosophy Office phone number for emergencies only.)

Purpose of the Course:


The course catalog defines the course as: “Introduction to the practice of philosophical inquiry, emphasizing critical reasoning skills and argumentative writing.  Basic instruction in the composition of defensible arguments with an emphasis on philosophical composition and analysis.”


The goal of this course is to acquaint students with critical thinking and its ties to philosophical texts.  Students are expected to learn and engage with the issues in the texts through attending lectures and class discussions, MyThinkingLab assignments, a group video project, a short paper, a mid-term essay and a final essay.  By the end of the course, students should be able to evaluate the texts studied and write well-developed argumentative papers.

Students are expected to make an effort to seek assistance if they are having difficulty with the material.  The instructor will be available for office hours and other times agreed upon in advance to assist students.  The Writing Center is also available to help with issues regarding essay composition. It is in Library Room 112 (209-667-3465).  



Required Textbooks:

1) Bruce N. Waller, Critical Thinking: Consider the Verdict (with MyThinkingLab), 6th Edition.  Pearson, 9780205176045.  

2) Supplemental essays available on Blackboard (generally excerpts from traditional philosophical essays and other critical thinking texts).  These must be printed and brought to class.

Assignments:

   Reading:

Students should carefully read the texts.  The readings will be introduced briefly in the prior class, and the instructor will assign questions to supplement the readings and prepare students for the discussion of the text.  The reading schedule may be subject to change due to unforeseen events.  In this case, a revised syllabus will be distributed.

   Class Discussions:  


Students are expected to participate in discussions.  Texts and videos will be critically evaluated by students in class. Because of the importance of class interaction, regular attendance is a necessity.  Each student is allowed two unexcused absences but must keep up with all of the material covered in those classes.  All other absences must be excused with a legitimate excuse or the student will lose participation points.  Participation—including discussion, MyThinkingLab.com work, and attendance—is 20% of the final grade.

   Online Assignments:

Students should take chapter exams on MyThinkingLab after a chapter has been covered in class but before the next chapter is covered (the deadline is Sunday at midnight). These will be added to the participation grade.
   Papers:


A) Short Paper:
This will be 2-3 pages long and assigned early in the semester.
B) Mid-term Paper:

A mid-term (5-7 page) paper will be assigned.  

C) Final Research Paper:


One final (7-10 page) paper will also be expected.  This paper will require students to investigate and critically evaluate material using skills learned in class.  Late papers will be penalized by five percentage points each day.


All papers will train students to analyze material and develop clear arguments.  All writing is expected to have proper grammatical construction and use proper citation format (MLA style is preferred.  If using another style, students should indicate this on the first page of the essay.).

**Papers and presentations written outside of class must be submitted to Turnitin.com (via Blackboard) as well as printed and handed to the instructor.  This website compares student papers with a vast database of papers from high schools, colleges and websites to reduce plagiarism.  Both written and online versions of the paper should be submitted on the same day.  

D) Video Project: 


Students will work in groups to create two 2-minute Xtranormal.com videos showing fallacies.  Students will vote on the last day of class as to which of these videos will be posted on YouTube (at www.youtube.com/user/CSUSTeacher/videos).

   
There may also be extra credit opportunities for students who attend specified lectures and write brief reaction papers about them.  These opportunities will be mentioned in class and posted on Blackboard.

**A copy of the syllabus and all course documents will be on Blackboard.  It is inexcusable for students to claim that they did not know what was assigned or did not have the readings.
Grading:

The final grade will consist of the following:

Participation/Attendance/In-class Group Work/MyThinkingLab Assignments-20%

Short Paper-10% 

Video Project-15%
Mid-term Paper-20%

Final Paper-35%

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  In the instance of cheating, the assignment will automatically be given an "F" and the student's actions will be reported.  For further information about the proper use of outside sources and/or what constitutes as cheating ask the instructor.

Students with Disabilities:


Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed.  If one needs accommodations, they should Disability Resource Services and notify the instructor within the first two weeks of the course.  Accommodations will not be granted retrospectively.

Classroom Behavior:


Students are expected to maintain respectful behavior toward the instructor and each other.  Misbehavior will be reflected in a lowered participation grade, and, if necessary, in disciplinary action.  All students should feel comfortable expressing their views about the material.  Students should respect views that differ from their own and debate them thoughtfully.  Unacceptable behaviors are illustrated in the following list (as well as the handout the instructor has attached): texting or not muting cell phone ringers, leaving class too often, frequent absences, and verbal or physical intimidation.  Students who are late by more than 15 minutes, leave early, or sleep in class will be marked as absent on those days.  Students who text message or use their phones in class will be marked as absent each time they do so.

*Use of electronic devices (including laptops, cell phones, and PDAs) is prohibited in class (unless permitted for video project work).*
Assignments:

T 1/29: Introduction to the course.  Review syllabus.
TH 1/31: Chapter 1
T 2/5: Chapter 2
TH 2/7: Online readings from criticalthinking.org on developing as rational persons and how to study and learn
T 2/12: Chapter 3
TH 2/14: Online readings from criticalthinking.org on the art of close reading
T 2/19: Chapter 4
TH 2/21: Thinking Socratically, Chapter 1

T 2/26: Chapter 5
TH 2/28: Plato - Apology
T 3/5: Chapter 6
TH 3/7: Short paper due. Plato - Phaedo
T 3/12: Chapter 7
TH 3/14: Plato – information from Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy on his theory
T 3/19: Chapter 8
TH 3/21: Midterm paper due. Video (Examined Life selections)
T 3/26: Chapter 9
TH 3/28: Stoltenberg - “How Men Have (a) Sex”
T 4/2 and TH 4/4: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK
T 4/9: Chapter 10
TH 4/11: Timko - “Motherhood: A Sociopolitical Concept”
T 4/16: Chapter 11
TH 4/18: Lacqueur - “The Facts of Fatherhood”
T 4/23: Chapter 12
TH 4/25: “Composing an Argumentative Essay”
T 4/30: Chapter 13
TH 5/2: Video (Examined Life selections)

T 5/7: Chapter 14
TH 5/9: Video (Examined Life selections)

T 5/14: Video or short in-class reading TBD
TH 5/16: Last day of class. Final papers due. Viewing and evaluation of student produced videos.
The following is a list of examples of desirable and undesirable classroom behaviors:

	Positive Impression Givers
	Negative Impression Givers

	Book on desk, pencil or pens ready
	Picking face, nose, grooming, knuckle cracking, nail filing or cleaning teeth

	Note taking or recording the lecture/class with permission from the instructor
	Heavy sighs, eye rolling

	Ask questions that are appropriate
	Laughing AT the instructor rather than WITH the class

	Make an effort to maintain eye contact
	Leaving early without letting the instructor know ahead of time

	Sit where you can see and be attentive
	Frequent tardiness or absences

	Submit assignments on time, ask if there is supplemental material you can explore to better complete your assignments such as video titles or other materials
	Distracting noises: foot tapping, nail biting, pen twirling/tapping, yawning w/o covering your mouth, mumbling, zipping up bags to indicate you want the class to end, paper tearing, paper toy making, etc.

	Help your classmates whenever possible
	Head on desk to indicate boredom

	Make certain you understand assignments when assigned
	Staring at the clock or your watch

	Save announcements about necessary absences for before or after class
	Skipping assignments and/or breaking assignment policy, handing in shoddy, unstapled, ripped out pages that show no care for the assignment

	Refrain from doing other course work or paying bills in class
	Refer to sexual situations inappropriately in assignments 

	When using the Internet in class, stay on task rather than surfing for fun
	Frequently forget text and notebook

	Give the instructor the respect you wish to be treated with
	Attempt to be the class clown inappropriately; a joke here and there is fine, but repetitious clowning is distracting

	Don't interrupt, belittle, or put down fellow students
	Squinting or face making to show disapproval

	Keeping an open mind when issues arise that you disagree with.  Disagreeing with dignity.
	Note passing or hand signals to others

	Make certain you pay your fees for enrollment and get your text on the first day of class
	Interrupting the instructor to ask what you missed when you were absent or if you missed anything "important"

	Be positive with expectations of success in the course
	Acting as if the class or topic of discussion is irrelevant or stupid—if you really feel so, drop the class

	Know the instructor's name and call them only what they prefer to be called
	Leaving your belongings where they inconvenience others

	Spell the class, instructor, and assignment name correctly on all submitted work
	Tipping in your chair
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