Honors 4960
Honors Presentation Seminar
Thursday 11:00-11:50; IC 100D
Spring 2015
Instructor: Dr. Richard Wallace

Office: Bizzini Hall (Classroom Building) C-237B
Office Phone: 667-3228

Email: rwallace@csustan.edu

Office Hours:  Tues 11-12; Weds 12:00-1:00; Thurs.  1:00-2:00 (and by appointment)
Course Description
Students present and review Honors Program projects in a seminar and conference setting. Emphasis on developing the aptitude for making effective presentations, together with practice in providing constructive feedback, engaging in collaborative peer editing, and framing and responding to thoughtful questions from your audience. (Spring of senior year) 
Student Learning Objectives

By the end of the semester, students should:

1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the key components of a scholarly/professional abstract through completion of an abstract based on their Honors Program project.
2. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the key components of a professional/academic presentation through the completion of a presentation at the Honors Program project.
Prerequisites
Students must be accepted into the University Honors Program and in the final semester of the Honors Program, having completed their Honors Program final project. 
Course Requirements and Grading

Final grade will be based on attendance and participation, preparation of a professional abstract, and Honor’s Seminar professional presentation. Students will be expected to attend all classes throughout the semester and actively participate in class discussion and any in-class group activities. 

Assignments and Point Values: 

Attendance





20%

Abstract





25%

Abstract Peer Review




   5%

Honor’s Seminar Presentation



40%
Presentation Peer Review



10%
Attendance

Attendance is critical to successful preparation of your abstract and oral presentation for the Honors Colloquium. I will take attendance each class period. If you miss a class, you must write a 5-page paper on a topic related to making a professional presentation. Failure to come to class prepared for that day’s assignment will be considered an absence (see prior sentence).
Abstract
Each student will be required to submit an approximate 250 word abstract. An initial draft abstract will be due on Week 3 and final draft abstract due on Week 4.  You will receive additional comments on your final draft to complete your final abstract that will appear in the Honors Colloquium program.
Peer Review of Abstract

Each student will peer review the draft abstract of another student. Your work as a peer reviewer will be graded. Key components of an abstract will be discussed in class and a rubric will provide guidance for your critical review.

Honor’s Colloquium Presentation

Each student will be required to develop a 15-minute scholarly/professional oral presentation to be presented at the University Honors Program Colloquium on May 15th.
Peer Review of Presentations

Each student will provide an in-depth peer review of one other student colloquium presentation. Key components of an oral presentation will be discussed in class and a rubric will provide guidance for your critical review.
Grading 
On a 100-point scale, final letter grades will correspond as noted below.  Please check with Enrollment Services about grade option changes. Students taking the CR/NC option must earn at least a C- average (70 or better) to receive a grade of CR for the course. 
Grading Scale:
A
93-100

A- 
90-92

B+  
87-89

B    
83-86

B- 
80-82

C+  
77-79

C    
73-76

C- 
70-72

D+  
67-69

D    
63-66

D-
 60-62

F    
0-59
Required Texts

There are no required texts for this class. There will be readings assigned that relate to course content and made available on Blackboard.
Academic Honesty

All work you do for this course must be your own and produced for this class. On exams and quizzes, anyone caught cheating will immediately fail the exam/quiz and possibly the course.  All written work must properly cite and reference sources. Failure to properly cite sources, i.e. copying or using the work of other sources without identifying the original source through use of quotations or footnotes/endnotes, will likely result in failure of the assignment, and possible failure for the course. Making up an assignment is also considered academic dishonesty and will be treated as noted above. You may also be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs. The tutoring center located at the library can help you improve your writing skills. Please see the Office of Judicial Affairs website for additional information regarding CSU, Stanislaus’ Academic Honesty Policy. http://web.csustan.edu/JudicialAffairs/studentresponsibilities.html. 
Open Door Policy

Students are encouraged to stop by my office during office hours to discuss the course and course materials, assignments, exams, as well their performance in the course. I am also happy to discuss with students their advancement toward their degree objectives as well as their professional goals. However, if you miss a class, you should first contact another student in the class to find out what was discussed during that specific class time. After speaking with another student, if you still have a question, then please contact me. If you have a personal issue that you would like to discuss, you should feel free to bring it up with me. I can help you get additional assistance if needed.
Accommodation of Disabilities
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities who are registered with the Office of Disabled Student Services. If you have a special need, please let me know immediately and we can discuss your needs to make sure the classroom is a comfortable learning environment for you.

Course Schedule and Required Weekly Readings

* This syllabus and schedule is subject to change and should not be considered a contract between the student and professor. I will advise in advance of any changes in the schedule.
	PART I: Introduction to Honor’s Presentation Seminar

Week 1: January 29th 


Introduction
· Discussion of Syllabus and Assignments

· Course design and student commitments and obligations

· Bring final hard copy of final Honors Program research paper Week 2

	PART II: Professional Abstracts

Weeks 2-4: February 5th, 12th and 19th 


Professional Abstract
· Discussion of key components of a strong abstract

· Find abstract in your field and bring to class. Be prepared to read and discuss the abstract, its strengths and weaknesses.
· Presentation of individual abstracts

· Peer review of abstracts

· Final abstracts submitted

Part II Readings

· Happell (2008) Conference Presentations: A Guide to Writing Good Abstracts (Blackboard)
· Andrade (2011) How to Write a Good Abstract for a Scientific Paper or Conference Presentation (Blackboard)

· Russell and Ponferrado (2012) How to Develop an Outstanding Conference Abstract (Blackboard)

	PART III: Professional Presentations – Key Components
Weeks 5-8: February 19th and 26th and March 5th and 12th 


Professional Presentations
· Key components of a professional oral presentation
· Introduction and Research Question

· Methods

· Data/Body

· Conclusions

· Presentation Styles
· Keys to strong oral presentation 

· Keys to strong visual presentation

· Presentation title and outline by March 5th 

Part III Readings

· Bourne (2007) Ten Simple Rules for Making Good Oral Presentations
· Alley (2013) The Craft of Scientific Presentations. Chapter 3: Structure: The Strategy You Choose. Pages 49-103. (Blackboard)

· Alley (2013) The Craft of Scientific Presentations. Chapter 5: Delivery: You, The Room, and the Audience. Pages 213-258. (Blackboard)
	PART IV: Professional Presentations – Individual Meetings

Weeks 9-11: March 19th, 26th and April 2nd


Professional Presentations - Individual Meetings
· Each student will meet individually with the instructor for approximately 30 minutes to discuss his/her presentation. Student must come to the meeting with their presentation fully prepared for discussion, including visual presentation. 
SPRING BREAK April 6-10 

	PART V: Professional Presentations – Finalizing Presentations

Weeks 12-16: April 16th, 23rd, 30th and May 7th and 14th 


Professional Presentations
· During the final 5 weeks of the course, students will give a 15 minute final presentation. This is not a draft presentation, but a final presentation that will receive peer review comments and final comments from the instructor.  This presentation should be in final format and professionally presented. 
KEY DATES and EVENTS
April 23rd  - Presentation Titles and Abstracts Due to Honors Colloquium Organizers 

May 15th  - Honors Colloquium 
