STUDENT INFORMATION FOR ACCESSING 

THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT’S 

ONLINE SUBJECT POOL

In order to use SONA Systems, the Online Participant Management System, you MUST have a valid CSU Stanislaus e-mail account. 

Step 1: Find out whether your instructor is willing to give you course credit (i.e., extra credit) for participating in research studies. If not, you may still participate in research studies for your own enjoyment or education, but you will not receive any course credit.

Step 2: Sign up for a participant account at http://csustan.sona-systems.com/ by clicking on “Request Account” on the right-hand side of the screen. A unique user name (logon) and password will be e-mailed to you from Psychology Research Sign-Up System [csustan-admin@sona-systems.net]. Be on the lookout for this e-mail as it may get routed to a Spam or Junk Mail folder. 

Step 3: After you receive your logon and password, return to the above website and enter your User ID and Password to activate your account. After logging on please select a course (or courses) from the list of available courses-this will allow you to apply your earned experimental credits to that course. Only courses for which instructors are offering extra credit for experimental participation will be available in the list of selectable courses.  If you are not participating in research for extra credit, then please select “No Course.”
Note:  It is your responsibility to assign earned credits to a course for extra credit, unassigned credits will not be automatically assigned to a course (or courses) for you. The final day to assign credits is Friday, December 11th. Remember that each credit may only be assigned to one course. Therefore, if you earn 10 credits, you may choose to assign all 10 credits to the same course, or you may, for example, assign 4 credits to one course and 6 credits to another course. But, you may not assign the same 10 credits to two different courses. 
Step 4: After you activate your account, you can sign up to participate in studies by clicking on Study Sign-Up.
· Before you sign up to participate in a study, please click on Human Subjects/Privacy Policy at the bottom of the page for important information about your rights as a research participant. 
· The number of experiments that are available will vary across the semester. Sometimes, there will be many experiments posted; at other times, there only may be one or two experiments posted. Please check the website regularly for new experiments.

· When you click on the schedule for an experiment, please note if there are any selection criteria (that is, eligibility requirements). For example, some researchers are only recruiting participants who are male or female. You may only sign up for experiments for which you meet the selection criteria.  
· If you are signing for an online study, you will still need to select a timeslot. This is so the researcher can keep track of who has participated in the study and award credits. It does not mean that you are required to do anything on that time/date (unless the study information specifies that there is an “in person” requirement to compelte the study)
· If you are having trouble logging on to the website, please contact Dr. Annie Guichard at aguichard@csustan.edu.

