2016-2017 Application for Human Subjects Research Review and Approval by the Psychology Department Institutional Review Board (IRB)

	Submit this application with all required attachments to:

     Dr. Kelly A. Cotter
     Chair, Psychology IRB

     Department of Psychology

     California State University Stanislaus

     Turlock, CA  95382

     kcotter@csustan.edu

     209-664-4432

	DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

Proposal IRB #: ____________________


Note: Please allow two weeks from the date delivered to the IRB for notice of the IRB's decision on your proposal. The researcher will be notified via e-mail regarding the status of his/her application. If the researcher is a student, the faculty supervisor will receive a copy of the e-mail as well.


Researcher’s name:  ______________________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Faculty supervisor’s name (if applicable):  ___________________________________________

Title of the Research Project:  ______________________________________________________
Type of Research Project (choose one):  __​_ Research Seminar;  ___ Thesis;  ___ Other (e.g. faculty research)
I certify that the research project detailed in this protocol is an accurate and complete description of the research I plan to conduct. I understand that the review of this protocol and the decision of the Psychology Department Institutional Review Board is based on the information in this protocol and any attachments and subsequent amendments. I further acknowledge that my research request is not approved until I have written documentation from an IRB official advising me that I may proceed with recruiting participants and collecting data. 

Researcher's signature:  












Date:  ___________________

Researcher's signature:  












Date:  ___________________

Researcher's signature:  












Date:  ___________________

Researcher's signature:  












Date:  ___________________

IF THIS IS STUDENT-CONDUCTED RESEARCH: As the faculty member responsible for the scientific and ethical integrity of this research, I certify that I have reviewed this protocol and the research design meets or exceeds commonly accepted practices of my profession. I understand that as the supervisor, I am responsible for assuring that the research complies with all relevant university policies and American Psychological Association Ethical Guidelines for Research with Human Participants. I also certify that the student(s) involved in this research and I have gone through the appropriate ethical training, and I have copies of each researcher’s ethics training certificate on file.
Faculty supervisor's signature:  









   


Date:  ____________________

IRB Application

Part I. Answer the following three questions by placing a check mark in the appropriate box. 

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know/

Not sure

	1. Does this research involve a special population of research participants (e.g., children under the age of 18, pregnant women, prisoners)?………………………….
	(
	(
	(

	2. Does this research involve any deception (e.g., lying to the participants about the purpose of the study)?………………………………………………………………...
	(
	(
	(

	3. Does this research involve the ingestion of any substances (e.g., caffeine, sugar, nicotine)?……………………………………………………………………………...
	(
	(
	(


Part II. Type your responses to the six questions outlined below. Attach your responses to this proposal. Please label your answer to each question clearly (i.e., either re-write the question, or write #1, #2, #3, and then your answer), and be very detailed in your answers. Please combine all materials (i.e., application, consent form, materials, debriefing form) into one electronic document for submission.  

1. Hypotheses: Please state the research question(s) and hypothesis (or hypotheses) that will be explored in this research.  

2. Participants: Please state how many participants will be recruited, characteristics of the participants including any eligibility requirements (male college students who are 18 years old or older), a description of how participants will be recruited, and whether there will be any incentives for participation (e.g., money, extra credit).

3. Procedure: Please describe the procedures of your research in detail. Please include a description of how informed consent will be obtained and how the debriefing process will occur. 

4. Benefits: Describe the benefits that you expect to result from your research. These benefits may include direct benefits to the participants (e.g., smokers who take part in a smoking-cessation study may stop smoking), material benefits to the participants (e.g., money, extra credit), benefits to the research community (e.g., adding to the field of knowledge on the research topic), and/or benefits to the researchers (if the researchers are students who are learning how to conduct research studies).

5. Risks: Identify the potential risks to participants. Risks may be physical (e.g., increased heart rate, blood pressure) and/or psychological (e.g., stress, embarrassment, anxiety). Please describe what you will do to minimize these risks. In addition, please describe how you will make sure that data are collected and maintained in a manner that protects the privacy of the participants. For example, describe how the participants’ names and/or other identifying information will be kept separate from their data.

6. Physical activity: If your research involves physical activity (e.g., running in place, riding a bicycle), you must monitor the condition of the participants. Please provide the Board with a description of the circumstances under which you would discontinue data collection or research activity because a participant may be experiencing too much stress. Please note this information should also be included as part of your informed consent. If your study does not involve physical activity, simply state that your study does not involve physical activity.  

Part III. Attach the following to your proposal:
1. Informed Consent*

2. Debriefing Form*

3. All materials that will be presented to participants. This includes written materials (e.g., tests, inventories, measures, questionnaires, scales) and audiovisual materials (e.g., photographs, CDs, DVDs).

4. Written approval from non-CSUS officials if you are recruiting subjects off campus.

*Informed Consent and Debriefing Form: All human participant research overseen by the Psychology Department IRB requires documentation of informed consent and the debriefing process. Please use the example forms provided. Note: the BEST strategy for constructing these forms is to make your forms similar to the samples, changing the relevant passages to fit the particular characteristics of your study.
