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	Seven Year Implementation Plan Template

	Initiative/Task 
	APR             Cycle Year
	Assessment Process: Collection/analysis/discussion
	assessment methods/activities
	Resources Needed

	Program Learning Outcome (PLO)

	1. Explain and apply economic terms, concepts and theories
	1
	Students in ECON 4000 Intermediate Theory (Macro) demonstrate mastery of macro concepts on essay exams and selected homework problems which demonstrate the ability to evaluate problems with macroeconomic tools and theories.

Students in ECON 4200, Intermediate Theory (Micro), demonstrate mastery in a number of ways including weekly problem sets, quizzes, exams and journal writing assignments. 

In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar students’ level of mastery is evaluated in a number of ways.  Students are expected to write an abstract of an article from an economics journal, lead a class discussion about a chapter from the Economics Report of the President, and conduct research and write a report of the results.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 1.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email.
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	2. Collect, process, and interpret data, including statistical inference
	1
	ECON 3205 Introduction to Econometrics is where this outcome is expected to be mastered.  Students are assessed on empirical study questions using real data that are assigned as computer lab assignments. Students need to be able to run linear and non-linear models and write reports in an academically literate manner.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 2.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	3. Demonstrate quantitative reasoning skills
	2
	ECON 3205 Introduction to Econometrics is where this outcome is expected to be mastered.  Students are assessed on empirical study questions using real data that are assigned as computer lab assignments. Students need to be able to run linear and non-linear models and write reports in an academically literate manner.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 3.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	4. Explain a variety of specific topics in economics
	2
	In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar students’ level of mastery for this learning outcome is evaluated in a number of ways.  Students are expected to write an abstract of an article from an economics journal, lead a class discussion about a chapter from the Economics Report of the President, and conduct research and write a report of the results.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 4.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	5. Apply specialized tools and concepts to contemporary issues
	3
	In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar students’ level of mastery for this learning outcome is evaluated in a number of ways.  Students are expected to write an abstract of an article from an economics journal, lead a class discussion about a chapter from the Economics Report of the President, and conduct research and write a report of the results.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 5.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	6. Demonstrate an awareness of global economic forces
	3
	In order to facilitate the mastery of this learning objective, students in ECON4455 The U.S. and World Trade are expected to conduct research and write an analytical paper concerning the U.S. and its international trade position.  Students are also expected to engage in a short presentation of their research and engage in a classroom discussion about the topics.

ECON 4640 Economics and Agriculture is taught as an international agricultural development course, drawing insights from a number of countries on agriculture’s role in economic growth and development. In order to assess “mastery, students read and write reflection papers on journal articles addressing global economic forces influencing agricultural commodity price volatility and shaping agricultural trade.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 6.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	7. Evaluate the impact of various international policies and practices
	4
	In order to facilitate the mastery of this learning objective, students in ECON4455 The U.S. and World Trade are expected to conduct research and write an analytical paper concerning the U.S. and its international trade position.  Students are also expected to engage in a short presentation of their research and engage in a classroom discussion about the topics.

ECON 4640 Economics and Agriculture is taught as an international agricultural development course, drawing insights from a number of countries on agriculture’s role in economic growth and development. In order to assess “mastery, students read and write reflection papers on journal articles addressing global economic forces influencing agricultural commodity price volatility and shaping agricultural trade.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 7.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	8. Compare and contrast alternative explanations of economic events
	4
	In ECON 3100 Economic History of the United States, students complete research papers on economic history topics that they choose and complete exams which involve alternative explanations for economic events. 
Students in ECON 4335 Political Economy are expected to research and report on the causes of problems from the perspective of four different economic paradigms.  As they do this they must describe and respond to the three other paradigms and explain how each is different and/or similar from the position they are currently taking.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 8.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	9. Explain how economic events and decisions are impacted by values and perceptions
	5
	Students in ECON 4335 Political Economy are expected to write about a variety of problems and describe potential policy solutions to each.  During the semester they must address a problem and policy from four different paradigms that each have different values and perceptions.  

In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar are expected to lead of class discussion on a current economic event and participate in a debate.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 9.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	10. Effectively communicate the results of analysis in a variety of written formats.  
	5
	ECON 4335 Political Economy is a writing proficiency course and students are expected to complete a variety of different writing assignments.  Examples of the variety include writing a short op-ed for a newspaper, a medium length policy brief or policy analysis, and a long paper that explains the problem and evaluates possible solutions.  A significant portion of each grade is based on how effectively the ideas are communicated in each format.

Students in ECON 4500 Economics of Investment evaluate investment alternatives and submit a variety of short written assignments due at the end of the term.  These assignments require understanding of tools used in the selection of investment alternatives.

In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar students’ level of mastery is evaluated in a number of ways.  Students are expected to write an abstract of an article from an economics journal and a research report.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 10.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	11.Demonstrate the ability to communicate economic concepts orally
	6
	In ECON 4960 Senior Seminar, students further develop and master this objective in the abstract assignment, the leading a class discussion, research presentation to the class, and a debate assignment.
	Indirect Assessment: Economics Exit

Survey is administered to graduating seniors.

Direct assessment: Economics faculty evaluate a course assignment or activity to assess PLO 11.

Discussion by economics faculty during

program meetings, informal

conversations, and via email
	Exit survey is supported by the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics.

Faculty time for assessment activities.

	Program Maintenance Outcome (PMO)

	Additional macroeconomist
	
	Recent hires in the program have been in agriculture economics.  The department made the decision to focus on agriculture because it felt the Agriculture Economics concentration in the Agriculture major needed the additional faculty.  As a result, the department only has one macroeconomist. This person is responsible for a number of critical courses for the major.
	
	New tenure-track faculty hire.

	Revise curriculum: Add ECON 4335 Political Economy to core requirements of the major. Take ECON 4010 out of core and make an upper-division elective in the major.
	1
	The review of the curriculum map showed that ECON 4010 Economic Thought did not address any of the student learning objectives at the “master” level.  ECON 4335 Political Economy is a writing proficiency course and it addresses three of the student learning objectives at the “master’ level.  The review of other Economics majors in the CSU System showed that only one other department includes a course on the history of economic thought in its core.  After discussing these observations, it has been decided that ECON 4335 Political Economy will be moved to the core and ECON 4010 Economic Thought will be moved out of the core.
	
	Revision proposal will be submitted in Fall 2019.  This will not require additional resources.

	Develop assignments that address quantitative reasoning skills in ECON 3205 Introduction to Econometrics and ECON 4960 Senior Seminar.
	
	The review of the curriculum map showed that demonstrating quantitative reasoning skills is not being covered adequately.  
	
	This may require a revision to the Senior Seminar course depending on the nature of the assignments.

	Develop a second upper-division course to cover expanded material in microeconomics that would be an elective in the major.
	
	The discussion of ECON 4200 Intermediate Theory (Micro) also highlighted the difficulty instructors in the class had in covering the material in a one semester course.  This is especially important for students who are considering graduate school.  
	
	The department currently has people who are able to teach these courses.  I will require some adjustments to the timing of electives.

	Economics faculty also want to pursue the development of a Bachelor of Science option for students majoring in economics.  
	
	There are a number of B.S. Economics programs in the CSU System.  Students who complete the B.S. option will be better prepared for graduate programs.  There will also be a number of students who will also be attracted to the B.S. option that want to start employment right out of college.  The Business major at CSU Stanislaus is a B.S. and that is the degree that most people connect the Economics major with.  We think that having a B.S. option will be an important way to attract additional majors.  
	
	This could increase the number of courses required for the major and may require hiring an additional faculty member.
This can partially be funded from funds that will be available when Dr. Edward Erickson completes his FERP commitment. 

	Program faculty want to increase the number of economics majors
	
	Most majors are transfers from community colleges.  Part of the plan to attract new majors is to reach out to community college advising departments to educate them about the major.  We are also studying the options to offer economics courses at the Stockton campus.
	Number of majors each fall.
	This will require faculty time, money for promotional materials.
Offering courses in Stockton will require more faculty.


