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Graduate Research Methods Proficiency Courses: 
PROCESS FOR CERTIFICATION 
MAIMS Interdisciplinary Studies 

The Graduate School 
California State University, Stanislaus 

This document describes procedures and guidelines for courses to be certified by the 
Graduate Council for meeting the graduate research methods requirements for the 
MA/MS Interdisciplinary Studies Program. 

Guidelines 

1. Course requirements includes at least one major research assignment related to 
research design and methods as appropriate to the discipline(s). 

2. The course syllabus includes an explicit statement of the expectation for 
demonstration of research skills at a level commensurate with graduate education. 

3. Criteria for a satisfactory grade in the course indicates that the student: 

• is able to read and understand quantitative and qualitative research studies, 
theoretical studies, and other reports consistent with the discipline of study. 

• is capable of using knowledge of research methods in the conduct of research. 

• is able to write a prospectus for research, compile an annotated bibliography, 
and write a research paper. 

• is able to demonstrate other knowledge, skills, values as determined by the 
professor. 

Procedures for Course Certification 

1. The department chair submits a request to the Associate Vice President for 
Academic Affairs for approval of a course to meet the Interdisciplinary Studies 
requirements for the Graduate Research Methods Proficiency. The request 
includes a copy of the course syllabus. 

2. The Interdisciplinary Studies Committee reviews the request and makes a 
recommendation to the Graduate Council. 

3. The Graduate Council approves or disapproves the request. 

4. The Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs notifies the department chair 
of the decision. 

Evaluation and Assessment 

All courses certified for meeting the Graduate Research Methods Proficiency are 
evaluated periodically- at least every five years- to determine if they satisfy applicable 
criteria. 



Procedures for course review are established by the Interdiscipl inary Studies Committee 
and approved by the Graduate Council. 

Assessment data are used to improve student learning and to revise the courses (as 
necessary). 
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