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Biology 1010 Principles of Biology 

 
I. General Information 

 

Dr. Stuart Wooley  

Office: N 274 

Office Hours: M 9-11:30, Wed 1-2, Fri 9-10 

Phone:  664-6926 

Email: swooley@csustan.edu 

Class:  P167 TR 11-12:15 
 

Text  Essential Biology Campbell Simon et al.,   

 Mastering Biology 

This is the ID for the Mastering Biology Website. BIOLOGY1010WOOLEYSP2013. 

You must register at the Mastering Biology website www.masteringbiology.com using 

code for this class.  You can purchase access from the Bookstore.  

 

II. Course Description 
 

This course focuses on cellular and molecular levels of organization, genetics, evolution, and 

ecology.  The topics covered in this course affect you personally, so this course will be especially 

interesting to you.  This course fulfills the Life Science unit (b2) in the Natural Sciences and 

Mathematics  section of General Education. The life science section was included to so that you 

can achieve the following learning goals 

 

III. Learning Goals 

1. You will complete the course with a basic understanding of the main principles of 

biology.   

2. You will improve your communication about concepts and issues in biology individually 

and in groups.   

3. You will be able to find information reliable scientific sources and examine it critically.  

4. You will understand the relationships between the biology and other sciences like 

chemistry, physics, geology.   

5. You will recognize the interdependence of people, natural ecosystems, and the diversity 

of life on earth and develop knowledge about your own body and the other living things 

on earth.   

6. You will become a more informed and responsible citizens with respect to issues 

concerning the living world. 

IV. Course Requirements 

This class has four main requirements: 

Lectures will include in-class activities that are graded as part of your overall grade. No make-up 

assignments will be given. So you are urged to attend class. These in-class assignments could 

make the difference between a B+ and an A- or an F and a D- or D.  Electronic ppt. lectures will 

not be posted online. You must attend class to hear/see the lecture.   

http://www.masteringbiology.com/
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Laptop/tablets/etc.  in Lecture: If you use a laptop computer in class it must be used only 

for purposes relevant to the course and you must sit in the first row. Violations will result 

in a 20 point deduction from your grade for each infraction. In my classes, people that 

have used laptops have uniformly not been successful.  

Audio\Video Recording: Recording of lectures is not permitted without written consent 

from your instructor. 

 

Online homework in Mastering Biology. Assignments will be given for each chapter. You are 

expected to complete the assignments before we cover the topic in class. As such the due dates 

will be before the class where we discuss that topic. Because you will have more than 1 week to 

complete each assignment, I generally, will not open the assignment again for credit after the due 

dates. Please be aware of the due dates and make sure to have the homework done in plenty of 

time. That the computer lab was down or your computer crashed at the last minute will not be 

compelling reasons for why you didn’t get your homework done on time.    

 

Written assignments will be given that are designed for you to evaluate current events in light of 

the topics we are discussing. They will be worth around 20-25 points, depending on the 

assignment. Again, because you will be notified of the due dates at least 2 weeks in advance, 

make-up or late papers won’t be accepted. Again, keep up with the due dates. These will be 

posted on the course Blackboard page. Each assignment will be 500 words (about 1 page single 

spaced or 2 pages double spaced). Papers must be posted online, in the correct file format, at the 

Blackboard page under the corresponding Discussion Board Forum.  

 

We will have 4 exams and one comprehensive final.  Each exam will be worth around 100 

points. Exam questions may include any combination of multiple choice, true/false, matching, 

short answers, diagrams, and short essay questions. I don’t develop study guides. The questions 

at the beginning of each lecture will be your study guide. 

 

Always bring a #2 pencil and Scantron Form 882-E on exam day. Each exam will be during 

class. No food or drinks are permitted during exams. Cell phones must be put away during 

exams. Taking out a cell phone during an exam is considered cheating, your exam will be 

confiscated, and you will receive a grade of F in the course.  Students who arrive late will have 

less time to complete their exam.  Please plan ahead and arrive on-time on exam days. If you 

arrive late to an exam and someone has already finished and left the room, you will not be 

permitted to take the exam.    

 

Exams must be taken during the scheduled time. I will not provide make-up exams unless a 

clear, compelling, valid reason, accompanied by evidence, is provided. Early exams for valid 

University reasons may be requested. Requests for early exams must be submitted in writing to 

the instructor at least one week prior to the scheduled exam. No makeup exams will be given 

after an exam has been returned to the class.  
 

V.  Grading  
 

There is no curve for this class, so any number of students can earn As.  

Exams    = 4 x 100 pts 

Online homework  = 7% of your grade 
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Papers    = 3 x 25 

In-class assignments = 4% of your grade 

Keep track of your own points and you will know exactly how you are doing at any single point 

during the semester. I will provide the total points in class on lecture work (exams, etc). The 

online homework will keep track of the total points and your accumulate points. In short, you 

have the power to tally your own points, calculate your exact percentage and know the grade you 

have earned at any point during the semester.   

 

Grade Calculations 

Grades will be based on the percentage of points earned from exams and assignments. 

 

A 93-100%   

A-  90-92% 

   B+ 87-89%  

B 83-86%  

B- 80-82% 

C 70-79%  

D 60-69% 

F   0-59% 

 

If you take the credit/no credit option:   

CR 70-100% NC   0-69% 

 

VI.  Credit/No Credit and Adding/Dropping 
 

The last day to apply for the CR/NC option is after the third exam.  I will follow the grading 

option indicated on the final grade sheet supplied by Admissions and Records. Consult with your 

advisor before making your decision. Once you have selected the CR/NC option you cannot opt 

for a grade.  The last day to add or drop the class is February 22
nd

.  

 

VII.  Learning Environment and Citizenship  

 

Teaching philosophy 

Simplicity is my goal. I realize some of your lives may be/get complicated. However, the course 

and course management does not have to become complicated.  I have made real effort to 

develop fair policies and practices and I will stick with those policies. Please be aware of them 

and work within them. I do not think the policies set forth in the syllabus are unusual or 

surprising.  

 I don’t want to do things for students that they can do for themselves. If you can do it, I 

will strive to not do it for you. If you have Mastering Biology website issues, contact the website 

support, because I cannot alter the website.  

 I will ask for questions many times in class. I expect that you will do the homework and 

be prepared to answer questions in class. You will also get a better grade if you will do the 

homework before class that topic is discussed.  

 

Student Conduct 

In such a large class it is essential that students respect the rights of others. Therefore, those who 

disrupt the class will be asked to leave. Repeat offenders will be turned over to the appropriate 

student disciplinary committee.  Please set your cell phones to vibrate.  During in-class group 

assignments each member of a group should fully participate and contribute.   
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Laptops are useful tools, but also can be distracting to the student and surrounding students.  

Students that wish to use laptops/tablets/ipads, etc.,  in class must sit on the front row when 

they’re using their devices.  

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Any academic dishonesty will result in an F in the class and the matter will be turned over to the 

appropriate student disciplinary committee. Submitting an in-class assignment for a student who 

is not present is cheating. Turning in work that is not your own, but claiming that is your own is 

cheating. During exams keep your exam and answers covered and to yourself.  

 

VIII.  Study Skills 

 

I expect you all will do well in Biology 1010. I want you to do well in Biology! Here are some 

tips that will help you be successful.  

Attending class is critical to success in Biology 1010. For best results, read the assigned 

chapters in the text before class. Come prepared with questions. During lectures be attentive, 

participate in discussions, take good notes, and fully participate in the in-class group 

assignments.   

 

After each class, review your notes and textbook.  Because learning requires time and effort, it is 

difficult to do all your studying in one session before an exam.  In particular because this course 

can be difficult, you must keep up with the material or you will get behind. One of the best ways 

to accomplish regular study is to form and meet as a study group. There you will discuss and 

teach each other the concepts and terminology mentioned in class. When studying for exams, 

focus primarily on: 1. Sections in the text we discussed, (2. lecture notes and (3. concepts learned 

in the in-class activities.  Learning the principles taught in the diagrams from the text, may be 

very helpful.      

If you need extra help or clarifications, please ask questions during lecture, talk to me before or 

after class, contact me via email, or visit during office hours.  
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IX.  Schedule 

The schedule is subject to change. However, exam dates will remain on the same dates.  

Date Chapters 
 

Date Chapters 

29-Jan 1 
 

25-Apr 17 

31-Jan 1 
 

30-Apr Exam 3 

5-Feb 2 
 

2-May 18 

7-Feb 3 
 

7-May 18 

12-Feb 4 
 

9-May 19 

14-Feb 5 
 

14-May 20 

19-Feb 6 
 

16-May 20 

21-Feb 6 
 

21-May Final Exam 11:15-1:15 

26-Feb Exam 1 
 

    

28-Feb 7 
   

5-Mar 8 
   

7-Mar 8 
   

12-Mar 9 
   

14-Mar 9 
   

19-Mar 10 
   

21-Mar 11 
   

26-Mar 12 
   

28-Mar Exam 2 
   

4/1-4/5 Spring Break 
   

9-Apr 13 
   

11-Apr 14 
   

16-Apr 15 
   

18-Apr 16 
   

23-Apr 16 
      


