
BIOL 2650 ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY Spring 2010

Instructor: Ms. Tommi Lou Carosella    Office: N257     Phone: 667-3596 

e-mail: tcarosella@csustan.edu   textbook website: www.myenvironmentplace.com

Office Hours: Mon 10:10-11:08, Tue 2:30-3:15, Wed1:30-2:25, or by appointment  

Text: Essential Environment 3e. Brennan and Withgott  (2nd edition is OK)

You will also need an iclicker for class. You should purchase one by the second week of 
class, unless you already have one. They can be used for multiple classes, and resold at the 
end of the semester.

You can see the powerpoints for this lecture at   http://blackboard.csustan.edu/      Log in with your 
student ID#,  select  Environmental Biology (BIOL 2650), go to Course Content

Check this web page or BlackBoard often for updates and assignments! 
Week Date Class Schedule: subject to change as necessary

1 2/17-19 Natural Resources, Science, Sustainability  Read Chap 1  

2 2/21-25 Human Population Chapter 6, parts of Chap 4

3 3/1-5
Economics, Ecosystem Services Chap 2, and Biodiversity Chap 8                 Video: 
Journey to Planet Earth- State of the World's Wildlife

4 3/8-12 Systems Chap 3 and Community Ecology Chap 5 

5 3/15-17 Exam 1 on Mon or Wed , and Soils, Agriculture, Food Chap 7 

6 3/22-26
Water and Aquatic Ecosystems Chap 12   CA Geography Homework due  Helpful 
sites for CA Water Homework  

7 3/29-31, 4/2
Water Resources Chapter 12 Wed- Holiday, no class;                                            Fri 
Furlough Day, no class  

8 4/5-9 Spring Break- no class

9 4/12-16 Chapter 12

10 4/19-23
Environmental Health and Toxicology   Chapter 10 Video: Journey to Planet 
Earth- Hot Zones

11 4/26-30 Exam 2  Geology and Mining Chap 11, Waste Management Chap 17

12 5/3-7 Energy  Chap 15, 16 Video- Crude Awakening

13 5/10-14 Atmosphere and Air pollution Chap 13 Fri- Warrior day no class

14 5/17-21 Climate Change  Chap 14  Video: Hot Times in Alaska 

15 5/24  Catch up            Final Exam: Fri May 28 11:15-1:15

Note: You may take this class for either a letter grade or credit/no credit. Please decide as soon as possible 
after the first exam. As in most science courses, 90% and above = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = 
D, below 60% = F. Cr = C or above.  NC = D or F.

There will be three exams, approximately 100-150 points each, worth about 70% of your grade. Your service 
learning project, worth 50 points, is another 15% of your grade. The remaining 15% will consist of 
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homework assignments and in class exercises, such as 5 min essays and your iclicker points. The clickers 
will be used frequently and are a way for me to keep track of your attendance, and give you points for 
participation, and answering questions in class. Some questions will be essentially quiz points, some will be 
polling or opinion questions for which there is no incorrect answer. 

I will eventually add some extra credit activities.  Read the university rules for withdrawing from or 
dropping a class. Those rules will be followed by me. If you are ill, or have a family emergency that causes 
you to miss an assignment, or an exam, you must notify me within 24 hours- by phone, e-mail, or in person. I 
usually grade the exams and give them back the next class period, so by then it is too late. I may ask you for 
proof before I allow you to take a make-up exam. DO NOT make the mistake of skipping the next class after 
an exam. We start working on new material immediately. DO NOT skip on days we have videos- I include 
them in the syllabus for a reason- they illustrate things that are difficult to understand or grasp without seeing 
images, or hearing directly form experts in the field. I will be referring to those images during subsequent 
lectures. 

Read the textbook, use the study guides! Take advantage of the Powerpoints on Blackboard as well. You are 
responsible for your own success or failure in the class. You must be an active and engaged learner. If you 
want to succeed, plan on attending class every day, be prepared by reading the appropriate chapter, be ready 
to take notes (I suggest printing the power points and taking notes on those pages).  Make sure you do every 
homework assignment and turn it in on time. Put some thought into your writing- only complete and well 
thought out assignments will get the full number of points. 

SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT: This is a new addition to the course. The goal is to have you apply what 
you learn in class to the larger community, in order to see the relationships between the course material and 
the world as a whole. The total amount of effort required will be similar to the hours needed to write a short 
research paper. It is my hope that you will find service learning more enjoyable and more relevant than 
writing a paper. See Service Learning web page

 

This is a General Education class aimed at non-biology juniors and seniors.  GE classes have the following 
goals:

1. Subject Knowledge.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance students’ understanding 
of the disciplines’ basic principles, methodologies, and perspectives.

2. Communication.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance the ability to communicate.
3. Inquiry and Critical Thinking.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance critical 

thinking skills and will contribute to continuous inquiry and life-long learning.
4. Information Retrieval and Evaluation.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance the 

ability to find, understand, examine critically, and use information from various sources.
5. Interdisciplinary Relationships.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance students’ 

understanding of a discipline’s interrelationships with other disciplines.
6. Global or Multicultural Perspectives.  To provide an educational experience that will enhance the 

ability to look at issues from multiple perspectives and/or that will describe the discipline’s impact on 
or connection to global issues, AND/OR

7. Social Responsibility.  To provide an educational experience that will help students understand the 
complexity of ethical judgment and social responsibility and/or that will describe the discipline’s 
impact on or connection to social and ethical issues.

Course contract:

http://arnica.csustan.edu/carosella/Biol2650/biol2650servicelearningguide.htm


1. Come to class prepared to think and participate. I spend a lot of time thinking and preparing for each class 
session, I expect the same from you.

2. You will earn your grade. I do not “give” you a grade. What you get out of a course is usually directly 
proportional to what you put into it. 

3. I will respect you as a person and as a learner. Please do not be afraid to ask questions. If you already 
knew the material, you wouldn’t be in the class! Usually, if one person is confused, it means other students 
are too. If I feel one person or topic is taking up too much class time, please do not be offended if I defer the 
discussion to a later time, or ask you to communicate with me privately. Your questions and feedback are 
important to me. In addition, some of you have life experience that can enrich the class. We can learn from 
each other. 

4. I expect you to respect me and the other students in the course. You will be asked to participate in some 
group discussions and exercises. Disagreements are part of the learning process. It is important that each 
person be allowed to speak, and that you can “agree to disagree”.  One of the big advantages of a college 
education is exposure to different people and different points of view. Try to learn from your differences.

5. Turn your assignments in on time. If you are ill, or your car breaks down, or whatever, and you e-mail 
your assignment to me, I will accept it up to two days late but you will lose points. 

6. I will check for plagiarism. Trust me, you cannot fool me. If you plagiarize, you will either lose points, or 
get an F, depending on how blatant and pervasive it is. I don’t tolerate cheating. It is not “harmless”. It 
indicates a lack of self-discipline and responsibility, and has no place in civilized society. Trust is 
fundamental to all our social interactions. If you want respect, you have to be trustworthy. 

You can find this schedule at http://arnica.csustan.edu/carosella 
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	Check this web page or BlackBoard often for updates and assignments!                                                       

