
Working Outline for Essays 

Title 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Intro sentence: (A sentence to catch the attention of the reader) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thesis Statement:  (central idea of entire essay; must be written in a complete sentence) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. (Main Point of first body paragraph, written in the form of a topic sentence) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. (First supporting detail for topic sentence above; complete sentence not required) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

B. (Second supporting detail) 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. (Third supporting detail) 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

II. (Main point of second body paragraph, written in the form of a topic sentence) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note
The working outline can be adjusted as a template for any essay genre. This format may be used for an expository or narrative essay. 



__________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. (First supporting detail) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. (Second supporting detail) 

    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. (Third supporting detail) 

   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

III. (Main point of third body paragraph, written in the form of a topic sentence) 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      A. (First supporting detail) 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     B. (Second supporting detail) 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     C. (Third supporting detail) 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: (Write ideas for concluding statements below) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 




