
 
 

SERSCA Undergraduate Assistantship Program 
2017-2018 Awarded Students 

 
Rebecca Estrada-Aguila & Alexis Johnson 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ellen Bell 
Anthropology 
Living on the Edge: Archaeological Investigations in the El Paraiso Valley, 
Western Honduras 

 
Krystle Sanders  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jeffrey Bernard 
Kinesiology  
The Freshman 15: Is increased fat mass or decreased muscle mass to blame for 
the increase in cardiovascular and metabolic risk factors in first year college 
students?  

 

Kimberly Munguia & Joseph Sada 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ritin Bhaduri  
Biological Sciences  
Effects of parasitic infections on the fecundity of the sand crab Emerita analoga  

 

Leticia Rivero  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Sarah Bissonnette 
Biology 
Investigating Students’ Ability to Apply Their Knowledge of Molecular Biology to 
Cancer  

 

Carrie Hawes & Matthew Litfin 
Faculty Sponsor: Mr. Eric Broadwater  
Theatre 
Production Assistants for the Creation of a Professional Theatre Performance 

 
Rajnee Johal  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jennifer Cooper 
Biological Sciences 
Variables Influencing Fluctuating Asymmetry in the California Ground Squirrel 



 
 

Kolaya Wilson & Rachel Le  
Faculty Sponsor: Mr. Daniel Edwards 
Art 
The Feminist Agenda 

 
Aditya Agarwala  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Andrew Hinrichs  
Business  
Multi-Source Data Analysis Project  

 

Emily Day 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Anita Pedersen-Pennock  
Psychology/Child Development  
Exploring Family Interactions Among Families With and Without Children With 
Developmental Delays  

 

Olivia Blea 
Faculty Sponsor: Mr. Alfred Perez 
Social Work  
Young Adults Medicaid Study  

 

Jarred White 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Anthony Perrello  
English 
Fearful Representations: The Transgendered in Film and Other Media  

 

Diane Bettencourt, Jenna Castellanos & Fabiola Herrera 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. William Potter 
Psychology  
SCMO Investigation 

 

Torivo Savala 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Scott Russell 
Chemistry 
Dust Bowl Brewery Collaboration 

 



 
 

Abigail Merry 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Nhu-Y Stessman 
Chemistry 
Total Synthesis of Suberedamine A 

 

Rene M. Padilla 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Wing To 
Physics  
Undergraduate Experimental Dark Matter Research  

 

Felipe Aguilera 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Michael Tumolo 
Communication Studies 
Information Processing and Prenatal Diagnostic Testing  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



SERSCA Graduate Assistantship Program 
2017-2018 Awarded Students 

 

Faria Alamkhel & Luis Lopez-Alejandre 
Faculty Sponsor: Ms. Yvonne Berenguer 
Social Work 
Pilot Test of Tools for Well Being Curriculum Using a Mixed Methods Approach  

 

Michelle Leyva 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Sarah Chan 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
Reconstructing Musical Compositions of Seventeenth-Century England: A 
Lecture Documentary  

 

Ashleigh Glover & Kandiss Ulm 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jennifer Cooper 
Biological Sciences 
Genetic and Mark-Recapture Estimates of Dispersal in California Ground 
Squirrels in the Central Valley of California  

 

Melissa Leyva 
Faculty Sponsor: Mr. Daniel Edwards 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
Archaeologically Significant 3-D Digital Facial Reconstruction  

 

Kristin Cesario 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. John Garcia 
Social Work 
Parenting a Grieving Child 
 

Robert Pelletier III 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Marina Gerson 
Ecology & Sustainability 
Effects of Ecosystem on Microhabitat Use and Morphology of Western Fence 
Lizards (Sceloporus occidentalis)  



Soua Lee 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Virginia Montero-Hernandez 
Educational Leadership  
Career Advancement Experiences of Asian American Women in California 
Community Colleges  

 

Tara Dybas 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Anthony Perrello  
English  
The Continued Development of Teaching and Publishing Experience in the Early 
Modern and Horror Genres 

 

Leilani McCalley & Kathleen Moody  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. William Potter 
Psychology  
Surrogate Conditioned Motivate Operation (SCMO) Investigation  

 

Leah Mellinger  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Brian Sardella 
Ecology & Sustainability 
Sub-lethal Bioindicators of Surf Smelt (Hypomesus pretiosus) Physiological 
Response to Chronic Stress 

 

Jessica Curtis 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Staci Scheiwiller 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
Gender, Art History, and Pedagogy  

 

Wenhui Liu 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Xuehu Song 
Business Administration 
Examining Revenue Sharing Mechanism among Stakeholders in Business  

 
 
 
 



Chong Yang 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Mark Thompson 
English  
Developing Characters and Roles for Reacting to the Past Pedagogy   

 
Josephine Hazleton  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Gerard Wellman 
Public Administration 
Road Rage: Countering Vehicular Weaponization in the United States 
 
 
Kenneth Boettcher 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt  
History 
Graduate Teaching Assistant: Problems in U.S. History  



2017-18 SERSCA Mini-Grants Awarded as of March 8, 2018

Name Academic Program Degree Objective Faculty Mentor Proposal Title
Paul Acevedo Art BA Martin Azevedo Dream Psyche.
Sandra Alcantar Social Work MSW Jane Rousseau First Generation: Student Experiences Surrounding an Imposed Label
Patricia Ayson Chemistry BS Michael Drake Increasing STEM Engagement through Chemistry-Related Art
Mandip Bassi Biology BS My Lo Thao The Effects of Cigarette Smoke Exposure on Angiogenic Gene Expression in Chick Embryo
Anna Billy Social Work MSW Shradha Tibrewal End of Life Option Act: Impications for Social Workers and the community we serve
Michaela Cohoon Interdisciplinary Studies MA Grace Paradis The Relationship Between Sports Involvement and Self-Regulation, Empathy, and Problem Solving Skills 
Holly Grace Currie Social Work MSW Jane Rousseau HARRT Curriculum Development
Monica Datta Genetic Counseling MS Janey Youngblom Perspectives and Experiences of Parents: Fertility Preservation for Males with Klinefelter Syndrome     
Susana Diaz Social Work MSW Alfred Perez Understanding Latina's perspectives and experience with cancer and genetic testing for the BRCA 1 and BRCA 2 genes.
Celeste Diaz Biology BS My Lo Thao The Effects of Cigarette Smoke on Angiogenic Gene Expression in CAMs.
Joseph Garfield Chemistry BS Elivin Aleman Identification of flavor compounds in biomolecular reactions
Ashleigh Glover Ecology & Sustainability MS Jennifer Cooper Estimating sex-bias in dispersal in three Central Valley populations of California ground squirrels (Otospermophilus beecheyi)
Mara Hernandez Genetic Counseling MS Kara Weisiger Genetic Counselors’ Experiences with Non-paternity in the Clinic
Erik Jimenez Chemistry BS Michael Drake Increasing STEM Engagement through Chemistry-Related Art
Rajnee Johal Biology BS Jennifer Cooper Variables Influencing Fluctuating Asymmetry In The California Ground Squirrel
Britney Johnston Biology BS Michael Drake Increasing STEM Engagement through Chemistry-Related Art
Soua Lee Educational Leadership EdD Virginia Montero Hernandez Career advancement experiences of Asian American women in California community colleges
Wenhui Liu Business Administration MBA Xuehu Song Exploring Revenue Sharing Benefits and Mechanism in Various Industries  
Alithza Lopez Behavior Analysis MA Katie Wiskow Teaching Children with Autism to Initiate Social Interactions Using Textual Prompts Delivered via Apple Watches®
Margaret Lunt Art BA Susan Stephenson Oddities on the Side of the Road
Johnee Machado Biology BS Jennifer Cooper Factors influencing endoparasite (Eimeria sp.) infection of the  California Ground Squirrel (Otospermophilus beecheyi) in the 

Central Valley

Alexis Mahloch Biology BS My Lo Thao The Effects of Cigarette Smoke Exposure on Angiogenic Gene Expression in CAMs
Nieko McDaniel Art BA Daniel Edwards Bamboo Totem Pole
Daniella Menashe Genetic Counseling MS Janey Youngblom Assessing Health Anxiety in Genetic Counseling Students
Katherine Merkling Psychology BA Victor Luevano How Heart Rate Variability Under Stress Can Predict Memory and Attention
Abigail Merry Chemistry BS Nhu-Y Stessman Proposed Synthesis of Suberedamine A
Alyssa Moon Art BA David Olivant Unconscious Painting Senior Exhibition
Ophelia Nguyen Social Work MSW John Garcia New Beginnings Sober Living Program Social Media Foundation
Megan Ordonez Psychology MA Katie Wiskow The use of a Dependent Group Contingency to Increase Physical Activity during Recess
Jose Oropeza Social Work MSW Alfred Perez DACA'mented
Madison Pimentel Social Work MSW Robin Ringstad Sex Trafficking Training 
Nisreen Rashid Interdisciplinary Studies MA Rita Asher Supporting the Early Adjustment of Parents of Children Newly Diagnosed with Autism
Christopher Reed Chemistry BS Elivin Aleman H3TPCor Characterization through Spectroelectrochemistry
Madeline Runyan Business BA Jarrett Kotrozo Anger Management
Krystle Sanders Kinesiology BA Jeffrey Bernard The Freshman 15: Is increased fat mass or decreased muscle mass to blame for the increase in cardiovascular and metabolic risk 

factors in first year college students?

Leonor Sierra Social Work MSW Alfred Perez Physician-assisted end of life option and Californian social workers: Are they ready? 
Hayley Simon Art BA Martin Azevedo Feminist Art
Lauren Slevin Genetic Counseling MS Janey Youngblom Perceived Utility of Molecular Autopsy in Sudden Cardiac Death Cases: A Comparative Study of Client and Genetic Counselor 

Perspectives
Tyrone Thompson Social Work MSW Robin Ringstad A Phenomenology of Emerging Adults Transition-aged Youth Navigating Supportive Mentor Relationships
Kirsten Thornhill Kinesiology BA Jeffrey Bernard The effects of upper body exercise on lateral standing posture. 
Patricia Valencia Social Work MSW Valerie Leyva Homelessness Approach Project 
Joel Vilanova Curriculum & Instruction MA Dawn Poole Technology Acceptance and Use survey
Meghan Williams Microbiology, Chemistry BS Jennifer Cooper Undergraduate Student Researcher
Ranae Wooley Public Administration MA Nancy Hudspeth Developing Democratic Citizenship through Art
Luangchee Xiong Educational Leadership EdD Virginia Montero Hernandez Negotiating Two Cultural Worlds: The Development of Career Aspirations
Sarah Zimmerman Chemistry BA Jennifer Cooper Burrow Density and Distribution in the California Ground Squirrel: Implications for Socioecology



Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Tara Dybas English Literature MA Tony Perrello Rocky Mountain MLA Conference Spokane, WA
Wenhui Liu Master of Business Administration MBA Xun Xu 2017 Annual Conference of Decision Sciences Institute (DSI) Washington, DC
Angel Mascorro Psychology BA Xamuel Bañales Association for Joteria Arts, Activism, and Scholarship Conference 2017 Minneapolis, MN
Jesus Alvarado Spanish BA Xamuel Bañales Joteria Students in Media and the Arts: Challenges and Opportunities for Social Change Minneapolis, MN

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Melanie Reynoso Biology BS Matthew Cover SACNAS National Diversity Conference Salt Lake City, UT
Yvette Madrid Biology BS Matthew Cover SACNAS National Diversity Conference Salt Lake City, UT
Skarleth Moran Biology BS Matthew Cover SACNAS National Diversity Conference Salt Lake City, UT

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Berta Cervantes Theatre BA Cynthia DeCure Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Henry Flores Theatre Arts BA Clayton Everett Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa,AZ
Joseph Garfield Chemistry BS Elvin Aleman 255th ACS National Meeting New Orleans, LA
Allysa Gonzales Biological Sciences BS James Youngblom CSU Annual Biotechnology Symposium Santa Clara, CA
Lucas Gonzales Theatre BA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Jonathan Lo Chemistry BA Elvin Aleman 255th ACS National Meeting and Exposition New Orleans, LA
Christopher Reed Chemistry BS Elvin Aleman 255th ACS National Meeting and Exposition New Orleans, LA
Amanda Schemmel Liberal Studies Major, Theatre Concentration BA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Alexandra Silva Theatre Arts, English Literature BA Cynthia DeCure Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Alexander Alansalon Theatre MA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Travis Blansit Theatre Arts BA Cynthia DeCure Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Region VIII Mesa, AZ
Nicolette Chingofor Communication Studies BA Keith Nainby CMA Spring National College Media Convention New York, NY
Mayra Cortez Art BA Susan Ann Stephenson College Art Association Annual Conference Los Angeles, CA
Mikara Dorsey Childhood Development BA Caroline Mercier Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Jamie Hulin Theatre Arts BA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Stephanie Jacinto Art History MA Staci Scheiwiller College Art Association Conference Los Angeles, CA
Greg Jacquay Educational Doctorate EdD Virginia Montero Hernandez CMA Spring National College Media Convention New York, NY
Joy Lawler Theatre Arts BA Clayton Everett Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Austin Mantarro Moore Communication Studies BA Keith Nainby CMA Spring National College Media Convention New York, NY
Bridget Martinez Communication Studies BA Keith Nainby CMA Spring National College Media Convention New York, NY
Marisol Miranda Mathematics BS Heather Coughlin Nebraska Conference for Undergraduate Women in Mathematics (NCUWM) Lincoln, NE
Kathleen Ochoa Communication Studies BA Keith Nainby CMA Spring National College Media Convention New York, NY
Brenda Pedraza Theatre BA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Carlos Pena Garcia De Alba Theatre BA Cynthia DeCure Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Maribel Torres Theatre BA Cynthia DeCure Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ
Jennifer Van Oostende Fine Art BA C. Roxanne Robbin College Art Association Conference Los Angeles, CA
Alexandra Williams Theatre Arts BA John Mayer Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Mesa, AZ

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Jorie Mae Alvarado Ethnic Studies BA Bao Lo Association Asian American Studies Conference San Francisco, CA
Jose Andrade-Aguilera Psychology BA Jeniffer Pace Wittman 10th Annual Conference of the Alliance of Hispanic Serving Institution Educators (AHSIE) Chicago, IL
Diane Bettencourt Psychology BA William Potter Hyatt Regency Santa Clara & Santa Clara Convention Center Santa Clara, CA
Vivian Bui Criminal Justice/ Ethnic Studies BA Bao Lo Association American Studies: Solidarity and Resistance: Toward Asian American

Commitment to Fierce Alliances
San Francisco, CA

Kathryn Damigo Theatre BA Caroline Mercier KCACTF, Region 8 festival Mesa, AZ
Maritza Diaz Art BA Martin Azevedo Southern Graphics Council International 2018 Las Vegas, NV
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Marlenne Escobar Kinesiology BA Jennifer Pace-Wittman 10th Annual Conference of the Alliance of Hispanic Serving Institution Educators (AHSIE) Chicago, IL
Brandon Guerrero Theater BA Caroline Mercier The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival Mesa, AZ
Carrie Lynn Hawes Theatre BA Eric Broadwater USITT Conference Fort Lauderdale, FL
Josephine Hazelton Public Administration MPA Gerard Wellman Urban Affairs Association Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Evan Jonson Psychology BA Gary Williams Western Psychological Association Portland, OR
Soua Lee Educational Leadership EdD Virginia Montero Hernandez 7th International Conference on Hmong Studies Saint Paul, MN
Heaven Lindsey English (Literature) MA Andy Dorsey Southwest Popular/American Culture Association Conference Albuquerque, NM
Matthew Litfin Theatre BA Eric Broadwater Us Institute for Theater Technology (USITT) Fort Lauderdale, FL
Christopher Lopez Chemistry BS Koni Stone 255th American Chemical Society National Meeting New Orleans, LA
Elias Lopez Ecology and Sustainability MS Matthew Cover Society for Freshwater Science Detroit, MI
Katherine Merkling Psychology BA Victor Luevano Western Psychological Association Portland, OR
Abby Merry Chemistry BS Nhu Y Stessman American Chemical Societry National Meeting New Orleans, LA
Jasmine Loren Nagal Psychology & Ethnic Studies BA Bao Lo The Association of Asian American Studies Conference San Francisco, CA
Christian Pinedo History MA Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt 2018 Phi Alpha Theta California Regional Conference- California North Santa Clara, CA
RhondaLee Randle Rhetoric and Teaching Writing MA Matthew Moberly Southwest Popular/American Culture Association Albuquerque, NM
Morgan Shakeshaft Psychology BA Victor Luevano Western Psychological Association Portland, OR
Timothy Trammel Cognitive Studies BA Kelly A. Cotter 2018 Western Psychological Association Convention Portland, OR
Shawn Ward Theatre BA Eric Broadwater United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) Annual Conference Fort Lauderdale, FL
Luangchee Xiong Educational Leadership EdD Virginia Montero Hernandez Seventh International Conference on Hmong Studies St. Paul, MN

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Jasmine Calderon Psychology Program in Behavior Analysis MA Katie Wiskow CalABA 36th Annual Western Regional Conference on Behavior Analysis Santa Clara, CA
Jessica Curtis Interdisciplinary Study Program MA Carmen R. Robbin College Art Association 106th Annual Conference Los Angeles, CA
Allison DaSilva Psychology Program in Behavior Analysis MS Katie Wiskow Association for Behavior Analysis International 44th Annual Convention San Diego, CA
Cristi Denney Art BA Matthew Moberly College Art Association 2018 Annual Conference Los Angeles, CA
Jane Driscoll Art BA Susan Stephenson College Art Association Annual Conference Los Angeles, CA
Tylor Ghaffari Psychology BA Kelly Cotter Western Psychological Association Conference Portland, OR
Genna Mashinchi Psychology BA Dawn Strongin Western Psychological Association Annual Convention Portland, OR
Samuel McCart Theatre BA Eric Broadwater United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) Annual Conference Fort Lauderdale, FL
Samantha McGonigle Art BA Staci Scheiwiller College Art Association Conference Los Angeles, CA
Alyssa Moon Art BA Staci Scheiwiller College Art Association Conference Los Angeles, CA
Rocio Nuno Art BA Staci Scheiwiller College Art Association Annual Conference (CAA) Los Angeles, CA
Haide Rocha Psychology Program in Behavior Analysis MA Katie Wiskow CalABA 36th Annual Western Regional Conference on Behavior Analysis Santa Clara, CA
Christian Salcedo Art History BA Staci Scheiwiller College Art Association Annual Conference (CAA) Los Angeles, CA

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Yamile Arroyo Gomez Psychology BA Gary Williams Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Nicholas Butrica History MA Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt 2018 Northern California Conference of Phi Alpha Theta Santa Clara, CA
Emily Day Psychology BA Deborah Forester Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Alyssa Dye Psychology MA Kurt Baker Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Alejandro Fernandez Art BA Martin Azevedo Southern Graphics Council International 2018 Las Vegas, NV

Rachel Garner Psychology BA Gary Williams Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Breanna Jones Psychology BA Deborah Forester Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Victoria Martinez Geography BA Peggy Hauselt California Geographical Society Annual Conference Sacramento, CA

Angela Pimentel History BA Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt 2018 Northern California Conference of Phi Alpha Theta Santa Clara, CA

Jose Sanchez-Pinelo Psychology BA Victor Luevano Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR

Krystle Sanders Kinesiology BA Jeff Bernard American College of Sports Medicine Annual Meeting Minneapolis, MN

Name Academic Program Degree
Objective

Name of Faculty Sponsor Name of Conference/Exhibit/Professional Event Event Location

Paul Acevedo Art BA Martin Azevedo Southern Graphics Council International (SCGI) Las Vegas, NV

Saul Acevedo Art BA Susan Stephenson Southern Graphics Council International (SCGI) Las Vegas, NV

Walter Astorga Public Administration MPA Xamuel Banales Queer & Trans People of Color (QTPOC) Conference Berkeley, CA

Dler Chang Psychology BA Deborah Forester Association for Behavior Analysis International - 44th Annual Convention San Diego, CA

Moua Chang Psychology MA Bruce Hesse Association for Behavior Analysis International - 44th Annual Convention San Diego, CA

Monica Datta Genetic Counseling MS Janey Youngblom CARDIA: Cardiac Arrhythmia, Sudden Death, Inherited Cardiovascular Disease, Athletes Palo Alto, CA
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Julian Manjarrez Ethnic Studies/Sociology BA Xamuel Banales Queer & Trans People of Color (QTPOC) Conference Berkeley, CA

Margaret Mora Physics BS Xamuel Banales Queer & Trans People of Color (QTPOC) Conference Berkeley, CA

Paola Nieto Psychology in Behavioral Analysis MA Bruce Hesse Association for Behavior Analysis International - 44th Annual Convention San Diego, CA

Hayley Simon Fine Art BFA Susan Stephenson Southern Graphics Council International (SCGI) Las Vegas, NV

Erika Velasquez Psychology BA Victor Luevano Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention Portland, OR
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