
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are some tips for your students to 
survive and thrive during their first year 
of college. 

1. Get Organized. In high school, 
the teachers tended to lead you 
through all the homework and 
due dates. In college, the 
professors post the assignments 
-- often for the entire semester -- 
and expect you to be prepared. 
Buy an organizer, a PDA, a big 
wall calendar -- whatever it takes 
for you to know when 
assignments are due. 

2. Find the ideal place to study. It 
may be your dorm room or a 
cozy corner of the library, but 
find a place that works best for 
you to get your work done -- 
while avoiding as many 
distractions as possible. 

3. Go to class. Obvious, right? 
Maybe, but sleeping in and 
skipping that 8 am class will be 
tempting at times. Avoid the 
temptation. Besides learning the 
material by attending classes, 
you'll also receive vital 
information from the professors 
about what to expect on tests, 
changes in due dates, etc. 

4. Become an expert on course 
requirements and due dates. 
Professors spend hours and 
hours preparing course syllabi 
and calendars so that you will 
know exactly what is expected of 
you -- and when. One of the 
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lamest excuses a student can 
give a professor: "I didn't know it 
was due today." 

5. Get to know your academic 
advisor. This is the person who 
will help you with course 
conflicts, adding or dropping 
courses, scheduling of classes 
for future semesters, deciding on 
majors and minors. This person 
is a key resource for you -- and 
should be the person you turn to 
with any academic issues or 
conflicts. And don't be afraid of 
requesting another adviser if you 
don't click with the one first 
assigned to you. 

6. Seek a balance. College life is a 
mixture of social and academic 
happenings. Don’t tip the 
balance too far in either 
direction.  

7. Get involved on campus. A big 
problem for a lot of new students 
is a combination of 
homesickness and a feeling of 
not quite belonging. A solution? 
Consider joining a select group -- 
and be careful not to go 
overboard -- of student 
organizations, clubs, sororities or 
fraternities, or sports teams. 
You'll make new friends, learn 
new skills, and feel more 
connected to your school. 

These and many other great tips are 
available at 
http://www.quintcareers.com/first-
yearsuccess.html 
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Important Dates and 
Information 

 
 

Fall fees due 
Sept. 3 

 
Fall 2008 

Sept. 4 – Dec. 9 
 

Columbus Day- 
Campus open 

Oct 13 
 

Veterans’ Day- 
Campus closed 

Nov. 11 
 

Thanksgiving Holiday- 
Campus closed 
Nov. 27 & 28 

 
Fall Final Exams 

Dec. 11 -17 
 

Holiday Break- 
Campus closed 
Dec. 25 – Jan. 1 
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The Summer Reading Program is a common reading experience that was 
designed to provide a strong intellectual and social experience for 
incoming students, strengthen students' connection to campus and 
contribute to their academic success. Free books are distributed to 
freshmen at New Student Orientation. The book for 2008 is Into The Wild 
by Jon Krakauer. 

This year, we have a student reader who will be posting her thoughts on 
myspace and asking questions about the book online. Also, written study 
questions will be posted online.  

Into The Wild will be used in many of the freshman classes during the fall 
semester, so it is important that incoming freshmen read it. Also, we highly 
recommend that family members read the book and engage in dialogue 
regarding it.  

For more information about the book and the author, please visit the CSU 
Stanislaus Library site. 
 
 

 
 
Events relating to Into The Wild will occur during the fall semester. 
Information about these events will be included in future issues of this 
newsletter as well as on the website at 
http://www.csustan.edu/studentlife/summerreading/ 

Summer Reading Program 2008 
Parents Program 

California State 
University, Stanislaus 

 
PARENT’S 
HOTLINE: 

209-664-6632 
 

OR 
 

PARENTS 
@CSUSTAN.EDU 

 
 

PARENTS 
LISTSERVE: 

(communicate with 
other parents by 

sending an email to 
the listserve) 

 
Parents-program-

l@listbot. 
csustan.edu 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.csustan.edu/
parents 
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Official move-in for Housing is Friday August 29. The Housing Office is finalizing room 
assignments and will be sending detailed information to all residents by Friday August 8. This 
information will include contact information for your roommates, if they allowed the information to 
be released, and extensive instructions on actual preparation and moving. If you have any 
additional questions, please email Housing@csustan.edu. 
 


