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How higher education should be funded has been a huge debate especially now 

since this economic downturn has begun. California’s deficit has risen to about 26 billion 

dollars!  I myself am able to attend college because of financial help from the 

government, otherwise I most likely wouldn’t have been able to afford to attend. The 

government should help pay at least most of the expenses for higher education. Funding 

higher education affects how our economy will be, the more people being educated the 

more people will be contributing in the growth of our economy. 

On October 25th a forum at CSU Stanislaus took place where, Representative 

Kristin Olsen of the Twenty-Fifth Assembly District of California spoke about the issue 

about how funding higher education should be made, she said that the government is able 

to pay for higher education and not raising taxes at the same time. She said that all they 

had to do was prioritize on spending, by that they could not increase funding for 

education but they can keep it the same instead of cutting it like it has been happening 

lately. Instead of spending so much on housing people in prisons, more money should be 

spent on higher education. In 2009 a report made by the Legislative Analysts Office on 

how much it costs to house one inmate in prison was and revealed that it costs about 

forty-seven thousand! They spend on security, medical care and food to about 171,000 

inmates back in 2009. (LAO 1) According to LAO “About a fifth of the state budget goes 

to higher education and corrections combined.” (LAO 1). The LAO explains how much it 



costs to have inmates in prison, instead of spending so much on inmates, more money 

should be spent on higher education.  By funding education more, then more people will 

able to attend and be more successful. Funding higher education does not only benefit the 

individual but also society by being able to contribute back to the economy. They are able 

to compete for jobs and better our economy. 

Olsen’s point of view on the subject was “We have to fund education, it is 

intricately connected to the success of our economy.” (Olsen). She explained how having 

more educated people, they could have better jobs, pay taxes, and help fund future 

student’s education. The lack of funding can cause students to take longer to graduate or 

maybe not attend at all simply because the student or their parents cannot afford it. “If 

these young people are delayed in entering the job force because they are short courses 

they need to graduate, how much does it cost the state in foregone tax revenues?” (The 

Civil Rights Project at UCLA 3). With more of a delay in a student’s journey getting their 

education in order to have a job or career does not only cost the student more, it also 

costs the government because it would start to tax and collect from the individual after 

they start working. This money could help other beginning or future students to help 

finance their education and continue to fund other students in the future. It would help to 

stimulate the economy with the more people being educated and the organization of 

funding by prioritizing.  

The economic downturn has not only impacted education but also families of all 

kinds. Students, whose parents have a low income from their job(s) or have recently been 

laid off, may sometimes need more help from that individual. “The economic recession 

has reversed the typical roles of students and parents. Parents facing economic crises 



must often take help from students that are simultaneously trying to support themselves 

and pay increasing college costs.” (The Civil Rights Project at UCLA 7). Students not 

only will pick up a part time job to help pay for their expenses but also their parents. I 

know this for a fact because I go to college as a full time student three days a week and 

spend the other two days working as a tutor so I can help my parents out on their bill 

payments and also have some money to pay for supplies for school. I how hard it is at 

times to keep everything balanced.  

One counter statement that did make me think more about this issue at the forum 

was when Olsen said, “There has to be skin in the game…”(Olsen). She explained how 

funding higher education should be part government funded and part paid by the 

individual. She also said that if the individual is paying fir it that they would be more 

involved and do better because they are investing in their own education. The student 

would not like to just throw away their own money, but use it to their advantage. 

Compared to a student that gets everything paid off for and doesn’t use it to their 

advantage. It not only wastes money but also takes it away from another individual that 

could use it wisely.  

Another way funding can be more available to those who need and deserve it is 

with more restrictions. Olsen said, since resources are limited that there should be more 

restrictions to see if students are improving with the financial help. If the students are not 

using the money wisely, it takes away from another student that might also qualify for the 

money but because limited resources, was not granted money to help fund education. 

(Olsen). She explained how students are just given the money after they qualify for it and 

the government doesn’t even check up on how they use the money. She said that the 



government should check to see if the student is progressing to get their degree and if not 

to take away the funds from that student so it can be used better. 

Funding by the government makes big differences for the students. It provides 

them with the opportunity to pursue higher education they would not be able to have 

without the help. It gives them the chance to pursue their career. It also helps stimulate 

the economy. Students are able to give back to the community. That is why more should 

be provided to students rather than be taken away.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Works Cited 

Olsen, Kristin. "Open Forum: Perspectives in Higher Education." Open Forum: 

Perspectives in Higher Education. CSU Stanislaus, Turlock, California. 25 Oct. 2011. 

Address. 

 

"Squeezed from All Sides: The CSU Crisis and California's Future — The Civil Rights 

Project at UCLA." The Civil Rights Project at UCLA. Web. 10 Nov. 2011. 

 

"California Criminal Justice FAQ: How Much Does It Cost to Incarcerate an Inmate?" 

California Legislative Analyst's Office. California Legislative Analyst's Office. Web. 10 

Nov. 2011. 


	Works Cited

