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Financial Aid Access 

 These days many people might be paying college through their own pocket, their parents, 

or the most common for some of us financial aid. Financial aid  pretty much is money given to 

students by federal and state agencies, foundations, and corporations if they meet certain 

requirements. It can also be said that financial aid might be what determines if someone gets the 

opportunity to have a higher education or not. Some of the requirements that are needed are your 

family's income information, social security and U.S. citizenship. Not all agree that being a U.S. 

citizen should be a requirement to receive financial aid. For example, Gov. Jerry Brown is one of 

those people. He believes that students that are not legally in the country should be able to 

eligible for financial aid to attend a UC or a CSU. I agree with Brown because I believe that 

undocumented immigrants should have an opportunity to obtain  financial aid and the right to 

have a higher education.   

 I believe that undocumented immigrants should have the right to obtain financial aid 

because it will give them a chance of obtaining a higher education. I feel that financial aid should 

not be limited due to people's immigration status. Their immigration status should not mean 

anything when they are actually wanting to have a higher education which will benefit them and 

the U.S because it will allow for a majority of the population to be educated which will only 

bring positive outcomes. The reason for this is because I  attended a high school that had good 

amount of undocumented immigrants and I had the chance to make friends with some of them 

and  noticed that many of them take their education way more seriously than many of the 



students that are U.S. citizens. Being able to have an education for undocumented immigrants is 

a really important thing for them because they want to do something with their life and be able to 

take care of their parents as they grow older. Some undocumented immigrants have the same, or 

more, of a drive as students that are U.S citizens to do something with their life and take care of 

their family.    

 For example, I have a friend that I've known since fourth grade that is not a U.S citizen 

and I can honestly say that he seems to be smarter than me.. All through my middle school and 

high school years he has always been a student that has received only A's and B's but that doesn't 

change the fact he is not able to receive financial aid and attend a college due to financial 

problems. He works harder than any other person I know that is a student. He shouldn't be 

limited to what he can or can't do due to his immigration status and that goes for any other 

undocumented immigrant that has a the same drive of obtaining a higher education. That is why I 

believe that undocumented immigrants should be able to receive financial aid and I agree with 

the California Dream Act. 

 "The California Dream Act is a bill also known as the AB 130 that allows undocumented 

students access to publicly-funded financial aid for college. The bill was signed by California 

governor Jerry Brown and will take effect in 2013. The bill will allow the undocumented 

students to receive the same state-funded tuition aid programs that are available to U.S. citizens 

and legal residents"(Multi-American). I am personally for  AB 130 because it is not just giving 

most of the state-funded tuition to all undocumented immigrants. It is giving financial help to 

undocumented immigrants that graduate from California high schools after attending school for 

at least three year. They also have to prove that they are in the process of applying to legalize 

their immigration status. This means it will give money to the undocumented that are really 



trying to obtain a higher education because if they are wanting to have a higher education then 

they will apply to legalize their immigration status.  

 Allowing undocumented students to receive financial aid can also benefit all of us. As 

Gov. Jerry Brown stated, "The Dream Act benefits us all by giving top students a chance to 

improve their lives and the lives of all of us" (LA Times 6). I think what he means is that we can 

all benefit from this because if a majority of our society is well educated then we will have a lot 

to gain. So if we allow undocumented students to receive financial aid and receive a higher 

education than we will have a well educated society. We already benefit from undocumented 

immigrants because a lot of them are working in the fields and growing crops which allows us to 

grow good vegetation. But if we had more undocumented people that had higher education then 

they will be able to help in many other job fields.  

 Undocumented students should be granted the right to receive financial aid because we 

have to recognize that many of the undocumented students didn't really have a choice whether or 

not they wanted to come to this country. So we should treat them equally because many of them 

were brought to this country when they were little kids and they were taught about the 

opportunities we have when having higher education and to dream big. But even though they 

didn't have the choice on wanting to come to this country or not they should be granted the 

choice whether or not to better themselves.  

 Not all agree with the AB 130 because that will take away money from U.S. citizens that 

are students and that need money to attend school. I understand that this is true because there is a 

limited amount of money that can be given to students but I have seen things that make me think 

otherwise. I have met a good amount of students that received financial aid that have had a lot of 

money left over and many of them do not really put it into good use. From my experience I have 



seen many students spend their left over money on going out, buying expensive electronics just 

because they want to, not because it is necessary, and last, but not least, they spend it on drugs. I 

have met people that just get their checks and never go back to school. I am not saying that 

everyone that receives financial aid spends it on drugs and that they are like that, but I seen many 

people do that and it makes me question. What if most of the money that is left over or being 

spent on unnecessary things is given to some of the undocumented students that are actually 

wanting to have a higher education? 

 Undocumented students should have the right to have a higher education and the right to 

have the same dream of making something out of themselves. There should not be a limit to what 

some can do due to their immigration status because in the end their status doesn't represent who 

they are and what they are capable of doing. We should all be equal when it comes to wanting to 

better ourselves and wanting to have an education.  
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