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 “THE DREAM ACT, a spark of faith” 

“THE DREAM ACT” a tiny speck of hope for those immigrant students whom 

desire to continue school, and achieve a higher education here in California. As we all may 

know attending college is not easy, there are many legal students who have the opportunity 

to attend college and take that opportunity for granted. While on the other hand there are 

thousands of immigrant students wanting to continue with a higher education but find it 

difficult because they are unable to pay such a high tuition. If these students had already 

been granted with free education from kindergarten through high school why shouldn’t the 

government provide the same help with everyone throughout college despite their legal 

status? “THE DREAM ACT” needs to be approved. This law consists of allowing 

immigrants to obtain their residency and qualify for private and public scholarships.  

Many of those undocumented immigrant students have been living here in 

California most of their lives. Their parents came to the United States seeking for better life 

thinking not only of themselves but also the promising future their kids would have here in 

California or any other country in the United States, but how would that be possible if the 

only jobs that those immigrant parents are capable of getting are jobs working out in the 

fields. With what they are being paid that is not enough to pay their expenses and their 

kids’ college tuition. Therefor according to (Matheson P.10), “THE DREAM ACT would 

offer an affordable education to college – bound teens that are here illegally through no 



 
 

fault of their own.” Those teens whom are children of undocumented parents do not have 

fault at all to be brought into the United States illegally, therefore they shouldn’t be held 

accountable for their parent’s actions. Why deny the education to someone who has lived in 

the United States almost all their life? According to the preamble “Everyone is entitled to 

all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, 

such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 

origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis 

of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a 

person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other 

limitation of sovereignty” (The Universal Article 2 ) 

They have been raised as Americans and learned the American traditions; it should 

be equal right to everyone if they have already lived in California. By sending them back 

and not giving them the opportunity to receive financial aid they are not only leaving 

behind the life they have built up here, but also giving up their dreams and going to a 

country which is what others see as their homeland but they no longer see it that way.  

Some Americans might believe that immigrants have no right to become benefited 

from our tax money. For example Mr. Edward Krigbaum made a really good point in the 

debate meeting that took place here at CSU Stanislaus when he stated “ I would have no 

problem on agreeing for students to get free education, but only if those other countries 

would provide the same help if American students would like to go study to their country” 

(Krigbaum) Therefor he believes that as long as those countries aren’t providing the same 

help, then the United States shouldn’t be allowing students to get free education. However, 

I believe the dream act is a good investment even though our state is passing for a great 



 
 

recession, providing immigrant with this opportunity will in the future be of great help to 

our economy and might even get us out of this economic recession. Once these students are 

done with their career, they will be paying taxes also which will later benefit the 

government.  

I agree with Bill Clinton, our state may not have the money enough for this huge 

investment now but like Clinton states, “One of the reasons for the growth and the power of 

the American economy is that the birthrate of native-born Americans and the immigration 

rate together has given us a growing population not so fast we can't take care of it, not so 

slow the economy stagnates. Now the birthrate of native-born Americans is dropping, and 

if we want to continue to grow the economy, we'll actually do better if we have more 

immigrants, not fewer, and if the immigrants who are here can maximize their education…. 

All you have to do is look at the numbers….” (Allen Pg.7) What Clinton is trying to state is 

that “THE DREAM ACT” is a great investment for our country. We have to look at it in all 

points and angles not just the negative way. If we all put a little bit of effort, in the long run 

“THE DREAM ACT” will benefit each and every one in California. 

Finally after waiting for so long and having to go through so many struggles, the 

second part of “THE DREAM ACT” was signed by the California Governor Jerry Brown 

on October 8, 2011. “Students who graduate from a California high school and can prove 

they are on path to legalize their immigration status can also pay resident tuition rates in the 

state. The bill also allows those students to apply for state aid” (A.P. Pg.4). This means that 

while being in college they have to be in the process of being legalized. 



 
 

When Governor Jerry Brown signed the second part of “THE DREAM ACT” he 

pointed out that “Going to college is a dream that promises intellectual excitement and 

creative thinking. THE DREAM ACT benefits us all by giving top student a chance to 

improve their lives and the lives of all of us” ( Wood Pg.2) This new law will not only 

benefit immigrants, but also the rest of us who are struggling in this economic depression. 

By giving these people the opportunity to be well educated they will be prepared and 

capable of helping the rest of us in the United States once they graduate college and start 

paying the government taxes. “Brown apparently believes that by passing the Dream Act he 

will address these fiscal problems, as he is stressing that the bill is simply an investment in 

untapped human resources”.( Stepman Pg.6) 

Now that the second part of THE DREAM ACT has been signed, immigrants have 

accomplished what they were looking for, yet they are not completely done. The second 

part of THE DREAM ACT only states that immigrants will be granted with public and 

private scholarships which will help them finish their carrier in a University or a 

community college in California in order to obtain a degree. However, it does not mean that 

they will obtain their residency. Undocumented students have come a long way towards 

this achievement. Being helped to pay for their college tuition has become a great help for 

them. After signing the bill, Brown said, “I’m committed to expanding opportunity 

wherever I can find it, and certainly these kinds of bill promote a goal of a more inclusive 

California and a more educated California.” (Gilroy Pg.7) Now that part of THE DREAM 

ACT has been signed, this is only one of the many more accomplishments illegal 

immigrants have been granted with. It is up to them to demonstrate that thanks to THE 



 
 

DREAM ACT they are capable of achieving their dreams, and most importantly helping 

their country get out this great recession. 
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