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Education with Fairness 

 Should education be provided to all the people who want to achieve a higher 

education? Arguments go around the nation discussing financial aid for illegal immigrants 

who want to attend a community college or pursue a degree in any state university. Most 

people seem against it, especially college students. They argue if the government provides 

for undocumented students financially it could increase tuition. They argue that by 

increasing the amount everything would get more expensive, for example books or 

materials for the courses.  Other people argue that it is going to increase taxes. On the other 

side some students argue that it’s fair for immigrants who are undocumented to have the 

opportunity to receive financial aid. Governor Jerry Brown signed the Dream Act of 

California on October 8 2011. Now everyone who wants to pursue a higher education and 

it’s willing to work hard should be equally helped by the state of California. 

 Approximately eight millions people emigrate from one country to another simply 

because they are looking for a better life. Some parents sacrifice leaving behind their 

cultures to bring their children to United States to provide them with a better education. 

Unfortunately, some families have to cross the border which causes them to be cataloged as 

undocumented immigrants. Gildersleeve and others grants that “Sixty-five thousand 

undocumented children who have lived in the United States for five years or longer 

graduate from high school every year. These young people have limited means to legalize 
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their status in this country and, as a result, face a complex and dynamic set of legal and 

political contexts that can constrain their pursuits for higher education”( Gildersleeve, 

Evely, Rumann, Mondragon 2). If they have been leaving in the USA for a long period of 

time they should be equally treated. Being undocumented prevented millions of high school 

graduates from attending the college they always dream of or any community college. 

Undocumented immigrants suffer to be able to purse a higher education. 

 Los Angeles Chicano Studies Center concedes that “Their struggles go 

unacknowledged by most researchers, state policy makers, and officials of California's 

public colleges and universities” (Struggling for Opportunity). This signifies that it doesn’t 

matter all the sacrifices they went through. Sometimes no one acknowledged how hard they 

have worked on their education. In some occasion’s undocumented students are the ones 

who try harder to succeed in life. On some circumstance they put twice as hard work as a 

legal student would normally do. The universities do not see how much the undocumented 

college students struggle to further their education. 

Stop and think what would we do if we were undocumented students? Even though 

we don’t want to acknowledge how difficult it would be if we were undocumented students 

we would like some type of financial aid. Undocumented students attend to college 

however; they don’t have any financial help. This not only brings hard work to them, but to 

their parents as well. Erica states ”Data Identifying that undocumented students pay for 

their education through work, family contributions, few scholarships, and strategies such as 

working more and taking fewer classes, it also links the stress placed on undocumented 

students and their families”(Meiners).Students as well as the parents can struggle to be 

successful. The parents have to work extra hard to be able to help their child get a higher 
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education. The consequences are that illegal students have to work full time jobs and it 

causes them to only be able to take lower course that doesn’t require a long time. 

According to William Perez” Many overcome academic and socio-emotional barriers 

through social and moral support from family, peers, school agents and academic 

programs”. (Perez). They do have some type of emotional help however that is not enough 

to be successful in life. Without thought the state of California should really consider does 

facts. The government is the only one that can change the law to support the undocumented 

students.  

Some may agree other would or will do anything to stop the government from 

helping financially to the undocumented student’s. Our government, especially the 

president of the United States, plays a major role in education. He has the opportunity to 

create and or pass laws the help with our education. For the past year congress faced the 

fact of students protesting and supporting undocumented immigrants. The Dream Act was 

created from those types of situations.  Katii Gray convey that “California law has extended 

in-state tuition rates to illegal immigrants as long as they have attended a California high 

school for at least three years, earned a high school diploma or GED and have proof that 

they are working to obtain citizenship’’(Gray3). This will give graduated high school 

immigrants the opportunity to lower their tuition. By having the opportunity to receive   

help financial they could dedicate more time to their studies and don’t worry so much about 

the money. Also with the approval of The Dream Act of California, undocumented 

immigrants can finished their education to be fully completed. The result of the signed of 

this law brought happiness to millions especially, student who though their dream of 

pursuing a higher education would be stop after high school. 
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 It is true that others have different opinions. Kristin Olsen a former Modesto City 

Council member and former assistant Vice President of communications and public Affairs 

at CSU Stanislaus does not agree with the Dream Act of California. She believes that the 

“California Dream Act will take away the Cal Grants from legal citizens” (Olsen). Does she 

have a good point? Yes, she does however; all high school graduates that want to pursue a 

higher education should have the opportunity to do so. Students who are willing to put 

effort should get the financial help from the state of California. 

 Other students might also argue the fact that tuition might increase because 

undocumented students are going to be eligible to receive financial aid. Katti Gray was told 

by Assemblyman Gil Cedillo, a Democrat "The future of California's economy depends 

on the ability of these students to graduate, to perform well and to contribute. This 

creates an opportunity"(Gray).  This is a power full opinion that reveals a variety of 

opinions from others who might not agree. We have to have in mind that it’s better for 

undocumented students to achieve a higher education because they could be the future of 

the state of California or even the United States. 

Of course that’s not the only reason undocumented students should get financial aid 

from the state. A major reason is that it shouldn’t matter what statues the college students 

because everyone should have the opportunity to purse a higher education. The rights 

should be the equal to everyone.  Some undocumented students are here to extend their 

education. That was the reason they parents decided to immigrate to the United States. The 

opportunity should not be denied to them. One day those undocumented student will be the 

future of California or even the entire United States. Undocumented should be provided 

with financial aid because ever one should be treated equally.  Nevertheless, others might 
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not agree on the opportunity to lend a hand for financial aid to the undocumented college 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


