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The current plan is to have the MSGC program sunset in summer/fall 2020.  A letter has already been 

submitted to the Accreditation Council for Genetic Counseling (ACGC) surrendering the Program’s 

accreditation on December 31, 2020.  In the intervening time, a feasibility study will be implemented to 

determine if a multi-campus/systemwide CSU Genetic Counseling Program (CSU-MSGC) can be 

established.  If such as program is deemed feasible, it would require a new program application to 

ACGC.  It is anticipated to take about two years to complete the application process and receive 

approval for accepting the first cohort of students.   

The following steps have already been taken as part of the feasibility study: 

1) A CSU Taskforce has been established with faculty members from five different CSU campuses: San 

Francisco State, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Dominguez Hills, and Stanislaus.  Each faculty member is 

from their respective Biology Departments. 

2) UC San Diego Medical School has expressed initial interest in potentially collaborating with a new 

CSU-MSGC program.  Although they are collaborating with another Genetic Counseling program in 

South Dakota, they will be investigating their capacity to provide clinical internships and engage with the 

new program in other ways.  An initial phone meeting has been scheduled for late December 2018.  

3) Since UCSD has expressed an interest in collaboration, and the ACGC accreditation process requires 

the designation of a “home institution” for a new program, San Diego State University (SDSU) is a logical 

choice to fulfil that role.  Although we are envisioning a multi-campus/systemwide involvement, an 

agreement on a “home institution” designee is necessary.  The Dean of the College of Sciences at SDSU 

has expressed strong interest in discussing his campus’ involvement in the new program, and an initial 

phone meeting is scheduled for mid-December 2018.  The discussion will include any significant role that 

Stanislaus State can have in this new program structure. 

4) Since the new program is envisioned to consist of a significant number of online courses, we have 

reached out to the Director of the Genetic Counseling Program at Boise State University.  This program 

will start with its first class in fall 2019, and is the first program to offer its entire curriculum online 

(except clinical internships).  Discussions with the Director have been underway to learn from her 

experience of developing online courses and to explore opportunities for shared curriculum and other 

resources. 

5) To spread the word of the new CSU-MSGC proposal among the other CSU campuses, Janey 

Youngblom will make a brief presentation at the CSU systemwide Biology Chairs meeting in January to 

describe the initiative and answer questions.   

 


