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Equal Opportunity Education?  
Assessing Information Resources for Hispanic  

Students at Turlock High School 
 

Gabriela De La Mora 
 

It has been fifty years since the landmark 
decision in Brown v. Board of Education, 
which ruled that segregation practices in 
education are inconsistent with a student’s 
entitlement to equality of opportunity.  Much 
has been gained in the aftermath of this 
decision to improve race relations and to 
increase equal opportunity in our country’s 
education systems.  Yet there are still racial 
inequalities in education.  I will discuss one 
area where disproportionate opportunity still 
suggests a serious need for improvement: 
specifically, I am interested in what accounts 
for the proportionally lower participation in 
higher education by Hispanic students.  

It is well established that Hispanics are not 
entering and graduating from college at the 
same rate as their Anglo counterparts.  One 
explanation is that Hispanics are not meeting 
the college-entrance requirements established 
for high school graduates who intend to enroll 
in college.  There is a sequence of high school 
level courses that are required to meet the 
minimum eligibility requirements for 
admission into the University of California or 
California State University system.  This 
sequence of courses is called the “A through 
G” requirements (A=>G).  The percentage of 
Hispanic high school graduates in the Central 
Valley completing A=>G requirements is 
18.6, in comparison to 36.2% for Anglos 
(Danenberg, Jepsen and Cerdan 2002:38). 

  So why are Hispanics not taking the 
classes they would need for entrance to a 
public four-year college?  The intention of 
this research is to investigate the extent to 
which information about college (and in 
particular, information about college entrance 
requirements) is being transmitted equitably 
to all high school students.  There needs to be 

more discussion about what is happening in 
the education system to account for the lower 
participation rates among Hispanic students in 
higher education.  My research will study one 
high school population to determine whether 
information about college has been shared 
equitably across ethnic groups.  If it has not 
been shared equitably, I will seek to establish 
a basis for the obligation of educators to try 
and correct this, in the spirit of the landmark 
ruling in Brown v. Board of Education. 

Lack of college access for any group is a 
serious problem.  The benefits of having an 
educated population are priceless.  A 
community that is educated is one with more 
job opportunities because businesses are 
attracted to places where they can draw on a 
large pool of educated employees.  These 
employment opportunities have been shown 
to have an exponential impact on the general 
quality of life.   

In 2000, Hispanics represented the largest 
ethnic minority group in California with 32.4 
percent of the population.  Proportional to the 
state as a whole, the San Joaquin Valley has a 
higher concentration, but also one of the 
lowest college attendance rates, of Hispanics 
(Johnson 2002:12). Because of this disparity, 
we can see that this research project is 
significant not only to the Hispanic 
population in our region, but also to all who 
reside in the Central Valley.  By implication, 
this condition impacts quality of life 
throughout the state of California, and 
ultimately across the nation as a whole.  
Education is vital for every citizen.  Without 
equitable access to higher education, affected 
populations will receive less education than 
communities require if they are to flourish in 
a fast-changing social/economic environment. 
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It is commonly taken for granted that 
anyone with desire and commitment can 
transcend all barriers and succeed in life.  
Although not impossible, this sadly does not 
occur frequently or easily enough, and 
certainly not without the help of others.  All 
students need someone to guide them and 
given them good quality information to make 
decisions about their education.  Hispanics 
and other ethnic minorities often come from 
uneducated backgrounds and thus the parent’s 
or even older siblings are unfamiliar with the 
college process and can not give guidance.  
The result is limited information resources 
and poor-quality information.   

To address these shortcomings, there are 
programs in place to work with high schools 
to try and transmit information about college 
to all students.  For instance, CSU Stanislaus 
has an outreach program to bring information 
presentations to the high schools.  In addition, 
many high schools appoint a counselor to 
work primarily with seniors to help them with 
college applications and scholarships.  But is 
this enough?   

To try and answer this, my research entails 
interviewing administrators from the 
Outreach Program at CSU Stanislaus 
concerning their relationship with high 
schools, and to discuss possible obstacles, if 
any, in reaching the students population 
targeted in my research.  Furthermore, I will 
seek to distribute surveys concerning college 
requirements, information resources and plans 
for college to a broad selection of students at 
Turlock High School.  My guiding hypothesis 
is that Hispanic students typically have fewer 
information resources and know less about 
where to find information about college than 
Anglo students.  This may account for why 
Hispanic students take less initiative to enroll 
in four-year colleges than Anglo students. 

The stagnant college attendance rates of 
Hispanics have raised questions regarding the 
barriers that Hispanics face throughout their 
high school years.  One of the obstacles that 

Hispanics face in their pursuit for higher 
education is the lack of information.  There 
are numerous sources from where a high 
school student can receive or request college 
information from, such as school counselors, 
educated parents or siblings, or college 
admissions counselors, just to name a few.  
However, not every student has access to such 
resources.  To explain why not all students 
have access to such information this 
researcher will use social capital theory. 

Social Capital Theory refers to the 
combination of actual or potential personal 
and social resources (Lin 2001).  Examples of 
personal resources would be a person’s 
educational skills and preparation, and their 
family’s educational background.  Social 
resources reflect connections with individuals 
who can grant access to information and 
additional resources necessary for social or 
personal advancement.  These resources 
function as part of a larger network and are 
integral to an individual’s success because 
they serve as a link to otherwise unknown 
information (Lin 2001).  However, as Lin 
(2001) explains, not everyone has the same 
extensive or diverse social connections, which 
results in unequal distributions of basic social 
resources.   

To increase the likelihood of attaining 
access to and success in higher education, 
high school students need access to specific 
information, continuous support, and key 
relationships.  But when there are inequalities 
in these basic social resources, there are likely 
to be further inequalities in the acquisition of 
collateral resources needed to gain access to 
higher education (including, e.g., financial 
aid, personal esteem, and an understanding of 
what is expected in regard to applications). 

Social relationships can increase an 
individual’s knowledge and create 
opportunities that otherwise would not be 
possible.  Referring to a student’s primary 
relationships, high school students rely on 
their parents for the most support.  However, 
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when parents are uneducated and are 
unfamiliar with the education system, they 
may not provide much useful information and 
are unlikely to have any contacts with a 
university (or similar resources).  Hispanic 
parents are more likely to be uneducated, 
which limits the Hispanic high school 
student’s social network.  Likewise, siblings 
can be links to universities and provide 
valuable information, but Hispanic students 
are often the first in their family to attend a 
postsecondary educational institute.  As a 
result, disproportionate numbers of Hispanic 
students find themselves without essential 
information about higher education and 
without the familial acquaintances who can 
provide this information and help establish a 
connection to a university. 

Social resources are captured in social 
networks, which in turn extend opportunities.  
But what makes inequalities are the actions 
and choices of individuals based on these 
resources (Lin 2001).  The social capital of 
Hispanic students is limited, which affects 
both the quantity and quality of the college 
information they receive.   

Without adequate sources of appropriate 
information, a high school student cannot take 
the necessary steps needed to become eligible 
for admission to a four-year university, much 
less know what is needed to apply.  The result 
is bound to put them at an unfair disadvantage 
relative to students who have more social 
resources at their disposal.  The accessibility 
of college information greatly affects the 

college attendance rates of Hispanics, due 
primarily to the likelihood of coming from an 
uneducated background.   

I have devised a special questionnaire for 
distribution to randomly selected Turlock 
High School students.  The questionnaire will 
be comprised of questions concerning college 
requirements; where the student acquired their 
information; and steps taken towards college 
enrollment.  My research subjects will be 
students at Turlock High School from diverse 
ethnicities and income levels.  No responses 
will be excluded as I consider it important to 
compare all student views.  I am presuming I 
will be granted access to a broad selection of 
students (allowing for a true random sample), 
to ensure that my research data will reflect the 
full spectrum of students enrolled at the high 
school.  It is not clear that such access will be 
granted, and I will report on the significance 
of this if in fact such access is limited. 

I will also conduct careful interviews with 
staff from the CSU Stanislaus Outreach 
Office.  These interviews will allow me to 
conduct a more in-depth investigation of my 
central research hypotheses.  The interview 
questions I ask will concern the university’s 
relationship with local high schools and any 
challenges the outreach staff has experienced 
in transmitting information to high school 
students.  Staff members from CSU Stanislaus 
Outreach Department will be selected who 
have considerable familiarity with outreach to 
local high schools.   
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Advising about College Questionnaire 
 

Please circle your answers.  Answer all questions.______________________________________ 
1.  What is your grade level?           9     10     11     12 
 
2.  What is your ethnicity?     

a. Hispanic/Latino  
b. African American        
c. Caucasian                    
d. Asian 
e. Pacific Islander 
f. American Indian    
g. Other (please state) _____________ 

 
3.  Do you speak another language other than English at home?   Yes     No 
       If yes, what is it? _______________        
 
4.  What is the highest education degree attained by either of your parents?      
      (Use the level of the parent who completed the most years)         

      a. Less than high school diploma       
      b. High school diploma     
      c. Some College 
      d. College degree                               
      e. Some Graduate School       
      f. Graduate degree   
      g. PhD or professional degree 

 
5.  How many brothers and sisters live in your household? _________ 
 
6.  Do you have older brothers or sisters who have gone to college?   Yes No 
 
7.  What would you estimate to be your parents’ income level?      

a. under $20,000       
  b. $20,000-35,999    

c. $36,000-50,000      
d. over $50,000 

 
8.  Have you thought about going to a four year university?    Yes No 
 
9.  Do you know what university you want to attend?        Yes     No     Don’t know  
 
10. If yes to previous question, please name university _________________________________ 
 
11.  Do you know where to find information about the application process  
       for universities?         Yes No 
 
12.  Do you know where to get scholarship applications or financial assistance? Yes No 
 
13.  Have you started to apply to universities?     Yes No 
 
14.  Have you started to apply for scholarships or financial aid?   Yes No 
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Encuesta sobre Consejos de Colegio 
 

Por favor círculé tus respuestas. Conteste todas las preguntas.____________________________ 
1. ¿Cuál es tu grado?               9     10     11     12 
 
2. ¿Cuál es tu grupo étnico?  

a. Hispano/Latino          
b. African American            
c. Anglo       
d. Asian 
e. Pacific Islander 
f. American Indian                    
g. Otro _____________ 

 
3. ¿Hablas otra lengua que no es el inglés en casa?      Sí No 
      Si es sí, cuál es? _______________________       
 
4. ¿Cuál es el grado más alto logrado por cualquiera de tus padres?  
      (utilice el nivel del padre que terminó la mayoría de años) 

a. Menos de la prepa                         
b. Prepa            
c. Alguna universidad 

     d. Recibido(a) de la universidad          
e. Empezó maestría                  
f.  Maestría  

           g. Doctorado o certificado profesional 
 
5. ¿Cuántos hermanos(as) viven en tu casa? _________ 
 
6. ¿Tienes hermanos(as) mayores que han ido a la universidad?   Sí No 
 
7. ¿Cuál es el nivel de ingresos de tus padres?  

a. menos de $20,000   
b. $20,000-35,999   
c. $36,000-50,000   
d. más de $50,000 

 
8. ¿Has pensado en ir a una universidad de cuatro años?    Sí No 
 
9. ¿Sabes qué universidad deseas atender?                       Sí      No     No sé 
 
10. Si respondiste sí a la pregunta previa, nombra la universidad __________________________ 
 
11. ¿Sabes dónde encontrar la información sobre el proceso de aplicar a 
       universidades?          Sí No 
 
12. ¿Sabes dónde conseguir aplicaciones de becas o ayuda financiera?  Sí No 
 
13. ¿Has comenzado a aplicar a universidades?     Sí No 
 
14. ¿Has comenzado a solicitar becas or ayuda financiera?    Sí No 
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15.  Where do you get most of your college and scholarship information from?  (Choose one) 
a. Counselor        
b. Family 
c. Own Search        
d. Nowhere 
e. Other (please state)_________ 

 
16.  Do you have access to the internet at home to do research on universities  
       and scholarships?          Yes No 
 
17.  Do you consult with your school counselor often for academic advice? Yes No 
 
18.  Are you comfortable visiting your school counselor whenever you need to? Yes No 
 
19.  Have you spoken with your school counselor about attending college?  Yes No 
 
20.  Does your counselor give you information about universities?    Yes No 
 
21.  Does your counselor give you scholarship applications?   Yes No 
 
22.  Do your parents tell you about the process of applying to universities?  Yes No 
 
23.  Do your parents encourage you to do research on universities?   Yes No 
 
24.  Do your parents encourage you to research scholarships?   Yes No 
 
25.  Do you know if you will need to take the SAT or ACT exam     
       for the universities you are applying to?       Yes No 
 
26.  Do you know what classes you need to take to meet admissions   
       requirements for the UC and CSU system.     Yes No 
 
27.  Do you know what the A-G requirements are?     Yes No 
 
28.  Are you in AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination), or   
       HYLC (Hispanic Youth Leadership Council)?     Yes No 
 
29.  Are you in any other academic or leadership program?     Yes No 
       Please name _____________________________________ 
 
30.  Your GPA is:  

a. High (A-B)      b. Average (C)     c. Low (D-F) 
 
31.  How much information does your high school provide about requirements for four-year          

university eligibility? 
a. Very much information     
b. Much information  
c. Some information       

        d. None              
e. I do not know 

 
Thank you for your participation. 
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 15. ¿Donde consigues la mayoría de tu información de universidades y becas? (Escoga uno) 
a. Consejero     
b. Familia 
c. Propia Investigación      
d. Ninguna parte 
e. Otro __________ 

 
16. ¿Tienes acceso al Internet en tu casa para hacer investigación sobre la  
        universidad y becas?        Sí No 
 
17. ¿Consultas con tu consejero(a) a menudo para consejo académico?  Sí No 
 
18. ¿Te sientes cómodo(a) visitando a tu consejero(a) cuando lo necesitas?  Sí No 
 
19. ¿Hablas con tu consejero(a) acerca de atender una universidad?   Sí No 
 
20. ¿Te da tu consejero(a) información sobre la universidad?   Sí No 
 
21. ¿Tu consejero(a) te da aplicaciones para becas?     Sí No 
 
22. ¿Tus padres te dicen sobre cómo aplicar a una universidad?   Sí No 
 
23. ¿Tus padres te animan a que investigues sobre universidades?   Sí No 
 
24. ¿Tus padres te animan a que encuentres becas?     Sí No 
 
25. ¿Sabes si necesitas tomar examenes de admisión como el SAT o ACT          
       para la univ 
 
26. ¿Sabes qué clases necesitas tomar para satisfacer los requisitos de  
      admisiones para el sistema de universidades UC y CSU?   Sí No 
 
27. ¿Sabes cuáles son los requisitos del A-G?     Sí No 
 
28. ¿Estás en el programa AVID (Adelanto Vía Determinación Individual), o 
      HYLC (Consejo de Liderazgo Hispánico de la Juventud)?   Sí No 
 
29. Estas en otro programa académico o de liderazgo?    Sí No 
      Por favor indique que programa ________________________ 
 
30. Tu promedio académico es: 

a. Alto (A-B)       b. Mediano (C)      c. Bajo (D-F) 
 
31. ¿ Cuanta información facilita tu secundaria sobre los requisitos para la elegibilidad a una 

universidad? 
a. Muchísima información     
b. Mucha información      
c. Alguna información      
d. Ninguna            
d. No sé 

 
Gracias por tu participación. 
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Turlock High School  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

Total Students: 2862 
 

    % American Indian    1%  
    % Asian        6% 
    % Hispanic   36% 
    % Black      1% 
    % Caucasian   55% 
    % Unknown          1% 
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Hispanics appear to have less information resources than Caucasian students 

and know less about college class requirements.  This may explain in part why 

they take less action to enroll in a university. Only 11.4% of Hispanic high school 

graduates complete the A=>G requirements compared to 28.6% of Caucasian 

students. While Hispanics represent the largest ethnic minority in CA, with 

higher concentrations in the San Joaquin Valley, they represent the lowest 

college attendance rates by ethnicity. 

 

Theoretical Framework for Study  

 
 

    Uneducated backgrounds 

    First in their family to attend college 

    Language barrier 

    Limited resources 

   Poor quality information 
 

 


