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MISSION 
The Master of Arts in Education, Concentration in Physical Education program offers participants an environment in which they can develop as effective educational leaders. Being an effective educational leader in physical education not only means being competent in the subject matter and being able to integrate that content with appropriate pedagogical methods. It also includes being culturally knowledgeable and appreciative of the diversity among learners, being committed to self assessment and reflection, being partners, educational advocates, and learners at the school level and in the wider community, as well as being users of technology that enhances teaching and learning. Furthermore, it means understanding how to identify questions or problems in physical education, having the skills to research the question or problem, and being committed to sharing research-based knowledge to influence positive change.  
PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Successful completion of the program will enable the students to accomplish the following: 

1. Demonstrate a wide breadth and depth of knowledge, skills, and values appropriate to the discipline of physical education. (GSSLG 1)

2. Demonstrate creative, analytical, and critical thinking. (GSSLG 2)

3. Interpret, evaluate, and report, using advanced oral and written communication skills, published research appropriate to the discipline of physical education from a myriad of primary, print, and technological sources. (GSSLG 6)

4. Design and conduct research that contributes to the discipline of physical education. (GSSLG 3)

5. Demonstrate knowledge of new and various methods and technologies appropriate to the discipline of physical education. (GSSLG 5)

6. Demonstrate relevant knowledge of the global perspectives appropriate to the discipline of physical education. (GSSLG 4)

HOW WILL DATA BE COLLECTED?
DIRECT

· Grade Point Average (3.0 minimum)
· Project or Thesis, both with oral defense, evaluated by faculty with rubrics
· University student learning goals embedded in thesis/project rubrics
INDIRECT

· Student surveys evaluating four core courses (EDGS 5500, 5510, 5600, 5610)

· Graduate Student Program Evaluation Survey (Institutional Research)

HOW WILL DATA BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE?
· After the individual theses/projects have been evaluated by the faculty committees using the rubric, the rubric data are aggregated and analyzed by the Program Coordinator.

· Faculty members from four core courses (EDGS 5500, 5510, 5600, 5610) collaborate with concentration professors to discuss the program as a whole
· Every Spring semester, faculty distribute evaluation forms to students regarding perceived effectiveness of core courses

· At the beginning of each Fall semester, the Physical Education Graduate Committee analyzes the surveys from the previous year, then all instructors meet to determine strengths and weaknesses of the overall process

· The Physical Education program Graduate Committee meets annually to discuss the program mission and modify goals and learning objectives.  

· The current mission and learning goals, closely aligned with the university’s learning objectives, resulted from the September 06 and January 2008 meetings.  These new goals were then integrated into the thesis/project rubrics.
WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE?

· Faculty developed a common rubric for evaluating thesis/project. 
· Revisions were made to the mission statement, program goals, and objectives to align more closely with university goals. 
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