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MISSION

The Master of Arts and Master of Sciences degrees in Interdisciplinary Studies program is designed for strongly motivated students to design a special graduate academic program leading to a degree not offered through existing standard graduate degree programs.

Students must provide a rationale and a cogent explanation of the academic and professional goals for undertaking the interdisciplinary study and must specify the learning outcomes for their graduate study.  Students must demonstrate that the program has coherency and is built upon a clearly articulated conceptual framework—not merely a collection of courses from various disciplines.

The learning goals will vary in accordance with the specific disciplinary elements of each student’s unique programs.  The following displays overall student learning goals typically expected for a student in this interdisciplinary studies program.

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS/OBJECTIVES

Competence in Interdisciplinary Studies
1. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of the disciplinary knowledge, skills, and values of their interdisciplinary study, the relationships among these disciplinary courses, and the ways in which these disciplinary perspectives are integrated and transformed through interdisciplinary studies.

2. Demonstrate ability to analyze complex issues, draw reasoned conclusions, and evaluate effectiveness of proposed solutions to problems.

3. Demonstrate understanding of global perspectives appropriate to the discipline.

Communication
4. Demonstrate ability to write effectively in a variety of written and qualitative formats appropriate to the disciplines and the differing audiences and contexts.

5. Demonstrate ability to express ideas orally, with attention to audience and effectiveness of delivery.

6. Demonstrate advanced oral and written communication skills, complemented by the ability to access and analyze information from a myriad of primary, print, and technological sources.

Research and Scholarship
7. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of research and scholarship appropriate to the interdisciplinary study.

8. Demonstrate ability to work as individual researchers/scholars as well as in collaboration with others in contributing to the scholarship of interdisciplinary studies.

HOW WILL DATA BE COLLECTED?
DIRECT

· Thesis/Project
INDIRECT

· Student Interviews

· Course Evaluations

· Graduate Exit Survey

· Alumni Survey

· Institutional Data
HOW WILL DATA BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE?

The Graduate director, Faculty, Graduate Council and Interdisciplinary Studies Committee review the data.  The Interdisciplinary Studies Committee holds annual meetings to discuss data and make recommendations.

WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE?

· Launched new Child Development concentration in 2006.  
· Overall program goals developed as guidelines for establishing individual student learning outcomes.  
· Currently implementing a new orientation program, including revised admissions requirements, new program templates, and web-based resources.  
· Combined two research courses into one to reflect student enrollment.
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