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MISSION
The History Department promotes critical thinking and effective communication skills in analyzing the past and its interpretations. 
PROGRAM GOALS
The ideal graduate will be familiar with the following: 
· The geographical scope and chronological depth of the discipline of history

· The range of theoretical and methodological approaches to the field

· The importance of global awareness and multicultural sensitivity in the study of history

· The importance of acknowledging earlier scholarship

· The relation between specific events and their larger context

· The significance of interpretation in the discipline of history 

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS/OBJECTIVES
Graduates will be able to demonstrate:

1. Demonstrate advanced skills in critical thinking and analysis

2. The ability to locate secondary and primary historical sources in all forms

3. The ability to analyze secondary sources to recognize their main interpretations

4. The ability to analyze primary sources understanding the importance of historical context

5. Effective written and oral communication skills

6. The ability to cite sources properly

7. The ability to perceive any given event from more than one cultural viewpoint. 
HOW WILL DATA BE COLLECTED?
DIRECT

· Required comprehensive exams

· Optional thesis with oral defense, or two major papers

INDIRECT

· Student surveys, University (IDEA)
· Department course evaluation surveys

· Student placement

HOW WILL DATA BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE?

· No current structures in place to evaluate data in the aggregate at the program level.
HOW DID FACULTY USE THE DATA?  WHEN DID FACULTY MEET TO DISCUSS FINDINGS?
· Department faculty meets on a monthly basis.  
WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE?
· New faculty members hired to expand curricular focus on global perspectives with new courses.

· Increased number of 4000-level courses available at remote sites. 

· Faculty recently revised assessment plan and learning goals. 

· Due to reduced student interest from closing of Castle Air Force Bases, International Relations concentration will be eliminated by Fall 2009.
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