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MISSION 
The purpose of the program is to provide students with the knowledge, understanding, and tools to gain employment or to enter doctoral programs in the fields that contribute solutions to the ever-growing environmental and sustainability issues in California’s Central Valley and beyond.  Due to a rapidly growing human population, increased water shortages, urban sprawl, habitat destruction, loss of prime agricultural land, pesticide residues and the economic framework and business practices common in the United States, our society and the Valley in particular face an urgent need for educated professionals who can develop and implement practices that ensure long-term sustainability of human and ecosystem health.  As one of the world’s major fruit and vegetable producers, the Central Valley has a critical need for professionals in all areas such as environmental impact assessment, biotechnology, ecological informatics, bioremediation, ecotourism, restoration ecology, recreation ecology, biomonitoring, risk assessment, ecological economics, and conservation biology.  (Chancellor’s Office proposal)
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

Ecological Conservation concentration graduates will
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the importance of ecosystem health

2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the importance of ecology and conservation with respect to ecosystem health

3. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the multi-dimensionality of maintaining or restoring ecosystem health

4. Demonstrate the skills to contribute solutions to these areas

5. Be able to provide much-needed service to improve health and sustainability of ecosystems, resulting in more sustainable conditions in the Central Valley and/or other regions served by graduates of the program.

6. Be prepared to work with governmental agencies and private entities to bring about, restore, and maintain the biodiversity and environmental health that are the backbones of sustainability.

Ecological Economics concentration graduates will:

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of ecosystem services and the multi-dimensionality of maintaining or restoring ecosystem health.

2. Demonstrate a general knowledge of economics in order to work closely with economists to bring about changes that support ecosystem health.

3. Demonstrate the skills to help effect changes in business practices that are sustainable with respect to earth’s ecosystems and beneficial to the welfare of our society

4. Be able to provide much-needed service to businesses and governmental agencies, resulting in more sustainable conditions in the Central Valley and/or other regions served by graduates of the program.

5. Be prepared to work with economists in various industries to bring about business/corporate/ governmental changes that are environmentally sustainable and at the same time financially profitable. (Chancellor’s Office proposal)
HOW WILL DATA BE COLLECTED?
DIRECT

· Thesis or project, both with oral defense
· Grade Point Average

INDIRECT

· IDEA evaluations

· Graduate Exit surveys

· Alumni surveys (proposed)

· Employer surveys (2005)

· Student interviews conducted by Graduate Program Director

HOW WILL DATA BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE?

· Spring 2005 student and Summer 2005 potential employer surveys indicated need for Master’s program

· Program began in Fall 2007, data collection still tentative (no graduates yet)

· Steering committee formed to make recommendations

HOW DID FACULTY USE THE DATA?  WHEN DID FACULTY MEET TO DISCUSS FINDINGS?

Faculty met a couple times in Fall 2007, plan to meet again at least once per semester; generally discusses plans and scheduling.

WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE?

Faculty has created a steering committee for making recommendations.
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