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MISSION
The Master’s degree in Criminal Justice builds upon the strong preparatory undergraduate Criminal Justice Program with its blending of liberal arts, sciences, and applied components.  Further, the relationship between the criminal justice undergraduate and graduate programs is integral in serving the educational goals of the region and the state of California and in contributing in complementary ways to building an excellent, comprehensive university.  Building upon its commitment to excellence of teaching and learning in the undergraduate program, the primary responsibilities of the master’s program in Criminal Justice include, but are not limited to, the advancement of scholarly research and preparation for students to teach in higher education.
PROGRAM GOALS  
In accordance with the philosophical underpinning and institutional commitments, the primary goals of the graduate program in criminal justice are to:
· Meet the public and private demand for academically prepared and professionally competent criminal justice practitioners;

· Provide academic emphases in research and data analysis as well as criminology while adding a unique emphasis on teaching criminal justice at the post-secondary level; 

· Increase cultural, linguistic, and gender diversity among criminal justice practitioners in order to address the needs of a culturally and linguistically diverse community;

· Advance the University’s mission by expanding students’ intellectual horizons, helping them reach their potentials, and encouraging a passion for lifelong learning.

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS/OBJECTIVES
Knowledge and Skills: 

· Acquired advanced knowledge, skills, and values associated with the discipline of criminal justice and characteristic of learned individuals possessing a master’s degree

· Demonstrated enhanced oral and written communication skills, complemented by the ability to access and analyze information for a myriad of print and mediated-technological sources

· Demonstrated ability to be analytical and integrative, capable of critical thought, and creative in the exploration of the discipline of criminal justice

· Demonstrated advanced knowledge of the global world, multiple perspective, and intercultural competence as applied to criminal justice professions

· Enhanced understanding of pedagogy for teaching and learning at a community college or university

Values
· Demonstrated adherence to standards of professional ethics for criminal justice professions

HOW WILL DATA BE COLLECTED?
DIRECT

· Culminating experiences:  thesis, project, or comprehensive examination
· Individual/group projects

· Student presentations

· Embedded assessment

INDIRECT

· Institutional data:  student retention and graduation rates

· Student evaluation of courses (program)
HOW WILL DATA BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE?

Faculty meets regularly, at least once per month, to discuss program improvement.  For example, with the elimination of the thesis requirement and the redesign of comprehensive exams, faculty met in April to discuss grading standards for the exams.
HOW DID FACULTY USE THE DATA?  WHEN DID FACULTY MEET TO DISCUSS FINDINGS?

Soon after the program was created in 2001, the faculty realized from the assessment embedded in coursework that the undergraduate course in empirical research methods was not sufficient to prepare the students for graduate thesis work.  

Faculty also found that requiring the thesis was adversely affecting student retention and graduation rates.
WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE?
To better prepare students for graduate-level research methodology, a new course, CJ 4030: Criminal Justice Research Analysis, was offered beginning in Spring 2006.  Also, beginning in Fall 2004, the MAJC director instituted an informal thesis seminar to provide information, structure, and support for students engaged in the thesis process.
Due to the adverse affects of the thesis on students, the MAJC Program recommended that other culminating experiences be offered, to be reviewed by the Department of Criminal Justice in 06/07.  In Fall 2007, the thesis requirement was eliminated.  Students now have a choice of culminating experiences.  The faculty is currently redesigning the comprehensive examinations to specifically assess program strengths and weaknesses.
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