
Online Instruction 1 

Socialized and Enthused 

 

 We go to school almost every day for half the day, we are taught by teachers in 

classrooms throughout our whole education experience. Others go to home school or other 

schools that offer online learning. Both are good ways to learn but, they both have their flaws as 

well. Online teaching can be good for one person but bad for another person. It all depends on 

how you learn. If you get distracted easily than in class learning is better for you because that 

way you’re being forced to learn. Where with online learning you would get distracted and end 

up on social networks, playing video games, etc. 

 People have the wrong perception of online learning. There was a forum October 25th 

2011 about high education and Dr. Jim Riggs was there. He said, “Television is false advertising 

online courses and online learning requires high motivation.” On television they advertise online 

learning as a fantasy world. Getting to wake up any hour with your pajamas still on and laying 

on your bed with your lap top. In reality that’s not how it really is. Also like Dr. Riggs said 

online learning requires a lot of self motivation.  

 People say that online learning saves you money in the long run.  At the forum about 

higher education Judy Heiman said, “Online learning saves money instead of having to build 

buildings and parking lots.” If it saved that much money then don’t you think the government 

would have made everyone take online learning instead of face to face learning? Obviously it 

doesn’t save that much money. Also you don’t see colleges building new parking lots and 

buildings. If they do it’s not that often, it’s rarely.  



 In some cases it might be right to take online course at colleges. Mainly at community 

colleges classes get so full that your only option is to take an online course just so you can get 

your 12 units. Paul Bacsich’s Online Education article says, “Annual enrollment increases have 

averaged just below 20% over the past 6 years of this study, leading to the result that today more 

than 20 to 25% of students in U.S. colleges enroll in at least one online class” (pg 2, par 2). 

While I was still in high school I took classes at a community college and the classes would 

become full very quickly. So a lot of people I knew had to take at least one online class. That’s 

the only acceptation for taking an online course other than that you shouldn’t take them.  

 Online learning makes you less social and doesn’t give you a fun, exciting, and engaging 

experience like face to face learning does.  According to Denise Beutel in her article Black 

Board as an online learning environment: What do teacher education students and staff think? 

She said, “While the objective of many online learning initiatives may be increasing 

opportunities for spatially distant learners, the use of technology may lead feelings to isolation 

and alienation”(pg 3, par3). Having to be online all the time to learn would be boring and make 

you lose interest. It would also make you feel isolated, alone, and eventually you would become 

less social. It would make you less interactive without students. 

 Another thing, online learning takes jobs away from professors and teachers. In L.A. 

Times article Online Teaching Disconnects John Villasenor states, “But amid the enthusiasm for 

all gained, it is also important to look at what is lost when the classroom experience is piped 

through the internet and delivered on screen. The internet is very efficient at conveying words 

and images from one place to another. But good university teaching is much more than that” (par 

3).  Professors can say a lot more and do a lot more in person than through a website. It’s easier 



to get your point across in person instead of online or with technology period. It’s also more 

interesting to learn in person. 

 In conclusion, I would rather learn in person than learn from online any day. I rather be 

socialized and enthused than isolated and bored while online. No one wants to stare at a 

computer screen all day and have to watch videos and complete assignments. Everyone wants to 

be in a classroom participating in discussions, group work, talking about your personal 

experience, being read too. It’s always more interesting to read articles, text books, and novels as 

a group than alone. Online learning will just end up putting you behind. You would end 

procrastinating and distracted. Don’t fall for false advertisement on television for online learning 

and stick with what you know best, face to face learning. 
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