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Giving Opportunities  

 Immigration is a controversial issue that has Americans, especially Californians, 

gnashing their teeth. Gov. Jerry Brown has signed the Dream Act, just recently, granting illegal 

immigrants access to state financial aid at public universities and community colleges. Many 

Californians wonder where the money is to come from if the state is facing a financial crisis. 

Although the state of California is facing a recession, I believe undocumented immigrants should 

be given the opportunity for a higher education and should have access to state financial aid. 

This could benefit California’s economy and the future of the hardworking undocumented 

students.   

 Undocumented students are fortunate to be receiving education at public schools. The 

Supreme Court’s ruling in Plyer v. Doe in 1982 stated that students could not be questioned 

about their legal status or be denied public education (“Struggling for Opportunity” 2). What 

future do the undocumented students hold after graduation? Hope is almost non-existent for 

undocumented students who want to pursue a higher education. Sociologist Leisy Abrego found 

that “Undocumented Latina/o students can become discouraged by the barriers they know will 

encounter in college. As a result, they may disengage from education years before they graduate 

from high school” (“Struggling for Opportunity” 2).  The goal for California should not be to 

discourage the undocumented immigrants, but instead, to encourage them to make a difference 

and contribution for society itself.  

 We must remind ourselves that some of these undocumented students were brought to 

this country with no say in their destinies. They should not feel hopeless for being 



undocumented.  Todd Rosenbaum, in Educating Illegal Immigrants, states “It should not be our 

lawmakers’ prerogative to discriminate against them because of their parents’ decision” (241). 

To not grant them the opportunity for a higher education is like telling them to go home. 

Rosenbaum goes on to say “Returning to their countries of origin, after having made so much 

educational progress, is hardly a viable option” (241). If the undocumented immigrants remain in 

the state, they might as well be allowed to improve their contribution to society and reduce the 

burdens they place on it.  

 Pursuing a higher education will allow the undocumented students to reduce burdens and 

improve their contribution towards society.  Giving them the opportunity to succeed will inspire 

them to encourage other fellow undocumented students to pursue a dream as well. Researchers 

from University of Southern California have found that many undocumented students excel 

academically and have high aspirations to attend college (“Struggling for Opportunity” 1). 

Rosenbaum reports that “ Many of the students who have benefited from that decision (attending 

public school) are now graduating from our nations public high schools - fully capable of 

excelling in college, but unable to do so” (241) . Undocumented students who have demonstrated 

high academic skills and have high aspirations should be granted the opportunities. Such students 

could contribute so much to the state of California.   

 The question now is where the money should come from for undocumented students 

alone. Some Californians are opposed to the signing of the Dream act because it would be unfair 

for those who are documented to be in competition to receive financial aid with someone who is 

not from the country. Assemblyman Tim Donnelly (R-San Bernardino) says, “It’s morally 

wrong. We have just created a new entitlement that is going to cause tens and thousands of 

people to come here illegally from all over the world” (McGreevy and York 2). Edward 



Krigbaum, the author of the book Relentless: The Socialist Attack on American Freedom, stated 

at a forum that “If other countries don’t provide financial aid, then why should we (USA) 

provide for them?” I understand the concerns, but we must be reminded that America is 

recognized as a land of opportunity- a place where many come in hopes of a better life and a 

better education. The real threat is not a financially aiding the undocumented but not allowing 

them to succeed at a higher level in order to contribute to society.  

 Aiding the undocumented immigrants can be beneficial for the State of California. Once 

the Dream Act is put into action, 370,000 low-income undocumented immigrants will be able to 

obtain legal status in the United States (McGreevy and York 2). Having legal status will increase 

the economy through increased levels of taxable incomes. This not only benefits the economy of 

California but also its debt. It would also reduce government expense. The benefits the Dream 

Act holds feeds off the economy in a positive way.  

 The benefit that the Dream Act holds is like an investment. There are 40 million public 

funds in which undocumented students could now compete for (Stepman).  The state aids the 

undocumented and the outcome is revealed in its taxes. We must trust the passion the 

undocumented students hold. I understand it is a hard and risky thing for California to aim for, 

but isn’t the value of education worth more than anything? The undocumented students are like 

any other students who want a better life and a better education.   

Allowing opportunities to the undocumented is more convenient than telling them to go 

home, knowing they have made so much educational progress. Allowing them to achieve a 

higher education is likely to improve their contributions to society and reduce the burdens they 

place on it. Aiding the undocumented can bring benefits through increasing the levels of taxable 



income. California’s future can be redefined if it’s willing to aid those who are fully capable of 

pursing a higher education and in return benefit from it.  
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