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Access to State Funding 

 The law that will allow undocumented immigrants to access state aid at public 

universities and colleges in California has become an issue toward American citizens and 

California’s government. With the law allowing undocumented immigrants to have access to 

California’s state financial aid to public universities and colleges was signed by Gov. Jerry 

Brown. By giving undocumented immigrants a chance to live the American Dream it is inspiring 

and gives a great opportunity to those immigrants who dreamt of being educated.  

 Education is a big dream of everyone; by allowing this great opportunity it shows that 

America cares and is willing to help. Gov. Brown defends by saying, “Going to college is a 

dream that promises intellectual excitement and creative thinking,” And “The Dream Act 

benefits us all by giving top students a chance to improve their lives and the lives of all of us.” 

(Qtd. in McGreevy and York.) By reading these quoted words from Gov. Brown, it shows that he 

cares and is willing to help these undocumented immigrants to reach their dreams and be 

educated.  

 There are still some conflicts going on about this issue because allowing undocumented 

immigrants state aid is not an easy choice to make, but “the law requires that undocumented 

students meets the same requirements as other students applying for financial aid at state 

universities but specifies that they only qualify for financial aid after all legal resident have 

applied.” (A.P, Article). Within the law, it’s not directly giving the state aid to undocumented 



    
 

immigrants; they also have to work for it just like legal citizens. So it’s fair enough that they 

have a share of education. 

 While it is true that:   

“California’s current problems of crippling budgets deficits and sky-high 

unemployment have yet to be resolved, but Brown apparently believes that by passing the 

Dream Act he will address these fiscal problems, as he is stressing that the bill is simply 

an investment in untapped human resources. It will also fit in his belief that California 

must raise taxes and revenue to pay for its declining public service.” (Stepman) 

. Brown believes that everything soon will be better and by passing this it may help the near 

future. Even though California has not found the solutions to the other issue, and already is being 

proposed to a new one and it seems that even though the other issues are important, but by 

allowing this issue to pass it will give a wide view to other people to see that there’s a difference 

we can make. Never knowing what one can lead to other is an unknown outcome that could 

possibly be a great thing. By allowing undocumented immigrants to access state aid, Josh Keller 

states by, “The University of California, which has managed to hold its numbers fairly steady, 

will begin to consider major enrollment cuts for 2012 at a Board of Regents meeting this month.” 

And, “Few college officials believe that the situation will improve in the upcoming months.” 

(Keller1). This is very agreeable, because everything in the future will somehow soon become 

better, than the past year. Although schools are having a bit trouble with the whole enrollment, 

because there will be more enrollments for universities and colleges than the usual and schools 

would be more populated, but Brown truly believes that it will change overtime and it will be 

better, because if he didn’t believe, he wouldn’t have passed such a conflict law.  



    
 

 Despite all the negatives things that have been said, there are hope and courage in the 

undocumented immigrants they are human just like us they wish for the best education as well as 

those who really care about their education. , Who is a former Modesto city councilmember and 

former assistant Vice president for communications and public affairs and she sees that giving 

undocumented immigrants an opportunity is a good start for these undocumented students. 

Kristen Olsen “Who are we to say that illegal immigrant students can’t go to school?” “The 

American Dream, the opportunity land where everyone believed in and by letting undocumented 

immigrants to go to school is letting the American dream come back.”  

Opportunity is a very important part of life. It’s being able to give someone a chance in 

live to do what they actually want to do.  For example, having an opportunity to go to college is a 

value and important part of life for a legal American citizen and knowing that an undocumented 

immigrant will have a chance to share that education is just the most exciting thing to know. 

Stepmen points out, “After signing the bill, Brown said, “I’m committing to expand opportunity 

wherever I can find it, and certainly these kinds of bills promote a goal of more inclusive 

California and more educated California.” This is very inspiring, know that someone is willing to 

make a change and those changes are for the better. Although there maybe some obstacles and 

issue in the way, but nothing changes the way that know there will be help.  

 Knowing that this isn’t an easy law to deal with, Gov. Jerry Brown still managed to pass 

this very exciting law that will help thousands of undocumented immigrants to live their dreams. 

To give educations to the ones that have always have dreamt of being educated and is willing to 

learn. Still, knowing the fact that many people will oppose of this issue, but we legal Americans 

have to give a chance, just as if it was reversed around and you were the undocumented 



    
 

immigrants wanting to get educated. Giving these undocumented immigrants an opportunity is a 

start of something great.  

 

 


