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Dreams 

 America is a place where opportunities give us the strength to achieve our goals to 

have a better life for us and our families. However not every one of us in America get the 

same opportunity to pursue higher education because there are “illegal aliens” in our 

country. I believe everyone in America should get the same opportunities in education 

even if they are not a legal resident of the country because education is a very important 

factor into the American economy. It is not the fault of most undocumented immigrants 

who are in the United States because they came as children and had no say in the decision 

their parents made to come to a new country in hopes of their children having better lives.  

 In 2011 Governor of California Jerry Brown signed the Dream Act into legislation 

and this states that illegal immigrants can get financial aid in state universities or 

community college to help pay for their education. The piece of legislation states that an 

undocumented immigrant in California who has gone to school for more then four years 

and has graduated from a high school can get the chance to apply for the Cal grant and 

legal U.S. Citizenship. In "State Dream Acts: The Effect of In-State Resident Policies and 

Undocumented Latino Students." (Stella Flores) This article talks about how 

undocumented Latino immigrants are more likely to enroll into college then other 

immigrants of different decent. 

  

  



 In "!Si se puede!: Undocumented Immigrants' Struggle for Education and Their 

Right to Stay." (Alejandra Rincon) States that Latinos are the ones fighting hardest for 

the Dream Act to pass in California because California is a more Latino populated state. 

She claims that Californians need to stick together and help fight for the equality in 

education. Undocumented immigrants everywhere in California struggle to go to college 

after high school because they can not pay the high tuition prices. 

 If undocumented students were given permanent residency it would help the 

economy later on because it would be an investment. Not all people see it that way but it 

really is because if the government gave a student financial aid the government would be 

getting their money back within a few years, and on top of that they would be getting 

their money back every year due to taxes and that’s where this plays a big role. If 

undocumented students were granted this then they would have to start paying taxes and 

with a college education they would have higher paying jobs which means more money 

for the government when taxes need to be filed. When undocumented students go to 

school all their lives and then find out they can’t get financial aid from the government it 

is really sad because they work hard all their lives and can’t pursue their education to a 

higher level. Thanks to the Dream Act this will change because it will give 

undocumented students who have gone to school for more then four years and have 

graduated from a California high school to be eligible for a cal grant. 

 Kristen Olsen was one of the four speakers on the panel at the seminar who spoke 

about higher education and what she said was really interesting about the Dream Act. She 

was not in favor of the 2011 California Dream Act because she stated that “it took money  

 



away from documented students” by this she meant that the Dream Act would be taking 

money away from documented students to earn financial aid from the Cal grant because it 

is a limited resource in our state. I understand her point of view because she said legal 

residents should have first priority over undocumented students for financial aid. 

 "Not Just a Latino Issue: Undocumented Students in Higher Education." (Beleza 

Chan) She Argues that Latinos aren’t the only undocumented immigrants going to school 

in California, this includes French,Italians,Chinese,Japanese,and many more different 

types of ethnicities. It’s true that Latinos aren’t the only undocumented immigrants in 

California but they are the ones fighting the most for the legislation to pass. The Dream 

Act gets its name from making the dreams of many students come true by being able to 

pursue a career through higher education. 

 Students should not be deprived of higher education because they are not legal 

citizens of the state and want to keep pursuing their dreams. I believe that America is still 

that place where opportunities are given everyday and with the Dream Act it is becoming 

a reality because a lot of undocumented students are going to be able to receive state aid 

to pursue their dreams in a higher education. 
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