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Equal Education 

Are undocumented students wanting to obtain higher education a “problem?” It is a 

question that has raised many controversial statements for a long period of time. Many of the 

undocumented students did not have the choice of deciding whether or not they wanted to 

migrate to the United States. For most of the students, it was their parent’s choice to bring them 

here at a young age. They were young enough to be able to assimilate into a new nation and call 

it their home. This nation will see them grow up and it will be a place they want to improve to 

make it a better place to live. One way of improving the nation is being educated.  The students 

want to be more educated and get a degree. Obtaining a higher education for most of them is 

difficult because of all the challenges they have to face in order to get admitted into a CSU or 

UC because of their undocumented status (Los Angeles). Students faced the challenge of not 

having enough money to pay the tuition and all the expenses that an education requires. Most of 

them are highly qualified to be able to get their higher education, but the only thing that is 

obstructing and crashing their dreams is not having financial aid. The benefits of providing 

financial means for undocumented students to pursued higher education outweigh the negatives. 

When Governor Jerry Brown signed the Dream Act, an act that would make financial aid 

available for undocumented students, he stated, “The Dream Act benefits us all by giving top 

students a chance to improve their lives and the lives of all of us” (LA Times). The Governor 

made an exceptional statement that giving a chance to highly qualified students is going to 

benefit the nation as a whole. That is one of the reasons he signed the bill because he believes in 

investing in California today and later seeing the benefits to have more educated individuals in 



 

the state. Illegal immigration has existed for many years and there is a high probability that it is 

going to continue. Dr. Jim Riggs states that we should apply a different meaning to who is 

“legal” and “illegal” in the U.S. (Riggs). Undocumented students that have been living in the 

United States almost all their lives should not be classified as “illegal”. They do not know any 

other country as their home because the U.S. is where they were raised and educated. It is in the 

nation’s benefit to get their society educated to improve the nation for the future generations. 

Many people might think that the undocumented students are being rewarded for coming to the 

Unites States illegally (Grimes); however, it wasn’t their choice in the first place. They just got 

trap in the decision. The students don’t want to do any mischief. They just want to improve their 

life and help their community by being educated. 

The Dream Act will benefit 2.1 million students dreaming of a higher education. Right 

now there are 18,000 undocumented students enrolled in community colleges and 1,650 in a four 

year institutions (Zarate). Most of these students don’t have the resources to be able to pay for 

their educational expenses. The fact that they are undocumented also prohibit them from 

obtaining certain jobs. They are limited to low paid jobs, which is not enough to cover their 

personal needs and to pay for their education. In many cases they can’t count on the support of 

their parents because they also have minimum wage jobs, which the amount of money gain it’s 

not enough to pay for the high cost of tuition.  

The high cost of tuition doesn’t let highly qualify students obtain a degree. Undocumented 

students are not eligible to apply for financial aid. Most students have to work full time job and 

be a full time student (LA times). In and interview made by Chicano Studies Center at UCLA , a 

student shared her experience when she wanted to continue with her education after graduating 

from high school “ …I can’t apply for scholarships, I can’t apply for financial aid, I can’t apply 



 

for loans, I can’t buy a home, I can’t do anything.… I’m just, like, like I’m non-existent in a 

way, you know what I mean?” (LA Times). Alma is frustrated because she has been through 

twelve years of school and now that she wants to obtain a higher education she is blocked from 

many sources such as applying for FAFSA, just because of her undocumented status. 

In addition many undocumented students are charged out-of-state tuition. In states where 

the act AB 540, which allows undocumented students to pay in-state tuition, has not been 

approved undocumented students are forced to pay out of state tuition although they are living in 

the state (Ortiz). The out of state tuition is almost double of in-state tuition. Also the rise of 

tuition every year, which is 20% for a California State University every semester, makes it 

harder for undocumented students pay for college without financial assistance. 

Many people argued that giving undocumented students financial assistance is going to 

raise taxes for the working citizens and residents (Grimes). Although this statement may be true, 

students who acquired an education, eventually are going to have better paid jobs and make more 

money, and pay more taxes to the government. That’s going to improve the state’s funding if 

more people have better jobs and are more educated. Having educated individuals a state grows 

in every aspect and the quality of life improves.  

For many reason and facts undocumented students should be allowed to apply for 

financial aid to help pay for their higher education. It’s not about rewarding a group of people is 

investing right now and get the benefits later on. There are more positive aspects than negative 

for providing financial aid to undocumented students. It’s time for the nation to start investing in 

the future, part of which is education. Politics should make education a priority and see that the 

only ways a nation could be strong is by having more people educated.  
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