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Hot Topics Final Draft on Immigrant Access to Financial Aid 

 

Students should all be able to have access to financial aid in order to get a higher education, regardless 
of what their immigration status may be. Unfortunately, only students who are American citizens have 
been allowed to have access to financial aid for their college education. For illegal immigrants, this isn’t 
fair. Not only is funding for a higher education hard for the students who are American citizens, but it is 
even harder for the illegal immigrants. Illegal immigrants have more trouble towards achieving a higher 
education, mainly because of their immigration status. My position for this hot topics issue is to let 
illegal immigrants have access to financial aid so that they can have an opportunity to get a higher 
education, which will bring them closer to achieving the “American Dream”. 

 

Although financial aid is a limited resource, only students who are American citizens are allowed to have 
access to it. There are people who are against letting illegal immigrants access financial aid. One person 
who agrees with this is forum speaker Edward Krigbaum. At the beginning of the forum, he claims that 
“he is in favor of Governor Brown’s California Dream Act”(1). However, when the forum ended, I asked 
him what he thought of if illegal immigrants were given the same opportunity that American citizens 
have by having access to financial aid. He responds by saying that “ the illegal immigrants having access 
to financial aid isn’t a good idea” (1). His reasons for this are “that it is destroying the country and that 
there is not enough money” (1). Although he contradicts himself with his own statements, it seems very 
clear that he is against letting the illegal immigrants have any access to financial aid. With this statement 
in mind, he is also against giving the illegal immigrants an opportunity to contribute something back to 
the community and the economy. 

 

Forum speaker Kristin Olsen holds a neutral position on this hot topics issue. She claims that “she 
believes students should have the opportunity to get a higher education” (2). She also claims that “she 
doesn’t approve of Governor Brown’s California Dream Act, since financial aid is limited” (2). Although 
her statements happen to contradict each other, due to her neutral position on this hot topics issue, it is 
clear that she wants to help the illegal immigrants to obtain a higher education. 

 

In Colin Powell’s This I Believe entry, titled “The America I Believe In”, his main point is that everyone 
has immigration status from previous family generations, whether people choose to believe this fact or 
not. In his entry, he mentions that “ We are a land of immigrants” (3). With this argument, I think that 



he is trying to say that illegal immigrants should be treated equally and have the same opportunity that 
others have since America is a country that has been founded by immigrants. 

 

Recently in October, Governor Brown of California has signed the California Dream Act into law. In the 
article, Governor Brown claims that “Going to college is a dream that promises intellectual excitement 
and creative thinking” (5). He also claims in the article that “The Dream Act benefits us all by giving top 
students a chance to improve their lives and the lives of all of us” (5). I think that the statements made 
by Governor Brown mean that everyone deserves to have a higher education. I also think that his 
statements mean that no matter what the students are studying for, whether they are illegal immigrants 
or not, they will still contribute back to society and the economy after getting a higher education. 

 

Students should all be able to have access to financial aid so that they can get a higher education, 
especially the students who are illegal immigrants. Students who go to college contribute back in many 
ways to society and the economy, regardless of what they will be studying for in college. I am for illegal 
immigrants having access to financial aid so that they can get a higher education. The higher of an 
education that illegal immigrant students can get, they closer it will bring them towards achieving the 
“American Dream”. 
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