Pick a Country Short Assignment
Each student should sign up for a country to briefly review for the class from a macroeconomic perspective. A list of 200 countries* from which to choose will be circulated.  Whoever picks a country first gets to review that country, although voluntary trades are allowed.  By avoiding repeats we will get to hear about a wider variety of countries.  In your review you should briefly introduce yourself and tell the class some basic macroeconomic information about the country and something you consider important, or found interesting, or surprising, or think we may not yet know about that country.  Students will randomly draw class dates for presenting their brief review to the class.  Voluntary trades of class dates are allowed. A good review will probably be between 2 to 5 minutes.  Given time constraints please do not take more than 5 minutes. Students should apply macroeconomic principles and critical thinking in choosing information to present and also practice speaking clearly.

Another important communication skill is listening. Please be sure to listen respectfully to your classmates.  Part of each exam will ask you to “Briefly recount at least one fact from the country reviews given in class in the past month.
Possible Sources of Basic Economic Data on Different Countries
U.S. Department of State such as their background notes series http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/
United Nations Country Profiles http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx
Central Intelligence Agency, World Fact Book, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
World Health Organization http://www.who.int/en/
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), for member countries, http://www.oecd.org/countrieslist/0,3351,en_33873108_33844430_1_1_1_1_1,00.html 
Economic and Social Data Sources “Guide to freely available international data resources”, http://www.esds.ac.uk/International/access/guide.asp#intOrganisation 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Country Information Page, http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm 
*If for some reason you would like to review a country not on the list let me know.
