
 

The Office of Research and Sponsored 

Programs in collaboration with the 

Center for Excellence in Graduate Edu-

cation held the 26th Annual Student 

Research Competition on Friday, 

March 9th.  Twenty-four students 

turned out from several different un-

dergraduate and graduate programs to 

showcase their research.    

Dr. Dawn Poole, a professor for Ad-

vanced Studies in Education and one of 

the judges in the graduate division of 

the competition explained, “The Stu-

dent Research Competition is an excel-

lent opportunity for students to not 

only discuss the research in which 

they’ve engaged, but also for them to 

contribute to a university culture that 

values scholarship. The SRC is a won-

derful venue that allows students to 

share their work with others who are 

subsequently enriched and enlightened 

by their presentations. The competition 

is a true celebration of student achieve-

ment, an event that features the mean-

ingful and important ways our students 

impact the world beyond the class-

room.”  

Winners in the graduate division of the 

competition (indicated to left), received  

awards of $500 for first place, $250 for 

second place, and $100 for third place. 

Additionally, Trevor Jackson, Sarah 

Hartman, Monique Preciado, and 

Brooke Altamirano were selected to 

advance to the statewide research 

competition held at CSU Long Beach 

on May 4th and 5th.   

Jeff Rhoades 

Educational Leadership 

Center for Excellence in Graduate Education  
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Student Research Competition   

Graduate Division Winners 
 

Master’s - Qualitative Research 

First Place - Trevor Jackson, English   

Agon of an Author:  The Artist’s Self Creation in the 

Real Life of Sebastian Knight 

  

Second Place - Michele Zugnoni, English   

Incorporating Self into Composition 

 

Third Place - Amanda Martin,  

Public Administration 

Administrative and Fiscal Policy in  

Higher Education 

  

Master’s - Quantitative Research 

First Place - Sarah Hartman, Psychology 

The Effects of Father Absence on Women’s 

Sexuality and Baseline Cortisol 

 

Second Place - Monique Preciado, Education 

Vocabulary Development and the Use of a  

Technology Software Program 

 

Third Place - Brooke Altamirano, Social Work 

Health Related Quality of Life:  Explaining Pediatric 

Populations Diagnosed with Unilateral Hearing Loss    

 

Doctoral Division 

First Place - Jeff Rhoades, Educational Leadership  

The Effect of Physical Education Class Site on  

Externalizing Student Behavior  

 

Second Place - Debbie Tavernier,  

Educational Leadership 

Critical Thinking Development: Using Student  

Narrative to Understand Women’s Developing  

Role in the Birth Experience 

Students Shine in Annual Campus  

Research Competition 

 Graduate Assistantships Available!  
 

Applications accepted through May 9th 

 

Apply online: www.csustan.edu/cege/ 
  

Amanda Martin 

Public Administration 
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“My professors’ 

assistance with 

research, advising, 

and scholarship has 

been invaluable.” 

Sarah Hartman, 

Psychology 

Writing Residency Program 

Student Showcase : Sarah Hartman 
To say that Sarah has been 

engaged in her graduate studies 

would be an understatement.  

While pursuing her master’s 

degree in Psychology she has 

participated in a variety of 

activities offered through the 

Center for Excellence in 

Graduate Education (CEGE) 

such as research colloquia, 

research competitions, and a 

graduate assistantship.  As 

Sarah explains, “Participating in 

CEGE sponsored activities has 

advanced my academic career 

and prepared me for future 

studies.” Those future studies 

include pursuing a Ph.D. in 

Human Development at UC 

Davis beginning Fall 2012.   

Sara credits much of her suc-

cess in graduate education to 

the relationships she has devel-

oped with her professors.  She 

explains, “I don’t think I’d be in 

a position to pursue my Ph.D. 

if it were not for the connec-

tions I made with my profes-

sors here at CSU Stanislaus.  

My professors’ assistance with 

research, advising, and scholar-

ship has been invaluable.  They 

really facilitated my growth.”  

Sarah’s mentors include Dr. 

Dawn Strongin and Dr. Victor 

Lueveno.   

Sarah is currently serving as a 

research assistant in a longitu-

dinal study led by Dr. Strongin, 

attempting to identify early 

indicators of Alzheimer’s in 

seniors.  Previously, she con-

ducted research on the effect 

of father absence on women’s 

sexual development and hor-

mone levels in collaboration 

with Dr. Luevano. 

Prior to coming to CSU Stanis-

laus for her graduate studies, 

Sarah was uncertain about her 

prospects for success in gradu-

ate education. Sarah explained, 

“As a young parent, I had my 

doubts about my ability to 

succeed in graduate education.  

I am so glad that I believed in 

myself enough to try, and it 

has proven to be a wonderful 

experience.  I want other stu-

dents who may have extra 

challenges to know that if they 

want to pursue graduate stud-

ies they can, and should, be-

cause the university and pro-

fessors are very supportive.” 

Dr. Molly Crumpton  

assists graduate students 

in developing their theses 

and dissertations. 

C E N T E R  F O R  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  G R A D U A T E  E D U C A T I O N   

G R A D U A T E  B U L L E T I N   

The Center for 

E x c e l l e n c e  i n 

Graduate Education 

not only offers 

workshops to assist 

students in starting 

their thesis or dis-

sertation, but also a 

writing residency 

program for students who 

have selected a topic and have 

begun, or are ready to begin, 

writing their thesis or disserta-

tion. 

Dr. Molly Crumpton (English), 

D r .  V i c k i e  H a r v e y 

(Communication Studies), Dr. 

Betsy Eudey (Gender Studies), 

and Dr. Harold Stanislaw 

(Psychology) facilitate these 

modules designed to help stu-

dents make substantial pro-

gress toward completion of 

their master's or doctoral 

program thes i s/pro ject /

dissertation, increase knowl-

edge about required elements 

of a thesis/project/dissertation 

appropriate to academic disci-

pline, improve research/

scholarly writing skills, and 

increase confidence in re-

search/scholarly writing skills.  

Each module includes four 

sessions that last approxi-

mately four hours.  The ses-

sions are spread over approxi-

mately six weeks to allow stu-

dents time to develop their  

thesis or dissertation between 

sessions. 

During the sessions, partici-

pants benefit from an overview 

of the elements of a thesis/

dissertation, sustained writing 

time among a cohort of gradu-

ate students, and feedback 

from the faculty facilitator. 

To be eligible for the program, 

students must have their topic 

identified and approved by an 

advisor, have begun or be 

ready to begin writing, and 

commit to participating in all 

four sessions of a module. 

 



What is CEGE? 
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CEGE is the Center for Excellence 

in Graduate Education.  Our mis-

sion is to provide graduate students 

at CSU Stanislaus with programs 

that enrich their graduate education 

experience, and improve matricula-

tion, retention, and graduation 

rates of master’s and doctoral stu-

dents. The Center is funded 

through  a U.S. Department of 

Education Title V grant, with a spe-

cific focus on increasing enrollment 

and graduation of Hispanic and low-

income students. 

We aim to advance this mission 

through three primary approaches: 

Increased Academic Support 

and Enhanced Scholarly Cul-

ture 

CEGE offers the following pro-

grams, with the aim of supporting 

graduate students from application 

through graduation in master’s and 

doctoral programs. 

Graduate Assistantships 

Graduate Writing Residency 

Program 

Workshops 

Research Colloquia and Stu-

dent Research Competitions 

Travel Mini-grants 

University-wide Assessment of 

Graduate Education 

In collaboration with the Office of 

Institutional Research, and in con-

sultation with the Office of Assess-

ment and Quality Assurance, CEGE 

is working to improve the univer-

sity-wide graduate education as-

sessment plan and to increase the 

precision by which we track and 

monitor graduate student progress 

from application through gradua-

tion. 

Graduate Education Commu-

nity-based Research and Ser-

vice Learning  

In collaboration with the Office of 

Service Learning, CEGE is support-

ing faculty from various graduate 

programs in community-based cur-

ricula and research projects for 

graduate students. These projects 

provide graduate students opportu-

nities to gain real-world experience 

while providing valuable service to 

their community.  

Another project benefiting local 

communities is the expanded 

internship program available to 

students pursuing their Master’s 

of Public Administration.  Under 

the direction of Dr. David Colnic, 

this project provides community 

agencies and organizations with 

much needed personnel, while 

giving students experience that 

will make them more competitive 

in the job market.  

Similarly, the Master of Social 

Work Program has embarked on 

an effort to expand their stu-

dents’ participation in community

-based practice.  As part of this 

project, directed by Dr. Robin 

Ringstad, Dr. Elizabeth Breshears, 

and Dr. Valerie Leyva, Master’s in 

Social Work students are offered a 

course with a community-based 

practice, policy, organizational, 

and/or service learning  compo-

nent that encourages them to 

make connections between the-

ory and practice while providing 

much needed support to non-

profit agencies and organizations. 

Finally, Dr. John Garcia and Dr. 

Kelvin Jasek-Rysdahl of the Cen-

ter for Public Policy Studies have 

developed programs in which 

graduate students are working 

with community agencies to con-

duct research, utilizing the com-

munity inquiry research model. 

In collaboration with the Office of 

Service Learning, CSU Stanislaus 

faculty are developing community

-based curricula and research 

projects for graduate students. 

These projects provide CSU 

Stanislaus graduate students op-

portunities to gain real-world 

experience while providing valu-

able service to their community.  

In one of the projects, CSU 

Stanislaus nursing students are 

partnering with Wellness Works 

to offer health-screening clinics to 

individuals in low-income commu-

nities.  The project, led by Dr. 

Carolyn Martin, allows graduate 

nursing students to gain a better 

understanding of course content 

while developing a broader ap-

preciation of the discipline and an 

enhanced sense of civic responsi-

bility.  

Community Based Curricula and Research 

Nursing students with Stockton 

mayor Ann Johnston at Wellness 

Works event. 

… students 

gain a better 

understanding 

of course 

content while 

developing a 

broader 

appreciation 

of the 

discipline and 

an enhanced 

sense of civic 

responsibility 
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The mission of the Center for Excellence in Graduate Education 
is to provide graduate students at CSU Stanislaus with programs 

that enrich their graduate education experience and improve 
matriculation, retention, and graduation rates of master’s and 

doctoral students. The Center is currently funded through a 5-
year U.S. Department of Education Title V grant (2010-2015), 

with a specific focus on increasing enrollment and graduation of 
Hispanic and low-income students. 

Elise Sandoval, Social Work 

CEGE 
Center For Excellence in Graduate Education 

 

http://www.csustan.edu/cege/ 

 

(209) 664-6773 

Student Showcase: Elise Sandoval 
Master of Social Work Program 

Graduate  

Assistantships 

Available  
 

Applications  

accepted through 

May 9th.   

 

Apply online: 

www.csustan.edu

/cege/  

Elise is collaborating with her 

faculty mentors, Dr. Valerie 

Leyva and Dr. Elizabeth Bres-

hears, on research regarding 

the challenges and barriers that 

gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-

gender (GLBT) seniors face in 

senior housing.  She hopes that 

her research will inform long 

term providers regarding the 

needs of GLBT seniors and that 

this information will in turn 

lead to improvements in prac-

tice.   

As Elise explained, “I hope my 

work will help these seniors 

gain acceptance.  Seniors who 

had to closet themselves their 

entire life because they risked 

being harassed or humiliated 

deserve to age in a safe envi-

ronment.” 

Elise describes the experience 

of participating in community-

based research as life changing.  

“While conducting my inter-

views, I’ve learned firsthand 

about the challenges these sen-

iors face.  It has really helped 

me gain a better perspective on 

life.”   

Elise will be joining her men-

tors Dr. Leyva and Dr. Bres-

hears in presenting at the Social 

Work Social Development 2012 

conference in Stockholm, Swe-

den this summer.  

Elise encourages her peers to 

participate in community-based 

research if they are afforded 

the opportunity.  “Conducting 

this research has made my 

learning more relevant and 

helps me to see how the theo-

ries I learned in my courses, 

like biopsychosocial theory, can 

be applied in practice.” 

CSU Stanislaus Library Presents  

Graduate Education Workshop Series 
In collaboration with CEGE, the 

CSU Stanislaus Library offers 

workshops on graduate re-

search strategies and thesis/

dissertation formatting. The 

graduate research strategies 

workshops are designed for all 

majors and stages in the re-

search process.  

The first part of the session 

includes a presentation on key 

research strategies for graduate 

students and demonstrations of 

research resources identified as 

useful to workshop partici-

pants. The second part of the 

session is a hands-on workshop 

in which students can explore 

tools in their disciplines and 

develop their research strate-

gies.  

The thesis/dissertation format-

ting workshops include a re-

view of the organization of the 

thesis/dissertation as well as an 

examination of sample layouts 

from the online thesis/

dissertation template.  Issues 

such as typesetting the thesis/

dissertation, formatting tips, 

and problem areas are dis-

cussed, as well as the process 

and deadlines for submitting 

the thesis/dissertation for re-

view and binding (or electronic 

repository).  Information for 

“who in the Library to contact 

about what” with regard to the 

student's thesis/dissertation is 

also provided. 


