AGST 4940 Internship in Agriculture 
Interns…

The purpose of this internship is for you to work and learn.  The emphasis should be placed on skill development and improved interpersonal and written communication.  To this end, I will expect you to look at each activity and identify if you are learning something new, expanding your horizons, or improving your ability to be successful within an employment situation.  Search out additional responsibilities or tasks that will further these goals.  Discuss with your employer the emphasis of your internship and willingness to learn new skills.
The documentation for your internship is two-fold:

An on-the-job visit from faculty: 
This is an important part of the internship experience and it would be best if I could visit with your supervisor at the same time.  If not, your company and supervisor’s information is on the form you have turned in and I will be contacting them directly.  It is always better to visit your supervisor when I visit you on the job.  Please call into the office at 664-6648 and arrange an appointment for me to come visit.  Make sure to include exactly where you will be at that time.
Professional Portfolio Documentation:

You have been given a CD that includes an Electronic Portfolio that I would like you to use to verify and document your experience.  It will also serve you very well in seeking employment as Portfolios definitely give you an edge in a hiring situation.  Each area of the Portfolio has detailed instructions for CSUS Ag Studies students in red type.    In addition, each section contains an explanation of what is expected for that activity.  My expectation is that the Portfolio will be completely filled out as directed.
The visit should be scheduled as soon as possible and the Portfolio is due at the end of your internship.
This internship should be a very important and integral part of your education.  Value it as an excellent tool to learn valuable employability skills and skills that will further your interest area.

Dr. Mark Bender

