AGST 3000  Agriculture, Environment and Society
Commodity Research Paper and Storyboard (150 pts.)
Choose one agricultural commodity that is either one of the top twenty commodities for California or is one of the commodities that California grows more than 99% of the nation’s supply.   Create a Story Board and Paper which covers the following:

· History of the commodity (origination, historical development)

· The significance to the Agriculture economy, ranking statewide, nationally, and internationally

· Major production areas and the geographical consistencies as to where the crop is grown (climate, elevation, temperature, rainfall, etc.), California, U.S., World.
· The production cycle (from planting to harvest), the environmental requirements in terms of irrigation and soils, as well as any other idiosyncrasies particular to the crop

· The processing and marketing channel and consumer preferences (consumption)
· Specific laws or regulations that pertain to the production, processing, or marketing of the commodity (subsidies or government programs)
· Competition from other states and off-shore (international)

· Future outlook in terms of the industry and trends

· Any particular issue specific to this commodity (environmental, social, economic)
· Other pertinent facts, not included above, for the commodity

The Story Board (50 pts) is a graphic depiction of your commodity.  The size of the Story Board is around 3 feet high by 4 feet wide and is colored.  You can either purchase one from Staples or Office Depot or make your own from cardboard.  Take each major heading above and boil it down to a graph, picture, or brief statement.  Use pictures, cutouts, and borders/other graphics to attract interest and make the Story Board tell a “story”.  Arrange the story in a logical sequence (whatever that means to you).
The format for the Research Paper (100 pts) is 1” margins, double-spaced, citations and bibliography, and no more than 20 pages.  It must include at a minimum the above topics.
Story Board due March 12
Paper due March 26
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Billions

1.Milk and Cream  $5.366

2.Grapes, All $2.757

3.Nursery $2.649

4.Almonds $2.200 

5.Cattle and Calves $1.634

6.Lettuce, All $1.462

7.Strawberries $1.219

8.Tomatoes, All $1.091

9.Hay, All $1.010

10.Flowers $1.002

Millions

11.Cotton, All $ 808

12.Chickens, All $ 714

13.Broccoli $ 625

14.Oranges, All $ 557

15.Carrots $ 448

16.Pistachios $ 444

17.Walnuts $ 439

18.Avocados $ 380

19. Rice $   353

20.  Peppers, All $   332
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Almonds

Artichokes

Clingstone Peaches

Figs

Seed, Ladino Clover

Sweet Rice

Olives

Persimmons

Pomegranates

Plums, Dried (Prunes)

Raisins

Walnuts


