PSCI 4326
Planning Issues in Agriculture
Fall 2007
Dr. Mark E. Bender


Class:

Mondays 4:00 - 7:00 PM, plus 1 hour ARR

Where:
Bizzini Classroom C 136
Office Hours:
Monday 3:00 PM - 4:00PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM as needed
Office:

Classroom Building 108 A-C
Telephone:
Office: 667-3961, Department: 664-6648

Email:

MBender@csustan.edu
Syllabus

This course focuses on the linkages between agriculture and planning in the eight-county San Joaquin Valley, which extends from San Joaquin in the north to Kern in the south.  In doing so, it explores how agriculture and planning impact, and are impacted by, demographic and social trends, patterns of urbanization, economic development, environmental standards, and political decisions.  Attention also is given to policies and programs that seek to (1) preserve agricultural resources in the Valley, (2) resolve conflicts on the urban fringe, (3) balance urban growth and farmland protection, (4) advance sustainable agricultural practices, and (5) connect agriculture to the region's future economic growth.

A meaningful way to approach our task is to pose important questions to be addressed.  These include the following:

· What are features and implications of population and urban growth in California and the San Joaquin Valley?

· To what extent does urban growth impact agricultural and rural landscapes?

· What is "sprawl" and what are its effects?

· What are the urban-agricultural conflicts on the "urban edge"?

· Why should we value farmland? Why should it be protected? Is it threatened?

· How does the "agricultural cluster" help define local economies and communities in the San Joaquin Valley?

· In what ways is agriculture a regional asset?

· How do local planning officials and agencies in the San Joaquin Valley deal with growth, urbanization, and agricultural resources?

Methodology:  This course relies on a combination of lectures, group discussions, presentations and outside opportunities.  Students are strongly encouraged (indeed, expected) to participate.  Regular attendance is required.  A student who misses more than one class without a reason approved by the instructor will lose credit for "attendance/participation".

As this course is 4 units, there are required activities (1 hour arranged and 1 unit) that allow students to observe first-hand debate on land use and planning issues.
· Visit one City or County Planning Commission meeting 
· Visit one CEQUA or LAFCO meeting

· Ag Studies Speaker Series Lecture.  (date forthcoming)

· Other events in the area pertaining to Farm Land issues and sustainability, 

ie. Bioneers Conference Oct. 19/20, CSU Stanislaus

The final grade will be based on the following:

Qualitative Interview


15%
Interview and Report

County Land Research Paper

20%
Team Project

Story Board



   5%
County Research
Review Essay (5-7 pages):

20%
Comparative assessment of American                  
                          



Farmland Trust and Staley Reports
Review and Comment papers

10%
Planning Commission, LAFCO, City Council
Final Examination


1/5 of the grade (may be optional depending on class)
Participation/Attendance

30%

The above percentages are approximate and are subject to change depending on individual class participation, activity, and projects.

Grading is by percentage of points possible.
The thresholds will be: A =  90-100; B+ = 88-89; B = 80-87; C+ = 78-79; C = 70-77; D+ = 68-69; D = 60-67;D- = 55-59; F = <55.

To take this course CR/NC, students must submit the required form.

Recommended Text:  On reserve and available from UC Davis Ag Issues Center
Medvitz, Albert G., Alvin D. Sokolow, and Cathy Lamp (eds). California Farmland and Urban Pressures: Statewide and Regional Perspectives. Davis, CA: Agricultural Issues Center, University of California, 1999.

The following can be accessed via the Web and are the basis for the compare and contrast paper due at the end of the semester.
American Farmland Trust Alternatives for Future Urban Growth in California's Central Valley: The Bottom Line for Agriculture and Taxpayers.  Washington, D.C.: American Farmland Trust, 1995 http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30361/FUTURE_URBAN_GROWTH_IN_CALIFORNIAS_CENTRAL_VALLEY_2ND_PRINTING.pdf  …I may have to print this out for the class.
Staley, Samuel R. The 'Vanishing Farmland' Myth and the Smart-Growth Agenda.  Reason Public Policy Institute, January 2000.  http://www.reason.org/pb12.pdf
Course Outline

The Context…weeks 2-3
· The Valley Setting

· Demographic and Urbanization Trends

· The Impacts of Agriculture and the Agricultural Cluster

· Public Attitudes and Perceptions

Farming on the Edge:  American Farmland Trust

http://www.farmland.org/resources/fote/states/default.asp
Population Projections for the San Joaquin Valley by County:  Great Valley Center

http://www.greatvalley.org/pub_documents/2005_1_7_12_6_50_san_joaquin_valley_population_2000_through_2050.pdf
The Future is Now:  Central Valley Farmland at the Tipping Point? Washington, D.C.: American Farmland Trust 2006

http://www.farmland.org/reports/futureisnow/introductionX.html 

Central Valley Land Use Report: California Farm Bureau Federation   
http://www.cfbf.com/issues/landuse/report2.cfm
Great Valley Center. The Economic future of the San Joaquin Valley, Great Valley Center, January 2001. http://www.greatvalley.org/publications/pub_files/economic_forecast_2001.pdf
Bradshaw, Ted K. "How Will the Central Valley Economy Grow?" California Agriculture 2000.  54 (January February 2000): 41-47 http://californiaagriculture.ucop.edu/0001JF/pdf/cenvalec.pdf
Additional Readings:    
Medvitz, pp. 1-49, 71-76, 161-204

Special assignment for Week 2

Become familiar with the internet links and Read both of the following articles from the Winter 2003 Edition of the American Farmland Magazine (handout) and write an opinion synopsis on one :

Balancing Business & Environment 

Farming on the Edge 

Be ready to discuss the articles week 3
The Issues…weeks 4-7
· Urban Growth and Sprawl
· Loss of Prime Farmland
· The Environment and Endangered Species
· Conflicts on the Urban Edge
· Private Property Rights and Markets
Qualitative Interview Discussion week 5 (Develop Questions)
Readings: 


American Farmland Trust Alternatives for Future Urban Growth in California's Central Valley: The Bottom Line for Agriculture and Taxpayers.  Washington, D.C.: American Farmland Trust, 1995 http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30361/FUTURE_URBAN_GROWTH_IN_CALIFORNIAS_CENTRAL_VALLEY_2ND_PRINTING.pdf … may not be available and I will have to print it for the class.
California Department of Conservation.  Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program California Farmland Conversion Report 2000-2002, December 2004.  (Executive Summary). 
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/dlrp/FMMP/pubs/2000-2002/FMMP_2000-2002_FCR.htm
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

http://www.consrv.ca.gov/DLRP/fmmp/index.htm 

Heimlich, Ralph E. and William D. Anderson. Development at the Urban Fringe and Beyond: Impacts on Agriculture and Rural Land. Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Agricultural Economic Report No. 803, June 2001 http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/AER803/ 
Kuminoff, Nicolai V., Alvin D. Sokolow and Daniel A. Sumner. Farmland Conversion: Perceptions and Realities, University of California, Agricultural Issues Center, AIC Issues Brief, Number 16, May 2001.  http://aic.ucdavis.edu/pub/briefs/brief16.pdf
Staley, Samuel R. The 'Vanishing Farmland' Myth and the Smart-Growth Agenda.  Reason Public Policy Institute, January 2000.  http://www.reason.org/pb12.pdf
RAND California Population Density Statistics in California Counties and Cities
http://ca.rand.org/stats/community/popdensity.html
Conduct Interview Week 8, no class Oct. 22, 2007

Policies and Programs…weeks 9-11
· Planning and Regulatory Controls

· Growth Management and Smart Growth

· Urban Boundaries and Limit Lines

· The Williamson Act
· Land Trusts and Conservation Easements

· Sustainable Agriculture

Readings:
Governor's Office of Planning and Research: A Guide to Planning in California.
 http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/more/tas/planning.pdf
Williamson Act

California Department of Conservation: Land Conservation Act/Open Space Subvention Program: Program Background.  http://www.consrv.ca.gov/dlrp/LCA/index.htm
No Class on November 12, 2007
Trends and Options…weeks 12-14
· Trends in the Central Valley

· Technology and the New Economy

· Globalization

Readings: Great Valley Center. The Economic future of the San Joaquin Valley, Great Valley Center, January 2001 http://www.greatvalley.org/publications/pub_files/economic_forecast_2001.pdf
Review Bradshaw article from weeks 2-3
Bradshaw, Ted K. "How Will the Central Valley Economy Grow?" California Agriculture 2000.  54 (January February 2000): 41-47 http://californiaagriculture.ucop.edu/0001JF/pdf/cenvalec.pdf
Final Examination…week 15, December 10 or week 16, December 17 depending on course timing and progress through course material
