PSCI 4326 Planning Issues in Agriculture


    

 9/17/07
County Research Project

The class will be divided into eight groups and each group will be assigned a county in the San Joaquin Valley as follows:  San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Tulare, Kings, Kern.

Each County Team will be responsible for researching the following and submitting their findings in written form.  In addition, the team will present an abridged version of their paper orally to the class in Powerpoint form.  

A) History and General

1) Historical trends-Demographics
(a) History of the County

(b) Population growth
(c) Farm size and number
(d) Housing availability and historical home prices

(e) Land conversion rates (conversion from rural to urban or other development)

2) General

(a) Ethnic/Cultural diversity

(b) Climate variation
(c) Total Land in the county and major Cities
(d) Special Characteristics of the county/major cities
(e) Tourism and recreation opportunities
B) General City Vs. County Overall

1) Characteristics
(a) Population density of major cities and county
(b) Median income

(c) Median home price

(d) Unemployment rate

(e) Crime rates

(f) City/County Government
(g) Tenure of mayor/Board of Supervisors
(h) Financial solvency

2) General plan and updates

(a) Amount of land in City Limits and Spheres of Influence

(b) Government institutions (city vs. county planning structure)

(c) Cost of infrastructure (roads, safety, water, sewage, etc.)
(d) Elements of General Plan (Ag Element ?)
(e) Cost of permits and fees for a single home

(f) Zoning in cities and counties (if applicable) and definitions
(g) Land involved with Conservation easements and Williamson Act

(h) Any other Non-Ag prevailing industries
C) Agricultural Cluster

1) Farm demographics and basics

(a) Size (average)

(b) Acres farmed vs. Acres available for farming
(c) Irrigated land

(d) Total farm income

(e) Soil types

(f) Commodities (top 10)

(g) Commodities of particular importance

(h) Ag exports

(i) Farmland Classes and number of acres
D) Other interesting information specific to the county

The Research Paper will be formatted as follows:

Double-spaced, 1” margins all around, APA Citation Style (unless approved by professor) and no funky fonts.

We expect that each group use Graphs and other graphic representations to illustrate various points of information in both their paper and PowerPoint presentation.
Enjoy…

