PSCI 4326  Planning Issues and Agriculture

Research Paper (200 pts.)
Choose one agricultural commodity that is either unique to California or ranks in the top 10 agricultural commodities for California and investigate:

The significance to the California Agriculture economy, ranking statewide, nationally, and internationally

Major production areas within California and the geographical consistencies as to where the crop is grown (climate, elevation, temperature, rainfall, etc.)
Other production areas in the U.S. and the World

The production cycle, the environmental requirements in terms of irrigation and soils, as well as any other idiosyncrasies particular to the crop

The processing and marketing channel and consumer preferences (consumption)
Specific laws or regulations that pertain to the production, processing, or marketing of the commodity

Competition from other states and off-shore (international)

Future outlook in terms of the industry and trends

The impact of urbanization in California and the Nation on the production areas where the crop is grown

Other pertinent facts, not included above, for a specific commodity

The format for the Research Paper is 1” margins, double-spaced, citations and bibliography, no more than 20 pages.

Detailed Outline due October 12, 2005
Paper due Nov. 2, 2005
