AGST 3000 AGRICULTURE, SOCIETY AND THE NATURAL WORLD…Fall 2008

INSTRUCTOR:  Mark E. Bender PhD.
Class:

TTh 9:40 – 11:07…Bizzini Classroom Building C-104
Office Hours:
TTh 8:30-9:30 AM, Monday 3:00 – 4:00 PM, 7-8 PM as needed
Office:

Classroom Building 108 A
Telephone:
Office: 667-3961, Department: 664-6648

Email:

MBender@csustan.edu
TEXT:
None – Assigned readings required.
GRADING POLICY:  Based on points…

Attendance* (10 pts/class )




260 pts

25%


Journal (weekly analyses…11 @ 10 pts)


110 pts

10%


Bioneers Conference Participation



  80 pts

7.5 %
Other Assignments
 (5 ( 20 pts. ea.)


100 pts

9.5%
Agricultural Commodity Paper and Story Board (MT)
150 pts 
14%

Qualitative Interview (Issue based personal interview)
100 pts

9.5% 
Agricultural Issue Paper




100 pts 
9.5%


Agricultural Issue Debate and Powerpoint


100 pts

9.5%


Agricultural Issue Debate Participation 


 50 pts

5%


Final Exam (We will meet during Finals Week, Exam



may be optional and could adjust point structure)











TOTAL = 
1050 + or -
· The above point and percentage distribution is an approximation and is subject to change.

· *Students failing to attend the Final Debates, meet during the scheduled Final time or take the Final Exam (if given) will receive failing grades for the semester.
· There will be 1 or 2 outside lectures required (Ag Studies Speaker Series, Bioneers Conference, etc.) and there may be other opportunities offered for extra credit.  
· Missed classes must be made up by finding a Current Ag Issue Article on the topic covered by the class missed and writing a two page synopsis on the topic.

INSTRUCTOR’S COMMENTS:
· Attendance will be taken at each class session. Good attendance usually results in an improved grade. 

· Late assignments will be subject to a penalty that increases by lateness.  Special circumstances may adjust this policy upon professor discretion.
· Classroom presentations and assignments are also available on the web at www.csustan.edu/AGStudies .
· We will communicate with each other via email.  So, make sure to access and answer your email regularly.

· I have placed several excellent papers, from previous semesters, on reserve in the Library.
Grading is by percentage of points possible.
The thresholds will be: A =  90-100; B+ = 88-89; B = 80-87; C+ = 78-79; C = 70-77; D+ = 68-69; D = 60-67;D- = 55-59; F = <55.

To take this course CR/NC, you must submit the required form which coincides with last day to withdraw from a class
For your information, the overall grade in the course will be based on assignments which are assigned numerical points based on the following general criteria:

A=Performance of participant shows sustained excellence in meeting all course requirements and exhibiting intellectual initiative

B=Performance of participant shows consistent and effective achievement in meeting course requirements

C=Performance of participant has been barely adequate, meeting only the minimum course requirements

D=Performance of participant has been less than adequate, meeting only the minimum course requirements

F=Performance of participant has been inadequate

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The sociology of agriculture presented through an examination of relationships between societies and their environments, economies and agriculture. Emphasis on the analysis of agriculture’s use of technology and the corresponding impact on the environment, on the economy and on society.

OBJECTIVES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Describe the historical and geographical relationship between agriculture, the environment and a given society.

2. Discuss the development of production, processing and distribution methods of  various agricultural products.

3. List and describe the major types, operational and functional aspects of producing food.

4. Identify the historical relationship between immigration, labor, agriculture, and politics in the United States with special emphasis in California.

5. Outline the development of agriculture and its effect on the environment.

6. Describe the changing nature of rural society.

7. Discuss the roles and contributions that California’s ethnic and cultural populations have made to agriculture.
8. Identify the nature of current ethical issues in agriculture.

9. Interpret future trends in agriculture.

10. Define, collect, analyze and evaluate data pertaining to a current agricultural-environmental-social issue.

MAJOR ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES:

Agricultural Commodity Story Boards … Week 4, Sept 25 
Agricultural Commodity Paper … Week 6, Oct 9
Bioneers Conference … to be announced ??Oct 24??

Qualitative Interview – Ag Issue… Week 8, October 21, 23 (no class)
Ag Studies Speaker Series… date to be announced, Required Attendance

Qualitative Interview Report … Week 10, Nov. 6
Agricultural Issue Paper … Week 13, Nov 25 (Team Project)
Agricultural Issue Powerpoint and Debates … Week 14/15 Dec. 4,9 (Final)
Last Topical Journal Due … Week 14 Dec. 2

Final Exam … Tuesday Dec. 16, 8:30 – 10:30
TENTATIVE LECTURE/DISCUSSION SCHEDULE…Fall 2007
This schedule is subject to change based on current news and events.

	Wk
	Topics
	Assignment

	1
	Introduction* 

History of Agricultural Development 


	Course Syllabus

Reading assignments

 “How It All Began….” Printed Handout, Journal 1

http://cas.bellarmine.edu/tietjen/images/neolithic_agriculture(ReadingSignsOfAnimalDomestication).htm  

	2

	Domestication of Animals and Ascent of Civilization 

Commodity/Ag Issue Research
	Agricultural Development… Journal 2 

Develop Teams

	3

	The Role of California Agriculture

Agriculture Statistical Review for California

	 “Rethinking the Future” Printed Handout

California County Assignment, Journal 3
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/index.asp 

	4
	U.S. Agriculture

World Population and Food
	http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/
U. S. States Agriculture Assignment

	4
	Ag Commodity Story Board Due
	Class Presentations … Sept 25

	5
	Ethical Issues in Animal Agriculture
	Find websites on Animal Rights and Animal Welfare

“Animal Welfare vs. Animal Rights”

	6
	Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering 


	http://www.whybiotech.com/en/whatis/con56.asp?MID=3
http://www.whybiotech.com/timeline3.htm 

“What is Biotechnology” http://www.accessexcellence.org/RC/AB/BC/Overview_and_Brief_History.html 


	6
	Ag Commodity Research Paper Due
	Oct 9

	7
	Issues Ag Issue Qualitative Interview 
	Qualitative Interview Handout on Web 10/16

	?
	Beaming Bioneers Conference

Oct. 17, 18?
	Attend at least one session 

extra credit and class makeup beyond that

	8
	Ag Issue Interview
	No Class Oct 21/23
Meet with Team and Conduct Interview

	9
	Water Issues in California

Irrigation 
	“California’s Water Systems”

 http://www.water.ca.gov/maps/
“Irrigation Drainwater Contamination in the San Joaquin Valley”

http://www.water-ed.org/cabriefing.asp
www.dwr.water.ca.gov/

	
	Ag Studies Speaker Series
	November TBA

	10
	Qualitative Interview Report due
	Nov. 6

	11
	Crop Protection aka Pesticide Use

Integrated Pest Management
	IPM http://www.biconet.com/reference/IPMhistory.html
http://www.biconet.com/index.html
http://www.efn.org/~ipmpa/ipmintro.html 

http://www.pestmanagement.info/pesticide_history/index.pdf 

	12
	Sustainable Agriculture
	http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/concept.htm
“Environmental Degradation of Ancient Greece”

Handout 

	13
	Endangered Species Act & E.P.A.
	http://www.fws.gov/Endangered/wildlife.html  

http://www.endangeredspecie.com/map.htm 

http://www.endangeredspecie.com/causes_of_endangerment.htm 

http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/newsltr/v15n1/sa-6.html 

Other webs by search

	13
	Ag Issue Research Paper Due
	Nov. 25 (Team Project)

	14
	Air Quality of the Central Valley 

	Guest Lecturer, Ron Harben Dec. 2
www.valleyair.org 

www.carcd.org 

Last Journal and all late work due Dec. 2 

	If time
	Family Farm and Rural Societies and Rural Poverty 
	Handout…Group Project, comparison of domestic vs. global poverty

http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/english/topics/index.htm http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/rdrr100/
http://www.rprconline.org/

	14/15/16
	Agricultural Issue Debates 

Final Exam
	Powerpoint and Debates, Dec. 4, 9 (reading day10), 
16 Final Schedule 8:30 – 10:30

	
	
	


Additional Opportunities for growth may occur during the semester and will substitute for classes missed.

Bioneers Conference October 17, 18… one session required, others extra credit
Ag Studies Speaker Series required
