AGST 3000  Agriculture, Society and the Natural World
Issue Paper and Powerpoint Presentation (200 pts.)
Choose one current issue that is affecting Agriculture today in the United States and preferably California.  This activity is in a team format.  Each team of 2 students will research and report on an issue of their choosing.  The issue must be one that is currently affecting agriculture’s interaction with our society or the environment in California.  It will be easier if each student takes either the pro or con position, but if both students want to explore both sides of the issue, just make sure that each side of the issue gets equal effort.  Each team will present the issue to the class in an informal debate format at the end of the semester.
Create a Powerpoint and Research Paper which covers the following:

· Origin and history of the issue
· The environmental, economic, and or social significance to Agriculture and Society (region, state, national, global)
· Major points of the issue, both pros and cons.
· Who or what organizations are on each side of the issues?  How much does their bias affect their objectivity on the issue?

· How individuals or organizations promote their point of view

· Laws or regulations that govern the issue, both those that exist or those that are currently under development or proposal
· Your observations and opinions about the issue.  Include:  Personal Bias (your heart), Validity of the data (your head), Personal experience (affects your view)
· Conclusion that represents both students’ overall opinion of the issue
· Other pertinent information not included above
The format for the Research Paper is 1” margins, double-spaced, citations and bibliography, and no more than 15 pages (Bibliography and Appendices are not included in the number of pages).

Paper due:  Dec. 6, 2007 (worth 100 pts.)

Debate and Powerpoint Presentation:  Dec. 11,13,18 (worth 100 pts.)

